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 AVOYAGE to LAP UTA, BAL 
NIBARBI, LUGGNAGG, 
GLUBBDUBDRIB and ] A- 
N ; 


CHA. 
The Author ſets out on his Toird Voyage, 
Tz is taken by Pyrates. The Malice f a 
Dutceb-man. His arrival at an Iſland. 
He is received into Laputa. 


Had not been at home a- 
bove ten Days, when Cap- 
tain William Robinſon, a 
_ ey Corniſh Man, Commander 
"of the Hope-well, a ſtout Ship of Three 

Part III. . Hundred 
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2 4 VOYAGE 


Hundred Tuns, came to my Houſe. I had 
formerly been Surgeon of another Ship 
where he was Maſter, and a fourth 
part Owner, in a Voyage to the Levant; 

He had always treated me more like a 

Brother than an inferior Officer, and 
hearing of my Arrival made me a Viſit, 


as I apprehended only out of Friend- 


ſhip, for nothing paſſed more than what 
is uſual after long Abſences. But repeat- 


ing his Viſits often, expreſſing his Joy 


to find me in good Health, asking 
whether I were now ſettled for Life, 
adding that he intended a Voyage to 
the Eaſi-Indies, in two Months; At laſt 
he plainly invited me, though with ſome 
Apologies, to be Surgeon of the Ship; 
that I ſhould have another Surgeon un- 
der me beſides our two Mates; that my 
Sallary ſhould be double to the uſual 
Pay ; and that having experienced my 
Knowledge in Sea-Affairs to be at leaſt 
equal to his, he would enter into any 
Engagement to follow my Advice, as 


much as if I had ſhare in the Command. 


0 LA Gr. 3 
HE faid ſo many other obliging 


things, and I knew him to be ſo honeſt 


a Man, that I could not reject his Pro- 
poſal; the Thirſt I had of ſeeing the 
World, notwithſtanding my paſt Miſ- 
fortunes, continuing as violent as ever. 
The only Difficulty that remained, was 
to perſuade my Wife, whoſe conſent 
however I at laſt obtained, by the pro- 


ſpett of Advantage the propoſed to re | 


Children. 


W = ſet out the 5th Day of Auguſt, 
1706. and arrived at Fort St. George, 
the 11th of April 1707. ſtayed there 
three Weeks to refreſh our Crew, many 
of whom were ſick. From thence we 
went to Tonquin, where the Captain re- 
ſolved to continue ſome time, becauſe 
many of the Goods he intended to buy 


were not ready, nor could he expect 


to be diſpatched in ſome Months. There- 
fore in hopes to defray ſome of the 
Charges he muſt be at, he bought a 
Sioop, loaded it with ſeveral ſorts of 
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EIA N-OYXNAGE 
Goods, wherewith the Tozquizeſe uſually 
trade to the Neighbouring Iſlands, and 
putting Fourteen Men on Board, where- 
of three were of the Country, he ap- 
pointed me Maſter of the Sloop, and 
gave me power to Traffick for two 


Months, while he tranſated his Affairs 
at Tonquin. 
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Wx had not Sailed above three Days, 
when a great Storm ariſing, we were 
driven five Days to the North-North-Eaſt, 
and then to the Eaſt, after which we 
had fair Weather, but ſtill with a pretty 
ſtrong, Gale from the Weſt. Upon the 


— — — 


tenth Day we were chaſed by two 
Pyrates, who ſoon overtook us; for my 
Sloop was ſo deep loaden, that ihe 
failed very flow, neither were we in a 
Condition to defend our ſelves. 


WE were boarded about the fame 
time by both the Pyrates, who enter'd 
turiouſly at the Head of their Men, but 
finding us all 389 upon our Faces, 

(for 
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( for ſo I gave order,) they pinioned us 
with ſtrong Ropes, and ſetting a Guard 
upon us, went to ſearch the Sloop. 


5 obſerved among them a Dutch-man, 
who ſeemed to be of ſome Authority, 
though he was not Commander of ei- 
ther Ship. He knew us by our Coun- 
tenances to be Exeghiſh-Men, and jabbe- 
ring to us in his own Language, ſwore 
we ſhould be tyed Back to Back, and 
thrown into the Sea. I ſpoke Dutch 
tolerably well ; I told him who we were, 
and begged him in conſideration of our 


being Chriſtians and Proteſtants, of 


neighbouring Countrys, in ſtrict Alliance, 
that he would move the Captains to 
take ſome pity on us. This inflamed his 
Rage, he repeated his Threatnings, and 


turning to his Companions, 1 {poke with 


great Vehemence, in the Japaneſe Lan- 


guage, as I ſuppoſe, often uſing the word 


Chriſtianos. 


The largeſt of the two Pyrate Ships 
was Commanded by a Taraneſe Captain, 
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Fa ſpoke a little Dutch, but very im- 
perfectly. He came up to me, and after 
ſeveral Queſtions, which I anſwered in 
great Humility, he faid we ſhould not 
dye. I. made the Captain a very low 
Bow, and then turning to the Dutch- 
man, ſaid, I was ſorry to find more 
Mercy in a Heathen, than in a Brother 
Chriſtian. But I had ſoon reaſon to re- 
pent thoſe fooliſh Words; For that mali- 
cious Reprobate, having oſten endea- 
voured in vain to perſuade both the 
Captains that 1 might be thrown into 


the Sea, (which they would not yield to 
after the Promiſe made me, that I ſhould 


not dye) however prevailed fo far as to 
have a Puniſhment inflicted on me, 
worſe in all human Appearance than 
Death it ſelf. My Men were ſeat by an 
equal Diviſion into both the Pyrate- 
Ships, and my Sloop new manned. As 
to my ſelf, it was determined that I 
ſhould be ſet a drift, in a ſmall Canoe, 
with Paddles and a Sail, and four Days 
Proviſions, which laſt the Japaneſe Cap- 
| tain 
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tain was ſo kind to double out of his 
own Stores, and would permit no Man 
to ſearch me. I got down into the 
Canoe, while the Dutch-man ſtanding, 
upon the Deck, loaded me with all the 
Curſes and injurious Terms his Lan- 
guage could aftord. 


AB Ov r an Hour before we ſaw the 
Pyrates, I had taken an Obſervation, and 
found we were in the Latitude of 46. N. 
and of Longitude 183. When was at 
ſome diſtance from the Pyrates, I diſco- 
vered by my Pocket Glaſs ſeveral Iſlands 
to the South-Eaſt. I ſet up my Sail, 
the Wind being fair, with a deſign to 
reach the neareſt of thoſe Iſlands, which 
I made a ſhift to do in about three 
Hours. It was all Rocky, however I got 
many Birds Eggs, and ſtriking Fire 1 
kindled ſome Heath and dry Sea Weed, 
by which I roaſted my Eggs. I eat no 
other Supper, being reſolved to ſpare my 
Proviſions as much as I could. I paſſed 
the Night under the ſhelter of a Rock, 


B 4 ſtrow- 


6 1 4VOYAGE 
ſtrowing ſome Heath under me, and 
flept pretty well. 


T EH E next Day I failed to another 
Iſland, and thence to a third and fourth, 
. ſometimes uſing my Sail, and ſometimes 
my Paddles, But not to trouble the 
Reader with a particular Account of my 
Diſtreſſes, let it ſuffice that on the 5th 
Day, I arrived at the laſt Iſland in my 
ſight, which lay South-South-Eaſt to 
the former. 


Tris Iſland was at a greater diſtance 
than I expected, and I did not reach it 
in leſs than five Hours. I encompals- 
ed it almoſt round before I could find 
à convenient Place to land in, which 
was a ſmall Creek, about three times 
the widenels of my Canoe. I found 
the Iſland to be all rocky, only a little 
intermingled with Tufts of Graſs, and 
ſweet ſmelling Herbs. I took out my 
ſmall Proviſions, and after having re- 
treſied myſelf, I ſecured the remainder 

in 


xt 
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in a Cave, whereof there were great 
Numbers. I gathered plenty of Eggs 


upon the Rocks, and got a Quantity of 


dry Sea-weed, and parched Graſs, which 
I deſigned to kindle the next Day, and 
roaſt my Eggs as well as I could. (For 
I had about me my Flint, Steel, Match, 
and Burning-gla's.) I lay all Night in 
the Cave where I had lodged my Pro- 
viſions. My Bed was the ſame dry 
Graſs and Sea-weed which I intended 
for Fewel. I ſlept very little, for the 
Diſquiets of my Mind prevailed over 
my Wearynels, and kept me awake. I 
conſidered how impoſſible it was to pre- 
ſerve my Lite, in ſo deſolate a Place, and 
how miſerable my End muſt be. Yet I 
found my felt ſo liſtleſs and deſponding, 
that 1 had not the Heart to riſe, and be- 
fore I could get Spirits enough to creep 
out of my Cave, the Day was far ad- 
vanced. I walked a while among the 
Rocks, the Sky was perfectly clear, and 
the Sun ſo hot, that I was forced to turn 
my Face from it: When all on a ſud- 
| den 


VO AGE 


den it became obſcured, as I thought, 
in a manner very different from what 
happens by the Interpoſition of a Cloud. 
I turned back, and perceived a vaſt Opake 
Body between me and the Sun, moving 
forwards towards the Iſland : It ſeemed 
to be about two Miles high, and hid 
the Sun ſix or ſeven Minutes, but I did 
not obſerye the Air to be much colder, 
or the Sky more darkned, than if I had 
Rood under the ſhade of a Mountain. 
As it approached nearer over. the Place 
where I was, it appeared to be a firm 
Subſtance, the Bottom flat, ſmooth, and 
ſhining very bright from the Reflexion 
of the. Sea below. I ſtood upon a Height 
about two Hundred Yards from the 
Shoar, and faw this vaſt Body deſcend- 
ing almoſt to a Parallel with me, at leſs 
than an Exglih Mile, diſtance. I took 
out my Pocket-Perſpective, and could 
plainly diſcover Numbers of People 
moving up and down the Sides of it, 
Which appeared to be Sloping, bur 

what 
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what thoſe People were doing, I was 
not able to diſtinguiſh. 


TH E natural Love of Life gave me 
{ome inward Motions of Joy, and I was 
ready to entertain a Hope, that this 
Adventure might {ome way or other 
help to deliver me from the deſolate 
Place and Condition I was in. But at 
the ſame time the Reader can hardly 
conceive my Aſtoniſhment, to behold a 
Iſland in the Air, inhabited by Men, 
who were able (as it ſhould ſeem ) to 
raiſe, or fink, or put it into a Pro- 
greſſive Motion, as they pleaſed. But 
not being at that time in a diſpoſition 
to philoſophiſe upon this Phenomenon, 
I rather choſe to obſerve what Courſe 
the Iſland would take, becauſe it ſeemed 
for a while to ſtand: ſtill. Yet ſoon af- 
ter it advanced nearer, and I could fee 
the Sides of it, encompaſſed with ſeveral 
Gradations of Gallerys and Stairs, at 
certain Intervals, to deſcend from one 


to the other. In the loweſt Gallery, I 
| haheld 


1 

beheld ſome People Fiſhing with long 
Angling Rods, and others looking on. 
I waved my Cap, (for my Hat was 
long ſince worn out,) and my Hand- 
kerchief towards the Ifland; and upon 
its nearer approach, I called and ſhout- 
ed with the utmoſt ſtrength of my Voice; 
and then looking circumſpectly, I be- 
held a Crowd gathered to that fide which 
was moſt in my View. I found by their 
pointing towards me and to each other, 
that they plainly diſcovered me, although 
they made no return to my ſhouting, 
But I could ſee four or five Men running 
in great haſt up the Stairs to the Top 
of the Iſland, who then diſappeared. I 
happened rightly to conjeQture, that 
theſe were ſent for Orders to ſome 
Perſon in Authority upon this Occaſion. 


12 


Tux number of People encreaſed, 
and in lefs than half an Hour, the Iſland 
was moved and raifed in ſuch a man- 
ner, that the loweſt Gallery appeared in 
a Parallel of leis than an Hundred Yards 

diſtance 
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diſtance from the Height where I ſtood. 
I then put my ſelf into the moſt ſuppli- 
cating Poſtures, and ſpoke in the hum- 
bleſt Accent, but received no Anſwer. 
Thoſe who ſtood / neareſt over-againſt 
me, ſeemed to be Perſons of Diſtinction, 
as I ſuppoſed by their Habit. They con- 
ferred earneſtly with each other, looking 
often upon me. At length one of them 
called out in a clear, polite, ſmooth Dia- 
lect, not unlike in Sound to the Italian; 
and therefore I returned an Anſwer in 
that Language, hoping at leaſt that the 
Cadence might be more agreeable to 
his Ears. Although neither of us under- 
ſtood the other, yet my meaning was 
eaſily known, for the People ſaw the 
Diſtreſs I was in. 


THEy made Signs for me to come 
down from the Rock, and go towards the 
Shoar, which I accordingly did; and the 
flying Iſland being raiſed to a conveni- 
ent Height, the Verge directly over me, 

a 
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a Chain was let down from the loweſt 
Gallery, with a Seat faſtned to the Bot- 
tom, to which I fixed my ſelf, and was 
drawn up by Pullics. 
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"CHAT 'E 


The Humours and Diſpoſitions of the 
Lapurians deſcribed. An Account 
of their Learning. Of the King and 
his Court. The Authors Reception 
there. The Inhabitants ſubjeft to 


Fears and Diſquietudes. An Account 
of the Nomen. 


T my alighting I was ſur- 
i rounded by a Crowd of 
People, but thoſe who ſtood 
A neareſt ſeemed to be of 
better Quality. They beheld me with 
all the Marks and Circumſtances of 
Wonder, neither indeed was I much in 
their Debt; having never till then ſeen a 
Race ,of Mortals ſo ſingular in their 

Shapes, 
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Shapes, Habits, and Countenances. Their 
Heads were all reclined either to the 
Right, or the Left; one of their Eyes 
turned inward, and the other directly up 
to the Zenith. Their outward Garments 
were adorned with the Figures of Suns, 
Moons, and Stars, intervyoven with thoſe 
of Fiddles, Flutes, Harps, Trumpets, 
Guittars, Harpſicords, and many more 
Inſtruments of Muſick, unknown to us in 
Europe. I obſerved here and there many in 
the Habit of Servants, with a blown Blad- 
der faſtned like a Flayl to the end of a 
ſhort Stick, which they carryed in their 

Hands. In each Bladder was a ſmall 
Quantity of dryed Peaſe or little Pebbles, 
(as I was afterwards informed.) With 
theſe Bladders they now and then flap- 
ped the Mouths and Ears of thoſe who 
ſtood near them, of which Practice I 
could not then conceive the meaning; 
It ſeems, the Minds of theſe People are 
ſo taken up with intenſe Speculations, 
that they neither can ſpeak, nor attend 
to the Diſcourſes of others, without be- 


ing 
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ing rouzed by ſome external Faction 
upon the Organs of Speech and Hea- 
ring; for Which reaſon, thoſe Perſons 
who are able to afford it always keep 
a Flapper, (the Original is ( Iimenale) in 

their Family, as one of their Domeſticks, 
nor ever walk abroad or make Viſits 
without him. And the Buſineſs ot this 
Officer is, when two or three mo 

Perſons are in Company, gently to ſtrike 
with his Bladder the Mouth of him 
who is to ſpeak, and the Right Ear of 
him or them to whom the Speaker 
addreſſeth himſelf. This Flapper is like 
wiſe employed diligently to attend his 
Maſter in his Walks. and upon occaſion 
to give him a ſoft Fla p on his Eyes, be- 
cauſe he is always ſo wrapped up in 
' Copitation, that he is in manifeſt danger 
of falling down every Precipice, and 
bouncing his Head againſt every Poſt, 
and in the Streets, of Juſtling others 


or being Juſtled himſelf into the Ken- 
. | 
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IT was. neceſſary to give the Reader 
this Information, without which he 
Would be at the ſame Loſs with me, to 
underſtand the Proceedings of theſe Peo- 
ple, as they conducted me up the Stairs, 
to the Top of the Iſland, and from 
thence to the Royal Palace. While we 
were Aſcending, they forgot ſeveral 
times what they were about, and left 
me to my ſelf, till their Memories Were 
again rouzed by. their. Flappers ; {BOT 
they. appeared altogether. unmoved by 


the Sight . of my Foreign Habit and 


Countenance, and by the Shouts of the 
Vulgar, whoſe Thau and Minds were 
more diſengaged. 


LE 1 aſt we . 2 Palace, and 
1 into th e Chamber of Preſence, 
where I ſaw - King ſeated; on his 
Throne, attended on each fide. by Per- 
ſons of Prime | Quality. Before the 
Throne, was a large Table filled with 
Globes and Spheres, and Mathematical 


Inſtruments of all kinds. His Majeſty 
took 
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took not the leaſt Notice of us, Ach 
out Entrance was not without ſuffici- 
ent Noiſe, by the Concourſe of all Per- 
ſons belonging to the Court. But, he 
was then deep in àa Problem, and we at- 
tended at leaſt an Hour, before he could 
folve it; There ſtood by him on each 

ſide, a young Page, with Flaps in their 
Hands, and when they” ſaw he was at 
Leiſute, one of them gently ſtruck his 
Mouth, and the other his Right Ear, 
at which he ſtarted like one awaked on 
the ſudden,. and looking towards me, 
and the Company I was in, recollected 
the Occaſion of our coming, whereof he 
had been informed before. He ſpoke ſome 
words, whereupon” immediatly a young 
Man with a Flap came up to my fide, 
and flapt me gently on the Right Ear, 
but IJ made Signs as well as I could, 
that I bad no occaſion for ſuch an In- 
ſtrument; which as I afterwards found 
oxve His Majeſty and the whole Court 
a very mean Opinion of my Underſtands 
ing. The King, as far as I could con- 

SO jecture, 
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jefture; asked me ſeveral Queſtions, and 1 


addreſſed my ſelf to him in all the Lan- 
guages I had. When it was found, that 


I could neither underſtand nor be un- 


derſtood, I was conducted by the Kings 
order to an Apartment in his Palace, 
(this Prince being diſtinguiſhed above 
all his Predeceſſors for his Hoſpitality 
to Strangers,) where two Servants were 


appointed to attend me. My Dinner 
was brought, and four Perſons of Qua- 
lity, whom I remembered to have ſeen 
very near the Kings. Perſon, did me the 
Honour to dine with me. We had two 
Courſes, of three Diſhes each. In the 
firſt Courſe, there was a Shoulder of Mut- 
ton, cut into a Aquilateral Triangle, a 


piece of Beet into a Rhomboides, and a 


Pudding into a Cycloid. The ſecond 
Courſe was two Ducks, truſſed up into 
the Form of Fiddles; Sauſages and Pud- 
dings reſembling Flutes and Haut-boys, 
and a Breaſt of Veal in the ſhape of a 


Harp. The Servants cut our Bread into 


ones, 
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Cones, Cylinders, Parallelograms, and 
ſeveral other Mathematical Figures. 


WI ILE we were at Dinner, 1 
made bold to ask the Names of ſeveral 
things in their Language, and thoſe 
Noble Perſons, by the Aſſiſtance of their 
Bappers, delighted to give me Anſwers, 
hoping to raiſe my Admiration of their 
great Abilities, if I could be brought to 
Converſe with them. I was ſoon able to 
call for Bread, and Drink, or whatever 
elſe I wanted, 


Ar TER Dinner my Company with- 
drew, and a Perſon was ſent to me by the 
Kings Order, attended by a Flapper. He 
brought with him Pen, Ink, and Paper, 
and three or four Books, giving me to 
underſtand by Signs, that he was ſent to 
teach me the Language. We fat together 
four Hours, in which time I wrote down 
a great Number of Words in Columns, 
with the Tranſlations over againſt them. 
I likewiſe made a Shift to learn ſoveral 
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hort Sentences. For my Tutor would 
order one of my Servants to fetch ſome- 
thing, to turn about, to make a Bow, 
to, fit, or. ſtand, or walk, and the like. 
Then L took down the Sentence in writ- 
ing. He. ſhewed me alſo in one of his 
Books, the Figures of the Sun, Moon, 
and Stars, the Zodiack, the Tropics, and 
Polar Circles, together with the Deno- 
minations of many Figures of Planes 
and Solids. He gave me the Names 
and Deſcriptions of all the Muſical In- 
ſtruments, and the general Terms of 
Art in playing on each of them. After 
he had left me, I placed all my Words 
with their Interpretations in Alphabe- 
tical Order. And thus in a few Days, 
by the help of a very faithful Memory, 
I got ſome inſight into their Language. 


Tur Word, which I interpret the 
Flying or Floating Hand, is in the Ori- 
ginal, Lauta, whereof 1 could never 
learn the true Etymology. Lap in the 
old obſolete Language igniheth Hieh, 


and 
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and Unt#h a Governor, from which they 
ſay by Corruption was derived Lafuta 
from Lapuntuh. But I do not approve 


of this Derivation, which ſeems to be a 


little trained. I ventured to offer to the 


Learned among them a Conjecture of 
my own, that Laputa was quaſi Lap 


onted; Lap ſignifring properly the dane. 


ing of the Sun Beams in the Sea, and 

outed a Wing, which however I ſhall 

not obtrude, bur ſubmit to the Judicious 
Reader, 


Tos to whom the King had en- 
truſted me, obſerving how ill I was clad, 


ordered a Taylor to come next Morning, 
and take my Meaſure for a Suit of Cloths. 


This Operator did his Office aſter a dif. 
ferent manner from thoſe of his Trade 


in Europe. He firſt took my Altitude 
by a Quadrant, and then with Rule and 


Compaſſes, deſcribed the Dimenſions and 
Out-Lines of my whole Body, all which 
he entred upon Paper, and in Six Days 
brought my Cloths very ill made, and 


C 4 quite 


Ae 


quite out of ſhape, by happening to 
miſtake a Figure in the Calculation. But 
my Comfort was, that I obſerved ſuch 


Accidents very frequent and little re- 
garded. 


Dux iN G my Confinement for want 
of Cloths, and by an Indiſpoſition that 
held me ſome Days longer, I much en- 

larged my Dictionary; and when I went 
next to Court, was able to underſtand 
many things the King poke, and to re- 
turn him ſome kind of Anſwers. His 
Majeſty had given Orders that the 
Ifhnd ſhould move North-Eaſt and by 
Eaſt, to the Vertical Point over Lagado, 
the Metropolis of the whole Kingdom 
below upon the firm Earth. It was a- 
bout Ninety Leagues diſtant, and our 
Voyage laſted four Days and an Half. 
J was not in the leaſt ſenſible of the 
progreſſive Motion made 1n the Air by 
the Hand. On the ſecond Morning 
about Eleven a Clock, the King himſelf 
in Per on, attended by his Nobility, 
Courtiers, 
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Courtiers, and Officers, having pre- 
pared all their Muſical Inſtruments, - 
played on them for three ' Hours with- 
out Intermiſſion, ſo that I was quite 
ſtunned with the noiſe; Neither could 1 
poſſibly gueſs the meaning till my Tutor 
informed me. He ſaid that the People 
of their Iſland had their Ears adapted to 
hear the Muſick of the Spheres, which 
always played at certain Periods, and 
the Court was now prepared to bear 
their Part in what ever Inſtrument they 
moſt excelled. 


I N our Journey towards Lagado the 
Capital City, his Majeſty ordered that the 
Iſland ' ſhould ſtop over certain Towns, 
and Villages, from whence he might re- 
ceive the Petitions of his Subjects. And to 
this purpoſe ſeveral Packthreads were let 
down with ſmall Weights at the bottom. 
On theſe Packthreads the People ſtrung 
their Petitions, which mounted up di- 
rectly like the ſcraps of Paper faſtned by 
School-boys at the end of the * 
that 
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that holds their Kite. Sometimes we N 
received Wine and Victuals from below, 
work were drown up by _ 


T1 1 K Keiguledae 1 had in bene 


tieks gave me great Aſſiſtance in ac- 


quiring their Phraſeology, which de- 
pended much upon that Science and 
Muſick; and in the latter I was not 
uns killed. Their Ideas are perpetually 
converſant in Lines and Figures. If they 
would, for Example, praiſe the Beauty 
of a Woman or any other Animal, they 
deſcribe it by Rhombs, Circles, Paral- 


lelograms, Ellipſes, and other Geometri- 


cal Terms, or by words of Art drawn 
from Muſick, needleſs here to repeat. 
I obſerved in the Kings Kitchen all 
ſorts of Mathematical and Muſical In- 
ſtruments, aſter the Figures of which 


they cut up the Joynts that were ſerved 
to his Majeſties Table. 


Tir EIR Houſes are very il built, 
the Walls Bevil, without one Right 
Angle 
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Angle in any Apar tment, and this de- 
fect ariſeth from the Contempt they 
bear to practical Geometry; which 
they deſpiſe as Vulgar and Mecha nick, 
thoſe Inſtructions they give being too re- 
fined for the Intellectuals of their Work- 
men, which occaſions perpetual miſtakes. 
And although they are dextrous enough 

upon a Piece of Paper in the manage 
ment of the Rule, the Pencil and the 
Divider, yet in the common Actions and 
behaviour of Life, I have not ſeen a 
more clumſy, awkward, and unhandy 
People, nor ſo ſlow and perplexed in 
their Conceptions upon all other Sub- 
jects, except thoſe of Mathematicks and 
Muſick. They are very bad Reaſoners, 
and vehemently given to Oppoſition, 
unleſs when they happen to be of the 
right Opinion, Which is ſeldom their 

caſe, Imagination, Fancy, and Inven- 

tion, they are wholly ſtrangers to, 
nor have any Words in their Language 

by which thoſe Ideas can be expreſſed; 

the whole compaſs of their Thoughts 
and 
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and Mind being {hut up within the two 


forementioned Sciences. 


Mo s of Wem, and eſpecially thoſe 


who deal in the Aſtronomical Part, have 
great Faith in Judicial Aſtrology, al. 


though they are aſhamed to own itt 
publickly. But, what I chiefly admired, 


and thought altogether unaccountable, 


was the ſtrong Diſpoſition I obſerved in 
them towards News and Politicks, per- 


petually enquiring into Publick Affairs, 


giving their Judgments in matters of 
State; and paſſionately diſputing every 


Inch of a Party Opinion. I have indeed 


obſerved the fame Diſpoſition among 
moſt of the Mathematicians I have 
known in Europe, although I could never 
diſcover the leaſt Analogy between the 
two Sciences; unleſs thoſe People ſup- 
poſe, that becauſe the ſmalleſt Circle 


| hath as many Degrees as the largeſt, 
therefore the Regulation and Manage- 


ment of the World require no more 
Abilities than the handling and turn- 


no 
ms 
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ing of a Globe. But, I rather take 
this Quality to ſpring from a very com- 
mon Infirmity of Human Nature, in- 


clining us to be more curious and con- 


ceited in Matters where we have leaſt 
Concern, and for which we are leaſt 
adapted either by Study or Nature. 


THrxtsx People are under continual 


Diſquietudes, never enjoying a Minute's 
Peace of Mind; and their Diſturbances 
proceed from Cauſes which very little 


affect the reſt of Mortals. Their Appre- 


henſions ariſe from ſeveral Changes they 
dread in the Celeſtial Bodies. For In- 
ſtance; that the Earth by the continual 
approaches of the Sun towards it, mult 
in courſe of Time be abſorbed or fwal- 
lowed up.. That the Face of the Sun 
will by Degrees be encruſted with its 
own Effluvia, and give no more Light 
to the World, That, the Earth very 
narrowly eſcaped a bruſh from the Tail 
of the laſt Comet, which would have 
infallibly reduced it to Aſhes; and that 
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the next, which they have calculated 


for one and Thirty Tears hence, will 


- probably deſtroy us. For, if in its Pe- 
.rthelion it ſhould approach within a 
certain Degree of the Sun, (as by their 
Calculations they have reaſon to dread) 
it will conceive a Degree of Heat ten 
Thouſand times more intenſe than that 
of 'Red-hot glowing Iron; and in its 
Abſence from the Sun, carry à Blazing 
Tail ten hundred Thouſand and fourteen 
Miles long; through which if the Earth 

fhould paſs at the diſtance of one Hund- 
red Thouſand Miles from the Nucleus 
or main Body of the Comet, it muſt in 
its Paſſage be ſet on Fire, and reduced 

to Aſhes, That the Sun daily ſpending 

ies Rays without any Nutriment to ſup- 

| ply them, will ar laſt be wholly con- 
ſumedt and annihilated; which muſt be 


attended with the Deſtruction of this 
Earth, and of all the Planers that re. 
ceive their = Noa i 


THEN 
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TuE are fo perpetually alarmed 


with the Apprehenſions of theſe and 
the like impending Dangers, that they 
can neither ſleep quietly in their Beds, 
nor have any reliſh for the common 


Pleaſures or Amuſements of Life. When 


they meet an Acquaintance in the Morn- 
ing, the firſt Queſtion is about the Suns 
Health, bow he looked at his Setting 
and Riſing, and what hopes they have 
to avoid the ſtroak of the approaching 
Comet. This Converſation they are apt 
to run into with the ſame Temper that 
Boys diſcover, in delighting to hear ter- 
rible ſtories of Spirits and Hobgoblins, 


which they greedily liſten to, and dare 


not go to Bed tor tear. 


THE Women of the Iſland have 


abundance of Vivacity; they contemn 


their Husbands, and are exceedingly 


fond of Strangers, whereof there is al- 
ways a conſiderable Number from the 
Continent below, attending at Court, 
either upon Affairs of the ſeveral Towns 

| | and 


_ — * Mo * ag. ene * 8 N 
— ———— — __—_ 
— re 
8 


4 " — on 
— mares DS TE rr — WE 
f * por — f l + — — — 
— "os — 2 — * 
— * — N Fre „ 


2 


—— _—_—_—— 


2 => — —— con 
. TT" 9127" he 
— — x — — — * 


: 
1 
i 1 
1 
* | 
L_ 
- 
.vI 
: 
. 
14 
11 
* 
+, 40 
#. s t 
, 3 
11 
_ 
nn 
- tif 
'3 J 
A 
© 1'1 
\ "= 
\ . 
1 
. 
o 4 
4h 
v4 1 
7 5 
5 
vi 
_ 
1 v 
1 
0 | 
n þ 
1 ; 
* 


— — — — = 
7 — 3 
S 


. moe” whe 


hz .44V:OVYAGE 


and Corporations, or their own particular 
Occaſions, but are much deſpiſed, be. 
.cauſe they want the ſame Endowments. 
Among theſe the Ladies chuſe their Gal- 
lants: But the Vexation is, that they 
act with too much Eaſe and Security, 
for the Husband is always ſo rapt in 
Speculation, that the Miſtreſs and Lover 
may proceed to the greateſt Familiarities 
before his Face, if he be but provided 
with Paper and Implements, and with- 
out his Flapper at his fide. 


Tu x Wives and Daughters lament 
their Confinement to the Iſland, although 
1 think it the moſt delicious ſpot of 


Ground in the World ; and although 
they live here in the greateſt Plenty and 


Magnificence, and are allowed to do 
whatever they pleaſe, they long to ſee 
the World, and take the Diverſions of 


the Metropolis, which they are not al- 


lowed to do without a particular Licence 
from the King; and this is not eaſy to 


be obtained, becauſe the Peaple of Qua- 
lity 
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lity have found by frequent Experience, 
how hard it is to perſuade their Wo- 


men to return from below. I was told 


that a great Court Lady, who had ſeveral 
Children, is marr yed to the Prime 
Miniſter, the richeſt Subject in the 
Kingdom, a very graceful Perſon, ex- 
tremely fond of her, and lives in the 
fineſt Palace of the Iſland, went down 
to Lagado, on the Pretence of Health, 
there hid her ſelf for ſeveral Months, 
till the King ſent a Warrant to ſearch 
for her, and ſhe was found in an ob- 
ſcure Eating Houſe all in Rags, having 
pawned her Cloths to maintain an old 
deformed Foot-man, who beat her every 
Day, and in whoſe Company ſhe was 
taken much againſt her Will, And al- 
though her Husband received her with 
all poſſible Kindneſs, and without the 
leaſt Reproach, ſhe ſoon after contrived 
to ſteal down again with all her Jewels, 
to the ſame Gallant, and hath not t been 
heard of ſince. 


Part III. D THIS 
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Tuts may perhaps pals with the 
Reader rather for an European or Eng- 
liſh Story, than tor one of a Country 
ſo remote. But he may pleaſe to con- 
ſider, that the Caprices of Womenkind 
are not limited by. any Climate or 
Nation, and that they are much more 
uniform than can be cally imagined. 


Ix about a Months time I had made 
aà tolerable proficiency in their Lan- 
guage, and was able to anſwer moſt of 
the Kings Queſtions, when FT had the 
Honour to attend him. His Majeſty 
diſcovered not the leaſt Curioſity to en- 
quire into the Laws, Government, 
Hiſtory, Religion, or Manners of the 
Countries where i had been, but con- 
fined his Queſtions to the ſtate of Ma- 
thematicks, and received the Account 
I gave him, with great Contempt and 
Indifference, though often rouzed by 
his Flapper on each fide, 


CHAP. 


4 Phenomenon ſolved by modern Phi- 
loſophy and Aſtronomy. The La- 
putians great Improvements in the 


latter. The Kings method of ſup- 
preſſ ing Inſurrections. 


. Deſired leave of this Prince to 
Til pt ſee the Curioſities of the Ifland, 
— which he was graciouſly pleaſ- 
ed to grant, and ordered my Tutor to 
attend me. I chiefly wanted to know 
to what Cauſe in Art or in Nature, it 
owed its ſeveral Motions, whereof I 
will now give a Philoſophical Account 
to the Reader. 


Trex Flying or Floating Iſland is 
exactly circular, its Diameter 7837 
Yards, or about four Miles and an 
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Half, and conſequently contains ten 
Thouſand Acres. It is three Hundred 
Yards thick. The bottom or under 
Surface, which appears to thoſe who 
view it from below, is one even regu- 
lar Plate of Adamant, ſhooting up to 
the Height of about two Hundred Yards. 
Above it lye the ſeveral Minerals in 
their uſual order, and over all is a Coat 
of rich Mould ten or twelve Foot deep. 
This Declivity of the upper Surface, from 
the Circumference to the Center, is the 
natural Cauſe why all the Dews and 
Rains which fall upon the Iſland, are 
conveyed in ſmall Rivulets towards the 
middle, where they are emptyed into 
four large Baſons, each of about half 
a Mile in Circuit, and two Hundred 
Yards diſtant from the Center. From 
theſe Baſons the Water is . continually 
exhaled by the Sun in the Day time, 
which effectually prevents their over- 
flowing. Beſides, as it is in the Power 
of the Monarch to raiſe the Iſland 
above the Region of Clouds and Va- 
pours. 
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pours, he can prevent the falling of Dews 
and Rains when ever he pleaſes. For 
the higheſt Clouds cannot riſe above 
two Miles, as Naturaliſts agree, at leaſt 
they were never known to do in that 
Country. | 
{4 * 

Ar the Center of the Iſland there is 

a Chaſm about fifty Yards in Diameter, 
from whence the Aſtronomers deſcend 
into a large Dome, which is therefore 
called Handona Gagnole, or the Aſtrono- 
mers Cave, ſcituated at the Depth of a 
Hundred Yards beneath the upper Sur- 
face of the Adamant. In this Cave are 
twenty Lamps continually burning, 
which from the Reflection of the Ada- 
mant caſt a ſtrong Light into every Part. 
The place is ſtored with great variety of 
Sextants, Quadrants, Teleſcopes, Aſtro- 
labes, and other Aſtronomical Inftru- 
ments. But the greateſt Curioſity, upon 
which the Fate of the Iſland depends, 
is a Load-ſtone of a prodigious ſize, in 
ſhape reſembling a- Weavers Shuttle. It 
D 3 = WM 
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is in length ſix Yards, and in the thick- 
eſt part at leaſt. three Yards over. This 
Magnet is ſuſtained by a very ſtrong 
Axle of Adamant paſſing through its 
middle, upon which it plays, and is 
poized ſo exactly that the weakeſt 
Hand can turn it. It is hooped round 
with an hollow Cylinder of Adamant, 
four Foot deep, as many thick, and 
twelye Yards in Diameter, placed Hori- 
zontally, and ſupported by eight Ada- 
mantine Feet, each ſix Yards high. In 
the middle of the Concave fide there is 
a Groove twelve Inches deep, in which 
the Extremeties of the Axle are lodged, 
and turned round as there is occaſion. 


TA E Stone cannot be moved from 
its Place by any Force, becauſe the 
Hoop and irs Feet are one continued 
Piece with that Body of Adamant 
which conſtitutes the bottom of the 
Hland. 5 


B v 


r . we NT * „ : — : 
> wat yt * . 0 0 i OO I — ” 4 4 > Re 1 5 ''y 
— A —— — — 5 6 — p . . A wc dad.) r 


— — — — - 


* * 


Plate IIII G Fart. IL 5 


NIBARBI 


" Bar 
— K 


* —— 


- 
A — 2 
--- 
* 


POR 3 —— 


——＋ꝙ—ͤ Ml. — — 2 


2 2 23%, ©, 


_— 


: 2 A * N 
3 . 2 > * — a A , 4 
8 —— . —— 1 ˙ ts = TRIER 


to LAPUTA, e. 7 


B means of this Load. ſtone, the I- 


ſland is made to riſe and fall, and move 
from one place to another. For, with 
reſpeX to that part of the Earth over 


which the Monarch preſides, the Stone 


is endued at one of its ſides with an at- 


tractive Power, and at the other with a 
repulſive. Upon placing the Magnet 
erect with its attracting End towards 


the Earth, the Iſland deſcends; but when 


the repelling Extremity points dow n- 


Wards, the Iflnd mounts directly up- 
wards. When the Poſition of the Stone 
is oblique, the Motion of the Ifland is 
ſo too. For in this Magnet the Forces 
always a& in Lines parallel to its Di- 
rection. 


Bx this oblique Motion the Iſland is 
conveyed to different Parts of the Mo- 
narchs Dominions. To explain the 
manner of its Progreſs, let B repre- 
ſent a Line drawn croſs the Dominions 
of Balnibarbi, let the Lire c d repreſent 
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the Load - ſtone, of which let 4 be the re- 
pelling end, and c the attracting end, 
the Iſland being over C; let the Stone be 
placed in the Poſition c 4 with its repell- 
ing end downards ; then the Iſland will 


be driven upwards obliquely towards D. 


When it is arrived at D, let the Stone be 


turned upon its Axle till its attracting 


end points towards E, and then the I- 
ſland will be carried obliquely towards 
E; where if the Stone be again turned 
upon its Axle till it ſtands in the Poſi- 
tion E F, with its repelling Point down- 
wards, the Iſland will riſe obliquely to- 
wards F, where by directing the attrac- 
ting end towards G, the Iſland may be 
carried to G, and from G to H, by 
turning the Stone, ſo as to make its 
repelling Extremity point directly down- 
wards. And thus by changing the Sci- 
tuation of the Stone as often as there 
is occaſion, the Iſland is made to riſe 
and fall by turns in an oblique Direction, 
and by thoſe alternate Riſings and Fall- 
ings (the Obliquity being not conſidera- 


ble 
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ble) is conveyed from one part of the Do- 
minions to the other. 


Bur it muſt be obſerved, that this I. 
ſland cannot move beyond the extent 
of the Dominions below, nor can it 
riſe above the height of four Miles. For 
which the Aſtronomers (who have writ- 
ten large Syſtems concerning the Stone) 
aſſign the following Reaſon : That the 
Magnetick Virtue does not extend be- 
yond the diſtance of four Miles, and 
that the Mineral which acts upon the 
Stone in the Bowels of the Earth, and 
in the Sea about ſix Leagues diſtant 
from the Shoar, is not diffuſed through 
the whole Globe, but terminated with 
the Limits of the Kings Dominions; 
and it was eaſy from the great Advan- 
tage of ſuch a ſuperior Scituation, for a 


Prince to bring under his Obedience 


whatever Country lay within the At- 
traction of that Magnet. 
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Wu x the Stone is put parallel to the 
Pla ne of the Horizon, the Iſland ſtand- 
eth ſtill; for in that Caſe, che Extremi- 
ties of i being at equal diſtance from 
the Earth, act with equal Force, the 
one in drawing downwards, the other in 
puſhing upwards, and conſequently no 


| Motion can enſue. 


"Tris | caififions" is under the Care of 
certain Aſtronomers, who from time to 
time give it ſuch Poſitions as the Mo- 
narch dire&s. They ſpend the greateſt 
part of their Lives in | obſerving the 
celeſtial Bodies, which they do by the 


Aſſiſtance of Glaſſes far excelling ours 


in Goodneſs, For this Advantage hath 
enabled them to extend the Diſcoveries 


much farther than our Aſtronomers in 


Europe; for they have made a Catalogue 
of ten thouſand fixed Stars, whereas the 


largeſt of ours do not contatn above one 
third Part of that Number. They have 
| likewiſe diſcovered two leſſer Stars, or 


Satellites 
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Satellites, which revolve about Mars, 
whereof the innermoſt is diſtant from 
the Center of the primary Planet exactly 


three of his Diameters, and the outer- 


moſt five; the former revolves in the 
ſpace of ten Hours, and the latter in 
twenty one and an half; ſo that the 
Squares of their Periodical Times are 
very near in the ſame Proportion with 
the Cubes of their diſtance from the 
Center of Mars, which evidently ſhews 
them to be governed by the ſame Law 


of Gravitation, that influences the other 
Heavenly Bodies. 


THEY have obſerved ninety-three 
different Comets, and ſettled their Pe- 
riods with great Exactneſs. If this be 
true, (and they affirm it with great 
Confidence) it is much to be wiſhed 
that their Obſervations were made 
publick, whereby the Theory of Comets, 
which at preſent is very lame and de- 
tective, might be aue to the ſame 

Per- 
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Perfection with other parts of Afro 
nomy. 


4 


= King would be the moſt abſo- 
lute Prince in the Univerſe, if he could but 
prevail on a Miniſtry to join with him; 
but theſe having their Eſtates below on 
the Continent, and conſidering that the 
Office of a Favourite hath a very un- 
certain Tenure, would never conſent to 
the enſlaving their Country. 


Ir any Town ſhould. engage in Re- 
bellion or Mutiny, fall into violent 
Factions, or refuſe to pay the uſual 
Tribute, the King hath two Methods 
of reducing them to Obedience. The 
firſt and the mildeſt Courſe is by keeping 
the Iſland hovering over ſuch a Town, 
and the Lands about it, whereby he can 
deprive them of the Benefit of the Sun 
and the Rain, and conſequently aMi& 
the Inhabitants with Death and Di 
ſeaſes. And if the Crime deſerve it, they 
are at the lame time. pelted from above 

with 
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with great Stones, againſt which they 
have no Defence but by creeping into 
Cellars or Caves, -while the Rook of 
their Houſes are beaten to pieces. But 
if they ſtill continue obſtinate, or offer 
to raiſe Inſurrections, he proceeds to 
the laſt Remedy, by letting the Iſland 
drop directly upon their Heads, which 
makes a univerſal Deſtruction both of 
Houſes and Men. However, this is an 
Extremity to which the Prince is ſeldom 
driven, neither indeed is he willing to 
put it in Execution, nor dare his Mini- 
ſters adviſe him to an AQtion, which as 
it would render them odious to the 
People, ſo it would be a great Damageto 
their own Eſtates, which lie all below, 
for the Iſland is the Kings Demeſn. 


Bu r there is ſtill indeed a more 
weighty Reaſon, why the Kings of this 
Country have been always averſe from 
executing ſo terrible an Action, unleſs 
upon the utmoſt Neceſſity. For it the 


Town intended to be deſtroyed ſhould 
have 
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have in it any tall Rocks, as it generally 
falls out in the larger Cities, a Scituation 

probably choſen at firſt with a View to 
prevent fuch a Cataſtrophe ; or if it 
abound in high Spires or Pillars of 
Stone, a ſudden Fall might endanger the 
Bottom or under Sur face of the Iſland, 
which although it conſiſt as 1 have faid 
of one entire Adamant two hundred Yards 
thick, might happen to crack by too 
great a Choque, or burſt by approach- 
ing too near the Fires from the Houſes 
below, as the Backs both of Iron and 
Stone will often do in our Chimneys. 
Of all this the People are well apprized, 
and underſtand how far to carry their 
Obſtinacy, where their Liberty or Pro- 
perty is concerned. And the King, when 
he is higheſt provoked, and moſt determi- 
ned to preſs a: City to Rubbifh, orders 
the Iſland to deſcend with great gentle- 
neſs, out of a Pretence of Tenderneſs 
to his People, but indeed for fear of 
breaking the Adamantine Bottom; in 
which Caſe it is the Opinion of all their 


Phi- 
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Philoſophers, that the Load-ſtone could 
no longer hold it up, and the whole Maſs 
would fall to the Ground. 


B y a fundamental Law of this Realm, 
neither the King nor either of his two 
elder Sons . are permitted to leave the 
Iſland, nor the Queen till Ihe is paſt 
iu 
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- CHAP. IV. 


The 645; leaves Laputa, ts conveyed 
to Balnibarbi, arrives at the Me- 
515 tropolis. A Deſeri ption of the Me- 
tropolis and the Country adjoining. 
The Author hoſpitably received by a 


great Lord. His Converſation with 
that Cord. 


— ——5 LTHOuEH 1 cannot * 

a 18] that I was ill treated in this 
lIlland, yet J muſt confeſs I 
— thought my ſelf too much 
neglected, not without ſome degree of 
Contempt. For neither Prince nor Peo- 
ple appeared to be curious in any part 
of Knowledge, except Mathematicks and 
Muſick, wherein I was far their inferior, 
and upon that account very little regarded. 


On 
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On the other fide, after having, ſeen 
all the Curioſities of the Iſland, I was 
very deſirous to, leave: it, being heartily 
weary of thoſe People. They were in- 
deed- excellent in two Sciences for which 
I have great Eſteem, and wherein I am 
not unverſed, but at the ſame time ſo 
abſtracted and involved in Speculation 
that 1 never met with ſuch diſagreeable 
Companions. I convers'd only with 
Women, Tradeſmen, Fappers, and 
Court-Pages during two Months of my 
Abode here, by which at laſt I render'd 
my ſelf extremely contemptible, yet theſe 
were the only People from whom I could 
ever receive a reaſonable Anſwer. 


I had obtained by hard Study a good 
degree of Knowledge in their Lan- 
guage; I was weary of being confined 
to an Iſland where I received fo little 
Countenance, and reſolved to leave 1t 
with the firſt Opportunity. 


THERE was a great Lord at Court, 
nearly related to the King, and for that 
Part III. . reaſon 


onen 
reaſon alone uſed with Reſpect. He 
was univerſally reckoned the moſt Ig- 
norant and ſtupid Perſon among them. 
He had performed many eminent Ser- 
vices for the Crown, had great natural 
and acquired Parts, adorned wirk In- 
tegrity and Honour, but fo ill an Ear 
for Muſick, that his Detractors reported 
he had been often known to beat Time 
in the wrong Place; neither could his 
Tutors without extreme difficulty teach 
him to demonſtrate the moſt eaſy Pro- 
poſition in the Mathematicks. He was 
pleaſed to ſhew me many Marks of 
Favour, often did me the Honour of a 
Viſit, deſired to be informed in the 
Fi of Europe, the Laws and Cuſtoms, 
the Manners and Learning of the ſeveral 
Countrys where I had travelled. He 
liſtned to me with great Attention, and 
made very wiſe Obſervations on all 1 
ſpoke. He had two Flappers attending 
him for State, but never made uſe of 
them except at Court, and in Viſits of 
Ceremony, and would always command 
= them 
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them to withdraw when we were alone 
together. 


I intreated this Illuſtrious Perſon to 
intercede in my behalf with his Majeſty 
for leave to depart, which he accord- 
ingly did, as he was pleaſed to tell me, 
with Regret: For, indeed he had made 
me ſeveral Offers very Advantageous, 
which however I refuſed with Expreſſions 
of the higheſt Acknowledgment. 


ON the 16th Day of February, I took 
leave of His Majeſty and the Court. The 
King made me a Preſent to the value of 
about two Hundred Pounds Exgliſh, and 
my Protector his Kinſman as much more, 
together with a Letter of Recommen- 
dation to a Friend of his in Lagado, the 
Metropolis; The Iſland being then ho- 
vering over a Mountain about two 
Miles from it, I was let down from 
the loweſt Gallery, in the ſame man- 
ner as I had been taken up. 

E 2 TUB 
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TE E Continent; as far as it is ſub- 


ject to the Monarch of the hing Iſland, 


paſſes under the general Name of Bal- 
ni barbi, and the Metropolis, as J ſaid 
before, is called Lagado. 1 felt ſome 
little Satisfaction in finding my ſelf on 
firm Ground. I walked to the City 
without any concern, being clad like 
one of the Natives, and ſufficiently in- 
ſtructed to converſe with them. I ſoon 
found out the Perſons Houſe to whom 


I was recommended, preſented my Let- 
ter from his Friend the Grandee in the 


Iſland, and was received with much 
Kindneſs. This great Lord, whoſe name 
was Munodi, ordered me an Apartment 
in his own Houſe, where I continued 
during my ſtay, and was entertained 
in a moſt hoſpitable Manner. 


THz next Morning aſter my Arri- 
val he took me in his Chariot to {ee the 
Town, which is about half the bigneſs 
of London, but the Houſes very ſtrangely 


Built, and moſt of them out of Repair. 
The 


bg 
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The People in the Streets walked faſt, 
looked wild, their Eyes fixed, and were 
generally in Rags. We paſſed through | 
one of the Town-Gates, and went about 
three Miles into the Country, where I 
ſaw many Labourers working with ſe⸗ 
veral ſorts of Tools in the Ground, but 
was not able to conjecture what they 
were about, neither did I obſerve any 
expectation either of Corn or Graſs, al- 
though the Soil appeared to be excellent. 
I could not forbear admiring at theſe 
odd Appearances both in Town and 
Country, and I made bold to deſire my 
Conductor, that he would be pleaſed 
to explain to me what could be meant 
by ſo many buſy Heads, Hands and 
Faces, both in the Streets and the Fields, 
becauſe I did not diſcover any good 
Effects they produced; but on the con- 
trary, I never knew a Soil ſo unhappily 
cultivated, Houſes ſo ill contrived and 
ſo ruinous, or a People whoſe Counte- 
nances and Habit expreſſed ſo much 
Miſery and Want. 
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If + H1s Lord Munodi was a Perſon of 
the firſt Rank, and had been ſome Years | 
Governor of Lagado, but by a Cabal of 
Miniſters was diſcharged for Inſuffici- 
ency. However the King treated him 
with Tenderneſs, as a well-meaning 
Man, but of a low contemptible Under- 
ſtanding. 


WEN I gave that free Cenſure of 
the Country and its Inhabitants, he made 
no further Anſwer than by telling me, 
that I had not been long enough a- 


mong them to form a judgment; and 


that the different Nations of the World 
had different Cuſtoms, with other com- 
mon Topicks to the ſame Purpoſe. But 
when we returned to his Palace, he 
asked me bow I liked the Building, 
what Abſurdities I obſerved, and what 


Quarrel I had with the Dreſs and Looks 


of his Domeſticks. This he might ſafely 
do, becauſe every thing about him was 


Magnificent, Regular and Polite. I an- 


ſwered, 
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ſwered that his Excellencies Prudence, 
Quality, and Fortune, had exempted 
him from thoſe defetts which Folly and 
Beggary had produced in others. He 
ſaid if I would go with him to his 
Country Houſe about twenty Miles 
diſtant, where his Eſtate lay, there 
would be more leiſure for this kind of 
Converſation. I told his Excellency that 
1 was entirely at his Diſpoſal, and ac- 
cordingly we ou out next Morning. 


\Durins our Journey, he made me 


obſerve the ſeveral Methods uſed by 
Farmers in managing their Lands, which 
to me were wholly unaccountable, for 
except in ſome very few Places, I could 


not diſcover one Far of Corn or Blade 


of Graſs. But, in three Hours travel- 
ling, the Scene was wholly altered; we 
came into a moſt beautiful Country; 
Farmers Houſes at ſmall diſtances, neat- 


ly built, the Fields encloſed, containing 


Vineyards, Corn- grounds and Meadows. 
Neither do I remember to have ſeen a 
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more dels Proſpect. His Excellen- 


cy obſerved my Countenance to clear 


up; he told me with a Sigh, that there 
his Eſtate began, and would continue 
the ſame till we ſhould come to his 
Houſe. That his Countrymen ridiculed 
and deſpis'd Him for managing his Affairs 


no better, and for ſetting ſo ill an Ex- 
ample to the Kingdom, which however 


was followed by very few, ſuch as were 


old and wilful, and weak like himſelf. 


WE came at length to the Houſe, 


which was indeed a noble Structure, 


built according to the belt Rules of An- 


cient Architecture. The Fountains, 


Gardens, Walks, Avenues, and Groves 


were all diſpoſed with exact judgment 
and Taſte. I gave due Praiſes to every 
thing I ſaw, whereof his "Excellency 
took: not the leaſt Notice till after Sup- 


Per, when, there being no third Com- 
panion, he told me with a very melan- 
choly Air, that he doubted he muſt 


throw down his Houſes in Town and 
; Country, 
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Country, to rebuild them after the preſent 
Mode, deſtroy all his Plantations, and 
caſt others in ſuch a Form as modern 
Uſage required, and give the ſame Di- 
rections to all his Tenants, unleſs he 
would ſubmit to incur the Cenſure of 
Pride, Singularity, Affectation, Igno- 
rance, Caprice, and perhaps encreaſe 
His Majeſties Diſpleaſure. 


Tur the Admiration 1 appeared 
to be under, would ceaſe or diminiſh 
when he had informed me of ſome Par- 
ticulars, which probably I never heard 
of at Court, the People there being too 
much taken up in their own Speculati- 


ons, to have regard to what paſſed here 
below. 


IE Sum of his Diſcourſe was to this 
Effect. That about Fourty Years ago, 
certain Perſons went up to Laputa ei- 
ther upon Buſineſs or Diverſion, and af 
ter five Months continuance came back 
with a very little ſmattering in Mathe- 


maticks, 
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maticks, but full of Volatile Spirits acC- 
quired in that Airy Region. That theſe 
Perſons upon their Return began to 
diſlike the Management of every thing 
below, and fell into Schemes of putting 
all Arts, Sciences, Languages, and Me- 
chanicks upon a new Foot. To this 
End they procured a Royal Patent for 
erecting an Academy of PROIECTroORS 
in Lagado; And the Humour prevailed 
fo {ſtrongly among the People, that there 
is not a Town of any Conſequence in 
the Kingdom without ſuch an Academy. 
In theſe Colledges, the Profeſſors con- 
trive new Rules and Methods of Agri- 
culture and Building, and new Inftru- 
ments and Tools for all Trades and 
Manufactures, whereby, as they under- 
take, one Man ſhall do the Work of 
ten; a Palace may be built in a Week, 
of Materials fo durable as to laſt for 
ever withont repairing. All the Fruits 
of the Earth ſhall come to Maturity at 
whatever Seaſon we think fit to chuſe, 
and increaſe an Hundred Fold more than 

| they 
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they do at preſent, with innumerable 
other happy Propoſals. The only In- 
convenience is, that none of thefe Pro- 
jets are yet brought to Perfection, and 
in the mean time the whole Country 
lies miſerably waſt, the Houſes in 
Ruins, and the People without Food or 
Cloths. By all which, inſtead of being 
diſcouraged, they are fifty times more 
violently bent upon proſecuting their 
Schemes, driven equally on by Hope 
and Deſpair ; That as for himſelf, being 
not of an Enterprizing Spirit, he was 
content to go on in the old Forms, to 
live in the Houſes his Anceſtors had 
built, and Act as they did in every part 
of Life without Innovation. That, ſome 
few other Perſons of Quality and Gentry 
had done the fame, but were looked 


on with an Eye of Contempt and III 


Will, as Enemies to Art, 1gnorant, and 
ill Commonwealths-men, preferring their 
own Eaſe and Sloth before the general 
Improvement of their Country. 
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HIS Lord ſhip added, that he would 


not by any further Particulars prevent the 


Fleaſure I ſhould certainly take in view- 
ing the Grand Academy, whither he 


was reſolved I ſhould go. He only de. 


fired me to obſerve a ruined. Building 
upon the ſide of a Mountain about three 
Miles diſtant, of which he gave me 
this Account. That he had a very con- 
venient Mill within half a Mile of his 
Houſe, turned by a Current from a large 
River, and ſufficient for his own Family 
as well as a great number of his Tenants. 
That, about ſeven Years ago, a Club 
of thoſe Projectors came to him with 
Propoſals to deſtroy this Mill, and 
build another on the ſide 5 that 


Mountain, on the long Ridge whereof 


a long Canal muſt be cut for a Repoſi- 
tory of Water, to be conveyed up by 
Pipes and Engines to ſupply the Mill: 
| Becauſe the Wind and Air upon a Height 
agitated the Water, and thereby. made 
it fitter for en; And becauſe the 


Ld 


Water deſcending down a Declivity 


would turn the Mill with half the Cur- 


rent 
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rent of a River whoſe Courſe is more 
upon a Level. He ſaid, that being then 
not very well with the Court, and 
preſſed by many of his Friends, he com- 
plyed with the Propoſal; and after em- 
ploying an Hundred Men for two Years, 
the Work miſcarryed, the ProjeQors 
went off, laying the blame entirely upon 
him, railing at him ever ſince, and put- 
ting others upon the ſame Experiment, 
with equal Aſſurance of Succeſs, as well 
as equal Diſappointment. 


IN a few Days we came back to 
Town, and His Excellency, conſidering 
the bad Character he had in the Aca- 
demy, would not go with me himſelf, 
but recommended me to a Friend of, his 
to bear me Company thither. My Lord 
was pleaſed to repreſent me as a great 
Admirer of Projects, and a Perſon of 
much Curioſity and eaſy Belief, which 
indeed was not without Truth, for I 
had my ſelf been a fort of a Projector in 
my younger Days. | | 
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CHAP. V. 


The Author permitted to FIR the reed 
Academy , Lagado. The ak 
largely deſcribed. The Arts wherein 
the Profeſſors employ themſelves. 


HIS Academy i is not an en- 
tire ſingle Building, but 
a Continuation of ſeveral 

] Houſes on both ſides of a 
Street, which growing waſt was pur- 
chaſed and applyed to that Uſe. 


I was received very kindly by the 
Warden, and went for many Days to 
the Academy. Every Room hath in it 
one or more Projectors, and I belieye I 
could not be in fewer than five Hundred 
Rooms. 


THE 
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TR firſt Man I ſaw was of a mea- 
ger Aſpect, with footy Hands and Face, 
his Hair and Beard long, ragged and 
ſinged in ſeveral places. His Cloths, 
Shirt, and Skin were all of the ſame 
Colour. He had been eight Years upon 
a Project for extracting Sun- Beams out 
of Cucumbers, which were to be put 
into Vials hermetically Sealed, and let 
out to warm the Air in raw inclement 
Summers. He told me, he did not 
doubt in eight Years more, he ſhould 
be able to ſupply the Governors Gardens 
with Sheds at a reaſonable Rate; 
but he complained that his Stock was 
low, and ee me to give him 
ſomething as an Encouragement to In- 
genuity, eſpecially ſince this had been 
a very dear Seaſon for Cucumbers. I 
made him a ſmall Prefent, for my Lord 
had furniſhed me with Money on pur- 
poſe, becauſe he knew their Practice 
of begging from all who go to, ke 
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I went into another Chamber, but 
was ready to haſten back, being almoſt 
overcome with a horrible ſtink. My 
Conductor preſſed me forward, conju- 
ring me in a Whiſper to give no offence, 
which would be highly reſented, and 
therefore I durſt not ſo much as ſtop 
my Noſe. The Projector of this Cell 
was the moſt Ancient Student of the 
Academy. His Face and Beard were of 
a pale Yellow ; His Hands and Cloths 
dawbed over with Filth. When I was 
preſented to him, he gave me a very 
clole Embrace, (a Compliment I could 
well have - excuſed.) His Employment 
from his firſt coming into the Academy 
was an Operation to reduce human Ex- 
crement to its original Food, by ſepa- 
rating the ſeveral Parts, removing the 
Tincture which it receives from the 
Gall, making the Odour exhale, and 
ſcumming off the Saliva, He had a 
weekly Allowance from the Society of 
n | a Veſlel filled with Human Ordure; about 
the bigneſs of a Briſtol Barrel. 
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I faw another at work to calcine Ice 
into Gun- Powder, who likewiſe ſhewed' 
me 4 Treatiſe he had written concern- 


ing the Malleability of Fire, which he 


intended to publiſh, | 


THERE was a moſt ingeniousArchi- 


tect who had contrived a new Method 
for building Houſes, by beginning at the 
Roof and working downwards to the 
Foundation, which he juſtified to me by 


the like Practice of thoſe two prudent, 
InſeQts the Bee and the Spider. 


* 1 An « Man born blind, who 


had ſeveral Apprentices in his own Con- 
dition: Their Employment was to mix 
Colours for Painters, which their Maſter 
taught them to diſtinguiſh by feeling and 
ſmelling. It was indeed my Misfortune 


to find them at that time not very per- 


fect in their Leſſons, and the Profeſſor 
himſelf happened to be generally miſta- 


ken: This Artiſt is much encouraged and 


eſteemed by the whole Fraternity. 
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Ix another Apartment I was highly 


"pleaſed with a Projector, WhO had 
found a Device of Plowing the Ground 
with Hogs, to fave the Charges of 


Plows, Cattle, and Labour. The Me- 
thod. is this ; In an Acre of Ground you 


| bury at fix Inches diſtance, ; and eight 


deep, a quantity of Acorns, Dates, 


Cheſnuts, and other Maſte or Vegetables 


whereof theſe Animals are fondeſt: then 
you drive ſix hundred or more of them 
into the Field, where ina few Days they 


will root up the whole Ground in ſearch 


of their Food, and make it fit for Sow- 


ing, at the ſame time manuring it with 
their Dung; it is true upon Experiment 
they found the Charge and Trouble 
very great, and they had little or no 
Crop. However, it is not doubted 


that this Invention may be capable of 
great Im nnn 


I went into another Room, where the 
Walls and Ceiling were all hung round 
with Cobwebs, except a narrow Paſſage 
- 2 Wor 
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© ſors the Artiſt: to go in and out. At 


my Entrance he called aloud to me not to 
diſturb his Webs. He lamented the fatal 
Miſtake the World had been ſo long in 
of uſing Silk Worms, while we liad-fuch 
plenty of Domeſtick Inſects, who infi- 
nitely excelled: the former, becauſe they 
underſtood how: to weave: as well as 
ſpin. And he propoſed farther, that by 
employing Spiders, the Charge of dying 
Silks: ſhould be wholly ſaved, whereof 1 
was fully convinced when he ſhewed me 
a vaſt number of Flies moſt beautifully 
coloured, wherewith he ted his Spiders, 
aſſur ing us, that the Webs would take a 
Tin&ure from them; and as he had them 
of all Hues, he hoped to fit every body's 
Fancy, as ſoon as he could find proper 
Food for the Flys of certain Gums, Oyls, 
and other glutinous Matter to give 
aà Strength and Confiſtence to the 
Threads. 


THERE was an Aſtronomer who had 
undertaken to place a Sun-Dial upon 
| F 2 the 
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the great Weather- cock on the 'Town- 


Houſe, by adjuſting the annual and di- 


urnal Motions of the Earth and Sun, ſo 


as to anſwer and coincide with * acci- 
dental e by the Wind. 


I was complainicy of: a mal Fit of 
che Cholick, upon which my Conductor 
led me into a Room, where a great Phy- 
ſician reſided, who was famous for cu- 


ring that Diſeaſe by contrary Operations 


from the ſame Inſtrument. He had a 
large pair of Bellows with a long ſlender 
Muzzle' of Ivory. This he conveyed 


eight Inches up the Anus, and drawing 


in the Wind, he affirmed he could make 
the Guts as lank as a dried Bladder. But 
when the Diſeaſe was more ſtubborn and 
violent, he let in the Muzzle while the 
Bellows were full of Wind, which he 
diſcharged into the Body of the Patient, 


then withdrew the Inſtrument. to re- 


pleniſh it, clapping his Thumb ftrongly 
againſt the Orifice of the Fundament; 
and this being repeated three or four 

h | times 
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times, the adventitious Wind would ruſh 
out, bringing the noxious along with it 
(like Water put into a Pump) and the 
Patient recover. I faw him try both 
Experiments upon a Dog, but could not 
diſcern any Effect from the former. Af. 
ter the latter, the Animal was ready to 
burſt, and made fo. violent a Diſcharge, 
as was very offenſive to me and my 
Companions. The Dog died on the 
Spot, and we left the Doctor endea- 
vouring to recover him by the ſame Ope- 
ration. 


I viſited many other Apartments, but 
ſhall not trouble my Reader with all the 
Curioſities I obſerved, being ſtudious of 
Brevity. 


I had hitherto ſeen only one ſide of 
the Academy, the other being appropri- 
ated to the Advancers of ſpeculative 
Learning, of whom I ſhall ſay ſome- 
thing when I have mentioned one illu- 
ſtrious Perſon more, who is called among 

3 ten 


T6 
. 
* 
qi 
Th 
1 
5 
1 


* 1 
— 
— — 


7 8 4 v O YA GE 


theni the univerſal Artiſt. He told us he 
had: been thirty Years employing his 
Thoughts for the Improvement of hu- 
man Life. He had two large Rooms 

full of wonderful Curioſities, and fifty 


Men at work. Some were condenſing 


Air into a dry tangible Subſtance, by ex- 


tracting the Nitre, and letting the Aque- 
ous or fluid Particles percolate ; others 
ſoftening Marble for Pillows and Pin- 
cuſhions; others petrifying the Hoofs of 


2 living Horſe to preſerve them from 


foundring. The Artiſt himſelf was at 
that time buſy upon two great Deſigns; 

the firſt to ſow Land with Chaff, where- 
in ke affirmed the true ſeminal Virtue to 
be contained, as he demonſtrated by ſe- 
veral Experiments which I was not 
Skilful enough to comprehend. The o- 

ther was, by a certain Compoſition of 
Gums, Minerals, and Vegetables out- 
wardly applied, to prevent the Growth 
of Wool upon two young Lambs; and 
he hoped in a reaſonable time to pro- 
pagate the Breed of naked Sheep all over 
the Kingdom. WE 
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Wx croſſed a Walk to the other part 
of the Academy, where, as I have 
already faid, the Proje An in e 


Lins religen, | 


Tre firſt Profeſſor I ſaw was in a 
very large Room, with forty Pupils a- 
bout him.. After Salutation, obſerving 
me to look earneſtly upon a Frame, which 
took up the greateſt part of both the 
Length and Breadth af the Room, he 
faid perhaps I might wonder to ſee him 
employed in a Project for improving 
ſpeculative Knowledge by practical and 
mechanical Operations. But the World 
would ſoon be ſenſible of its Uſefulneſs, 
and he flattered himſelf that a more no- 
ble exalted Thought never ſprung in 
any other Man's Head. Every one 
knew how laborious the uſual Method is 
of attaining to Arts and Sciences; where- 
as by his Contrivance, the moſt ignorant 
Perſon at a reaſonable Charge, and with 
a little bodily Labour, may write both 
in Philoſophy, Poetry, Politicks, Law, 

0 Ma- 
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Mathematicks and Theology, without 


the leaſt Aſſiſtance - from Genius or 
Study. He then led me to the Frame, 


about the ſides whereof all his Pupils 
ſtood in Ranks. It was twenty Foot 


Square, placed in the middle of the 


Room. The Superficies was compoſed 


of ſeveral bits of Wood, about the big- 


neſs of a Dye, but ſome larger than o- 
thers. They were all linked together 
by ſlender Wires. Theſe bits of Wood 
were covered on every Square with 


Paper paſted on them, and on theſe 


Papers were written all the Words of 
their Language in their ſeveral Moods, 


Tenſes, and Declenſions, but without 


any Order. The Profeſſor then deſired 
me to obſerve, for he was going to ſet his 
Engine at Work. The Pupils at his 
Command took each of them hold of 
an Iron - Handle, whereof there were 
fourty fixed round the Edges of the 


Frame, and giving them a ſudden turn, 
the whole Diſpoſition of the Words was 


entirely changed. He then commanded 
{1x 
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ſix and thirty of the Lads to read the ſeve- 
ral Lines ſoſtly as they appeared upon the 
Frame; and where they found three or 
four Words together that might make 
part of a Sentence, they dictated to the 
four remaining Boys who were Scribes. 


This Work was repeated three or four 


times, and at every turn the Engine was 
ſo contrived, that the Words ſhifted in- 


to new. places, af the ſquare bits of as 


Wood moved upſide down. 


.S1x Hours a-day the young Students 
were employed in this Labour, and the 
Profeſſor ſhewed me ſeveral Volumes 
in large Folio already collected, of 
broken - Sentences, which he intended 
to piece together, and out of thoſe rich 
Materials to give- the World a compleat 
Body of all Arts and Sciences; which 
however might be ftill improved, and 
much. expedited, if the Publick would 
raiſe a Fund for making and employing 
five hundred ſuch Frames in Lagado, 
and oblige the Managers to contribute 

in 
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H x affured me, that his Invention 


had employed all his Thoughts from his 


Youth, that he had employed the whole 
Vocabulary into his Frame, and made 
the ſtricteſt Computation of the general 


Proportion there is in the Book between 


tlie Numbers of Particles, . N 7 


Verbs, and other Parts of. Speech. 


I made my humbleſt Acknowled ge. 
ment to this illuſtrious Perſon for his 


great Communicativeneſs, and pro- 
miſed if ever I had the good Fortune 
to return to my Native Country, that 1 
would do him Juſtice, as the ſole In- 
venter of this wonderful Machine; the 
Form and Contrivance of which L de- 
fired leave to delineate upon Paper 
as in the Figure here annexed.- I told 
him, although it were the Cuſtom of 
our Learned in Europe to ſteal Inventions 
fr om each other, who had thereby at 
FT | leaſt 
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leaſt this advantage, that it became a 
Controverfy which was the right Owner, 
yet I would take ſuch Caution, that he 
ſhould have the Honour entire . a 


Wa next! went to es School of 
Lang, Where three Profeſſors ſate 


in Conſultation upon improving t of 
their own nn, 


Tu E frſt Project: was to Gen 
Diſcourſe by cutting Polyſyllables into 
one, and leaving out Verbs and Parti- 
ciples, becauſe in _—_— all 8 -47 1ma- 
ginable are but Nouns. 


in other was a Scheme for en- 
tirely aboliſhing all Words whatſoever; 
and this was urged as a great Advantage 


in point of Health as well as Brevit7). 


For, it is plain, that every Word we 
ſpeak is in ſome Degree a Diminution of 
our Lungs by Corroſion, and conſe- 
quently contributes to the ſhortning of 
our 
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our Lives. An Expedient was there- 
fore offered, that ſince Words are only 
Names for Things, it would be more 


convenient for all Men to carry about 
them, ſuch Things as were neceſſary - to 


_ expreſs the particular Buſineſs they are 


to diſcourſe. on. And this Invention 


would certainly have taken. Place, to 


the great Eaſe as well as Health of the 
Subject, if the Women in conjunction 
with the Vulgar and Illiterate had not 
threatned to raiſe a Rebellion, unleſs 


they might be allowed the Liberty to 


ſpeak with their Tongues, | after the 
manner of their Anceſtors; Such con- 
ſtant irreconcileable Enemies to Science 
are the Common People. However, 
many of the moſt Learned and Wile 
adhere to the New Scheme of expreſſing 
themſelves by Things, which hath only 
— attending it, that if 
a Mans Buſineſs be very great, and of 
various kinds, he muſt be obliged in 
Proportion to carry a greater Bundle of 


Thixgs upon his Back, unleſs he can 


afford 
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afford one or two ſtrong Servants to at- 
tend him. I have often beheld two of 
thoſe Sages almoſt ſinking under the 
Weight of their Packs, like Pedlers a+ 
mong us; who when they met in the 
Streets would lay down their Loads, 
open their Saddles and hold Converſation 
for an Hour together; then put up their 
Implements, help each other to reſume 
their Burthens, and take their Leave. 


Bur for ſhort Converſations a Man 
may carry Implements in his Pockets 
and under his Arms, enough to ſupply 
him, and in his Houſe he cannot be 
at a loſs; Therefore the Room where 
Company meet who practice this Art, 
is full of all Things ready at Hand, re- 
quiſite to furniſh Matter for this kind 
of Artificial Converſe. 


ANOTHER great Advantage pro- 
poſed by this Invention, was that it 
would ſerve as an Univerſal Language 
to be underſtood in all civilized Nati- 
ons, 


* 
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ons, whoſe Goods and Utenſils are ge⸗ 
nerally of che ſame kind, or nearly re- 
ſembling, ſo that their Uſes might eaſily 
be comprehended. And the Embaſſa- 
dors would be qualified to treat with 
foreign Princes or Miniſters of State to 
whoſe T ue they were utter e 
ers. 


1 was at the Mathematical School, 
where the Maſter taught his Pup! * 
after a Method ſcarce imaginable to 
us in Europe. The Fropoſition and 
Demonſtration were fairly written on 
a thin Wafer, with Ink: compoſed of a 
Cephalick Tincture. This the Student 
was to fwallow upon a faſting Stomach, 
and for three Days following eat no- 
thing but Bread and Water. As the 
Wafer digeſted, the Tincture mounted to 
his Brain, bearing the Propoſition along 
with it. But the Succeſs hath not hither- 

to been anſwerable, partly by ſome 
Error in the Quantum or Compoſition, 
and partly by the Perverſeneſs of Lads, 

tO 
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to whom this Bolus is fo nauſeous that 


they generally ſteal alide, and diſcharge 


it upwards before it can operate, neither 
have they been yet perſuaded to uſe ſo 
long an Abſtinence as the Preſcription 
requires. 
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A further Actount of the Academy. 

The Author propoſes ſome Improve- 

ments which are honourably re- 
ceived. 
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N the School of Political Pro- 
Wt jectors I was but ill entertain- 
ed, the Profeſſors appearing 
in my Judgment wholly out of their 
Senſes, which is. a Scene that never 
fails to make me melancholy. Theſe 
unhappy People were propoſing Schemes 
for perſuading Monarchs to chuſe Fa- 
vourites upon the Score of their Wiſ- 
dom, Capacity and Virtue; of teaching 
Miniſters to conſult - the Publick Good; 
of rewarding Merit, great Abilities and 
eminent Services; of inſtructing Princes 
to know their true Intereſt by placing 
it 
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it on the ſame Foundation with that of 
their People: Of chuſing for Employ- 
ments Perſons qualified to exerciſe them; 
with many other wild impoſſible Chimæ- 
ras, that never entred before into the 
heart of Man to conceive, and con- 
firmed in me the old Obſervation, that 
there is nothing ſo extravagant and irra- 
tional which ſome Philoſophers have 
not maintained for Truth. 


1 8 1 ſhall 0 9 do 
juſtice to this Part of the Academy, as 
to acknowledge that all of them were 
not ſo viſionary. There was a moſt 
Ingenious Doctor who ſeemed to be 
perfectly verſed in the whole Nature 
and Syſtem of Government. This il- 
luſtrious Perſon had very uſefully em- 
ployed his Studies in finding out effet- 
ual Remedys for all Diſeaſes and Cor- 
ruptions, to which the ſeveral kinds of 
publick Adminiſtration are ſubje& by 
the Vices or Infirmities of thoſe. who 
govern, as well as by the Licentiouſ- 
Part III. G 1 


Dre 
neſs of thoſe who are to obey.! Bor 
inſtance; Whereas all Writers and Rea- 
ſoners have aprectl, that there is aftri& 
univerſal Reſemblance between the Na- 
tural and the Political Body; can there 
be any thing mote evident, than that 
the health of both muſt be preferved, 
and the Diſeaſes cured by the ſame Pre- 
ſcription? It is allowed, that Senates 
and great Councils are often troubled 
with redundant, ebullient, and other 
peccant Hurtours, with many Diſeaſes 
of the Head, and more of the Heart; 
with ſtrong Convulſions, with griev- 
ous Contractions of the Nerves and 
Sinews in both Hands, but eſpecially 
the Right: With Spleen, Flatus, Ver- 
tigos ahd Deliriums; with Scrophulous 
Tumours full of ferid purulent Matter; 
with ſower frothy Ructations, with 
Canine Appetites and crudeneſs of Di- 
geſtion, beſides many others needleſs 
to mention. This Doctor therefore pro- 
poſed, that upon the meeting of a 
Senate, certain Phyſicians ſhould attend 
L | +103 -230Þ 
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at the three firſt Days of their ſitting, 
and at the Cloſe of each days Debate, 
feel the Pulſes of every Senator; aſter 
which having maturely confiderad; and 
_ conſulted upon the Nature. of che ſeve- 
ral Maladies, and the method of Cure, 
they ſhould on the fourth Day return 


to the Senate Houſe, attended by their 


Apothecaries ſtored with proper Medi. 
cines, and before the Members fate, 
adminiſter to each of them Lenitives, 
Aperitives, Abſterſives, Corroſives, Re- 
ſtringents, Palliatives, Laxatives, Cepha- 
lalgicks, IQericks, Apophlegmaticks, A- 
couſticks, as their ſeveral caſes required, 
and according as theſe Medicines ſhould 
operate, repeat, alter, or omit them at 
the next Meeting, 


T # 1s Project could not be of any 
great Expence to the Publick, and would 
in my. poor opinion, be of much Uſe 
for the diſpatch of Buſineſs in thoſe 


Countries where Senates have any ſhare in 


the Legiſlative Power, beget Unanimity, 
ſhorten Debates, open a few Mouths 
G 2 . 
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which are now cloſed, and cloſe many 

more which are now open; curb the 
Petulancy of the Young, and correct the 
Poſitiveneſs of the Old; rouze the Stupid, 
and damp the Pert. 


As A1N, Becauſe it is a general Com- 
plaint that the Favourites of Princes are 
troubled with ſhort and weak Memories; 
the ſame Doctor propoſed, that who- 
ever attended a Firſt Minifler, after ha- 
ving told his buſineſs with the utmoſt 
Brevity, and in the plaineſt Words; 
ſhould at his Departure give the ſaid 
Miniſter a Tweak by the Noſe, or a 
kick in the Belly, or tread on his Corns, 
or lug him thrice by both Ears, or run 
a Pin into his Breech, or pinch his Arm 
black and blew, to prevent Forgetful- 
neſs: and at every Levee Day repeat 
the fame Operation, till the Buſineſs 
were done or abſolutely refuſed. 


HE likewiſe directed, that every Se- 
nator in the great Council of a Nation, 
85 after 
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after he had delivered his Opinion, and 
argued in the Defence of it, ſhould be 
obliged to give his Vote directly con- 
trary; becauſe if that were done, the 
Reſult would infallibly terminate in tho 
Good of the gh 


Wir EN Parties in A State are violent, 
he offered a wonderful Contrivance to 
reconcile them. The Method is this. 
You take an Hundred Leaders of each 
Party, you diſpoſe of them into Couples 
of ſuch whoſe Heads are neareſt of a 
ſize; then let two nice Operators ſaw 
off the Occzput of each Couple. at the 
fame time, in ſuch a manner that the 


Brain may be equally divided. Let the 


 Occiputs thus cut off be interchanged, 


applying each to the Head of his oppoſite 


Party-man. It ſeems indeed to be a 
Work that requireth ſome exactneſs, but 
the Profeſſor aſſured us, that if it were 


dextrouſly performed, the Cure would 


be infallible. For he argued thus; that 


the two half Brains being leſt to debate 
1 the 
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the Matter between tliemſelves within 
the Ipace of one Scull, would ſoon come 
to a good Underſtanding, and produce 
that Moderation as well as Regularity 
of thinking, ſo much to be wiſhed fot 
in the Heads of thoſe, who imagine 
they come into the World only to watch 
and govern its Motion: And as to the 
difference of Brains in Quantity or Qua- 
lity, among thoſe who are Directors 
in FaQon ; the Doctor aſſured us from 


his on knowtellge, that it Was a Per- 
ſet Trifle. 


I teatd/ a very warm Debate between 
two Profeſſors, about the moſt com- 
modious and effectual ways and means 
of raiſing Money without grieving the 
Subject. The firſt affirmed the juſteſt 
Method would be to lay a certain Tax 
upon Vices and Folly, and the Sum 
fixed upon every Man, to be rated at- 
ter the faireſt manner by a Jury of his 
Neighbours. The ſecond was of an 
Opinion directly contrary, to ws thoſe 


* Quali- 


to LAP UT A, &c. 87 


Qualities of Body and Mind for which 
Men chiefly value themſelves, the Rate 


to he more or leſs according to the 


Degrees of excelling, the Deciſion where- 
of ſhould be leſt entirely to their own 
Breaſt. The higheſt Tax was upon 
Men, who are the greateſt Favourites 
of the other Sex, and the Aſſeſſments 
according to the Number and Natures 
of the Favours they have received; for 
which they are allowed to be their own 
Vouchers, Wit, Valour, and Politeneſs 
were hkewile propoſed to be largely 
Taxed, and colleQed in the ſame man- 


ner, by every Perſons giving his own 


Word for the Quantum of what he 
poſſeſſed. But as to Honour, | J uſtice, 
Wiſdom and Learning, they ſhould not 
be taxed at all, becauſe they are Qua- 
lifications of ſo ſingular a kind, that no 


Man will either allow them in his Neigh- 


bour, or value them in himſelf. 


| Tx x Women were propoſed to be 
taxed according to their Beauty and 


G 4 Skill 
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skill in Dreſſing, wherein they had the 
fame Priviledge with the Men, to be 
determined by their own Judgment. 
But Conſtancy, Chaſtity, good Senſe, 
and good Nature were not rated, 5 
cauſe they would not bear che _ 


1 een 


0 keep Sent in the Intereſt 57 the 
Crown, it was propoſed that the Mem- 
bers ſhould rafle for Employments, 
every Man firſt taking an Oath, and 
giving Security that he would Vote for 
the Court, whether he won or no, after 


which the Loſers had in their Turn 


the liberty of Raffling upon the next 
Vacancy. Thus Hope and Expectation 
would be kept alive, none would com- 
plain of broken Promiſes, but impute 
their Diſappointments wholly to For- 
tune, whoſe Shoulders are broader and 
ſtronger than thoſe of a Miniſtry. 


AxoTHEr Profeſſor ſhew2d me a 
large — of Inſtructions for diſcover- 


ing 
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ing Plots and Confpiracies againſt the 
Government. He adviſed great Stateſ- 
men to examine into the Dyet of all 
ſuſpected Perſons; their times of eating; 
upon which ſide they lay in Bed; with 
which Hand they wiped their Poſteriors; f 
take a ſtrict View of their Excrements, 
and from the Colour, the Odour, the 
Taſte, the: Coufiftancs;; the Crudeneſs, g 
or Maturity of Digeſtion form a Judg- 
ment of their Thoughts and 1 
Becauſe Men are never ſo Serious, 
Thoughtful, and Intent, as when they 
are at Stool, which he found by fre- 
quent Experiment: For in ſuch Con- 
junctures, - when he uſed meerly as a 
Trial, to conſider which was the beſt 
way of murdering the King, his Ordure 
would have a Tincture of Green, but 
quite different when he thought only of 
raiſing an Ioſurrection or burning the 
Metropolis. 


THE whole Diſcourſe was written 
with great Acuteneſs, containing many 
Obfer- 
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Obſervations hoth curious and uſeful 
for Politicians, but as L conceived not: 
altogether compleat. This I ventured to 
tell che Author, and offered if he plea- 
ſed to ſupply him with ſome. Additions, 
He received my Propoſition | with more 
Compliance than is uſual among Writers, 
eſpecially thoſe of the projecting Species, 
proſeſſing he would be Sad to receive 
tarther Information. 20 F330) ö 


1 told him, that ſhoud 1 3 to live 
in a Kingdom here Plots and Conſpira- 
cies were either in vogue from the tur- 
bulency of the meaner People, or could 
be turned to the uſe and ſervice of the 
higher Rank of them, I firſt would take 
care to cheriſh and encourage the breed 
of Diſcoverers, Witneſſes, Informers, Ac- 
cufers, Profecutors, Evidences, Swearers, 
together with their ſeveral ſubſervient 
and ſubaltern Inſtruments ; and when 1 
had gor a competent Number of them of 
all ſorts and Capacities, I would put them 
under the Colour and conduct of ſome 
dextrous 
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dextrous Perſons in ſufficient power 
both to protect and reward them. Men 
thus qualified and thus empowered 
might make a molt excellent uſe and 
advantage of Plots, they might raiſe 
their own Characters and paſs for moſt 
profound Politicians, they might reſtore 
new Vigor to a crazy Adminiſtration, 
they might ſtifle or divert general Diſ- 
contents ; fill their Pockets with For- 
feitures, and advance or ſink the Opi- 
nion of Publick Credit, as either might 
anſwer their private Advantage. This 
might be done by firſt agreeing and ſet- 
tling among themſelves what ſuſpected 
Perſons ſhould be accuſed of a Plot. 
Then effeCtual care is taken to ſecure all 
their Letters and Papers, and put the 
Criminal in ſafe and ſecure Cuſtody. 
| Theſe Papers might be delivered to a 
Sett of Artiſts of Dexterity ſufficient to 
find out the myſterious Meanings of 
Words, Syllables, and Letters. They 
ſhould be allowed to put what Inter- 
pretation they pleaſed upon _— giv- 

PART III. ing 
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ing them a Senſe not only which _ 
no: relation at all to them; but even 
What is quite contrary to their true In- 
tent and real Meaning; thus for In. 
ſtance, they may, if they ſo fancy, i ins 
terpret a Sie ve to ſignify”: a Court 
Lad), a lame Dog an Invader, the 
Plagne a ſtanding Army, a (Buzzard 
a great Stateſman, the Gout a High 
Prieſt, a Chamber pot a Committee of 
Grandees, a Brom a Revolution, a 
Mouſe-trap an Imployment, à Bottom. 
les. pit a "Tveafury, a Sink à Court, 
4 Cap and Bulls a Favorite; a broken 
Reed a Court u Juſtice, an empty Tur 
a — a n. n an Lane 
1 e i lerim r 


| nie: ſhould this Method fall, re- 
wourls might be had to -others | more 
effectual, by Learned Men called Acro- 
Flicks and Anagrams. Firſt, might be 
found Men of Skill and Penetration who 
can diſcern that all initial Letters have.po- 
litical Meanings. Thus N ſhall ſignity a 
Plot, 
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Plot, B a Regiment of Horſe, L a Fleet 


at Sea. Or ſecondly, by tranſpoſing the 
Letters of the Alphabet in any ſuſpected 


Paper, who can diſcover the deepeſt 


"Deſigns of a diſcontented Party. So for 


example, if I ſhould fay in a Letter to a 
Friend, Our Brother 'Tom has juſt got the 
Piles, a Man of Skill in this Art would 


diſcover how the ſame Letters which 
compoſe that Sentence, may be analyſed 


into the following Words; Reſiſt, 
a Plot is brought Home ——— The Tour; 
And this is the Anagrammatick Method. 


Tux Profeſſor made me great Keine 
ledgments for communicating theſe Ob- 


ſervations, and promiſed to make ho- 
nourable mention of me in his Trea- 


tiſe. 


I faw nothing in this Country that 
could invite me to a longer Conti- 


nuance, and began to think of return- 
ing home to Ezgland. 


CHAP. 
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The Author leaves nia arrives at 
Maldonada. No Ship ready. He 
takes a ſhort Voyage to'Glubbdub- 
drib. His Reception 5 the Go- 


vernor. 


5 HE binnen of which this 
JS| E Kingdom was a part, extends 
8 <2 itſelf, as I have reaſon to be- 
—_ "EY Eaſtward to that un- 
known Tragt of America, Weſtward of 
caliſ ornia, and North to the Pacifick 

Ocean, which is not above a hundred 

and fifty Miles from L,agado, where 

there is a good Port and much Com- 

merce with the great Iſland of Laggnagg, 

ſituated to the North · Weft about 29 De- 

. grees North Latitude, and 140 Longi- 


tude. This Iſland of Luggnagg ſtands 
Sonth 
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South-Eaſtwards of Japan, about an 
hundred Leagues diſtant. There is a 

ſtrict Alliance between the Japaneſe 
Emperor and the King of Luggnagg, 
which affords frequent Opportunties of 
failing from one Iſland to the other. 1 
determined therefore to direct my Courſe 
this Way in order to my return to 
Europe. I hired two Mules with a Guide 
ro ſhew me the way, and carry my 
ſmall Baggage. I took leave of my no- 
ble Protector, who had ſhewn me fo 
much Favour, and made me a generous | 
Preſent at my Denne 


Mv Journey was without any Acci- 
dent or Adventure worth relating; 
When I arrived at the Port of Maldo- 
nada, for ſo it is called) there was no 
Ship in the Harbour bound for Lagg- 
zagg, nor like to be in ſome time. The 
Town is about as large as Portſmouth. 
I ſoon fell into ſome Acquaintance, 
and was very hoſpitably received. A 
Gentlemen of Diſtinction ſaid to me, 

that 
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that ſince the Ships bound for Laggnagg 
could not be ready in leſs than a Month, 
it might be no diſagreeable Amuſement 


for me to take a Trip to the little Iſland 
of Glubbdubdrib, about five Leagues off 


to the South-Weſt. He offered himſelf 
and a Friend to accompany me, and that 
I ſhould be provided with a ſmall con- 
venient 1 80 for the Yoga 


-GLUB BDUB DR 1B, as tn a8 
I can interpret the Word, ſignifies the 
Iſland of Sorcerers or Magicians, It is 
about one third as large as the Iſle of 


Wight, and extremely Fruitful: It is 


governed by the Head of a certain Tribe, 
who are all Magicians. This Tribe 
marries only among each other, and the 
eldeſt in Suceeſſion is Prince or Gover- 
nor. He hath a noble Palace and a 
Park of about three thouſand Acres, 
ſurrounded by a Wall of hewn Stone 
twenty Foot high. In this Park are ſe- 
yeral ſmaller Incloſures for _ Corn, 
and Gardening. © 

HE 
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Tu s Governor and his Family are 
ſerved and attended by Domeſticks of 
a kind ſomewhat unuſual. By his skill 
in Necromancy, he hath a Power of 
calling whom he pleaſeth from the Dead, 
and commanding, their Service for twen- 
ty-four Hours, but no longer ; nor can 
he call the fame Perſons up again in 
leſs than three Months, except UPON" ery 
extraordinary Occaſions. 


Wu EN we arrived at 0 Iſland, 
which was about Eleven in the Morning, 
one of the Gentlemen who accompa- 
nied me, went to the Governour, and 
deſired admittance} for a Stranger, who 
came on purpoſe to have the Honour 
of attending on his Highneſs. This 
was immediately granted, and we all 


three entered the Gate of the Palace 


between two Rows of Guards, armed 
and dreſſed after a very antick manner, 
and ſomething in their Countenances 
that made my Fleſh creep with a 
Horror I cannot expreſs. We paſſed 
Part III. H through 
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through ſeveral: Apartments between 
Servants of the ſame fort, ranked on each 
ſide as before, till we came to the Cham- 
ber of Preſence, where after three pro- 
found Obeyſances, and a few general 
Queſtions, we were permitted to fit. on 
three Stools near the loweſt Step of his 
Highneſs's Throne. He underſtood the 
Language of Balzibarb:, although it were 
different from that of his Iſland, He 
deſired me to give him ſome account of 
my Travels; and to let me fee that I 
ſhould be treated without Ceremony, he 
diſmiſſed all his Attendants with a turn 
of his Finger, at which to my great 
Aſtoniſhment they vaniſhed in an In- 
Rant, like Viſions in a Dream, when 
we awake on a fudden. I could not 
recover my ſelf in ſome time, till the 
Governor aſſured me that I ſhould re- 
ceive no hurt; and obſerving my two 
Companions to be under no Concern, 
who had been often entertained in the 
ſame manner, I began to take Courage, 
and related to his er a ſhort Hiſ- 
tory 
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tory of my ſeveral Adventures, yet not 
without ſome Hefitation, and frequently 
looking behind me to the Place where! 
had ſeen thoſe Domeſtick Spectres. 
T had the Honour to dine with the Go- 
vernor, where a new Set of Ghoſts 
ſerved up the Meat, and waited at Ta- 
ble. I now obſerved my ſelf to be leſs ter- 
rified than I had been in the Morning. 
I ftayed till Sun-ſet, but humbly deſired 
his Highneſs to excuſe me for not ac- 
cepting his Invitation of lodging in the 
Palace. My two Friends and I lay at a pri- 
vate Houſe in the Town adjoining, which 
is the Capital of this little Iſland; and 
the next Morning we returned to pay 
our Duty to the Governour, as he was 

pleaſed to command us. | 


ArrkEx this manner we continued in 
the Iſland for ten Days, moſt part of e- 
very Day with the Governor, and at 
Night in our Lodging. I ſoon grew ſo 
familiarized to the ſight of Spirits, that 
after the third or fourth time they gave 
| HZ me 
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me no Emotion at all; or if I had any 
Apprehenſions left, my Curioſity pre- 
vailed over them. For his Highneſs the 
Governor ordered me to call up whatever 
Perſons I would chuſe to name, and in 
whatever Numbers among all the 
Dead from the beginning of the World 
to the preſent time, and command them 
to anſwer any Queſtions I ſhould think 
fit to ask; with this condition, that my 
Queſtions 'muſt be confined within the 
compals of the times they lived in. And 
one thing I might depend upon, that 
they would certainly tell me truth, for 


Lying was a Talent of no uſe in the 
lower World.. 


wt 


I made my 8 Acknowledge- 
ments to his Highneſs for ſo great a 
Favour. We were in a Chamber, from 


whence there was a fair Proſpect into 

the Park. And becauſe my firſt Inclina- 
tion was to be entertained with Scenes 
of Pomp and Magnificence, I deſired to 


ſee Atexander the Great, at the Head of 
his 
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his Army juſt after the Battle of Arbela, 
which upon a Motion of the Governors 
Finger immediately appeared in a large 
Field under the Window, where we 
ſtood. Alexander was called up in the 
Room: It was with great difficulty that 
I underſtood his Greek, and had but 
little of my own. He aſſured me upon 
his Honour that he was nor Poiſoned, 


but dyed of a Fever by exceſſive 
Drinking, 


NEXT I ſaw Hani bal paſſing the Alps, 
who told me he had not a drop of 
Vinegar in his Camp. 


I ſaw Ceſar and Pompey at the Head 
of their Troops jult ready to engage. 
I faw the former in his laſt great 
Triumph. I deſired that the Senate of 
Rome might appear before me in one 
large Chamber, and an Aficmbly of 
fomewhat a latter Age, in Counterview 
m another. The firſt feemed to be an 
Aſſembly of Heroes and Demy-Gods ; 
H 3 the 
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the other a Knot of Pedlars, Pick - pock- 
ets, e -way-men and Bullies, 


Tae Governor at my Requeſt gave 
the Sign for Ceſar and Brutus to ad- 
vance towards us. I was ſtruck with 
a profound Veneration at the ſight of 
Brutus, and could eaſily diſcover the 
moſt conſummate Virtue, the greateſt 
Intrepidity, and firmneſs of Mind, the 
trueſt Love of his Country, and general 
Benevolence for Mankind in every Line- 
ament of his Countenance. I obſerved 
with much pleaſure, that theſe two Per- 
ſons were in good Intelligence with 
each other, and Ceſar freely confeſſed 
to me, that the greateſt Actions of his 
own Life were not equal by many 
Degrees to the Glory of taking it away. 
T had the Honour to have much Con- 
verſation with Brutus; and was told 
that his Anceſtors Junius, Socrates, Epa- 
' minondas, Cato the Younger, Sir Thomas 

More and himſelf, were perpetually to- 
gether : a Sextimwirate to which all the 
Ages 
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Ages of the World cannot add a 
Seventh. 1 

Ir would be tedious to trouble the 
Reader with relating what vaſt numbers 
of Illuſtrious Perſons were called up, to 
gratify that inſatiable Deſire I had to 
ſee the World in every Period of Anti- 
quity placed before me. I chiefly fed 
mine Eyes with beholding the Deſtroy- 
ers of Tyrants and Uſurpers, and the 
Reſtorers of Liberty to opprefled and 
injured Nations. But it is impoſſible 
to expreſs the Satisfaction I received in 
my own Mind, after ſuch a manner as 
to make it a ſuitable Entertainment to 
the Reader. 


could diſtinguiih thoſe two Heroes at 


CHAP. VIII. 


A further Account of Glubbdubdrib. 
Antient and Modern Hiſtory cor- 
rected. | 5 


AVI NG a deſire to ſee 
2.1 thoſe Antients, who were 
moſt renowned for Wit 
and Learning, I ſet apart 
one day on purpoſe. I 
propoſed that Homer and Ariſtotle might 


appear at the Head of all their Com- 


mentators ; but theſe were ſo nume-. 
rous that ſome hundreds were forced 


to attend in the Court and outward 


Rooms of the Palace, knew and 


firſt 


to LAP UT A, Cc. 105 

firſt ſight, not only from the Croud, but 
from each other. Homer was the taller 
and comelier Perſon of the two, walked 
very erect for one of his Age, and his 
Eyes were the moſt quick and piercing 
I ever beheld. Ariſtotle ſtooped much, 
and made uſe of a ſtaff. His Viſage 
was meager, his Hair lank and thin, 
and his Voice hollow. I ſoon diſcover- 
ed that both of them were perfe& 
Strangers to the reſt of the Company, 
and had never ſeen or heard of 'them 
before. And I had a Whiſper from a 
Ghoſt, who ſhall be nameleſs, that theſe 
Commentators always kept in the moſt 
_ diſtant Quarters from their Principals in 
the lower World, through a Conſciouſ- 
neſs of Shame and Guilt, becauſe they 
had ſo horribly miſrepreſented the mean- 
ing of thoſe Authors to Poſterity. I 
introduced Didymus and Euſtathius to 
Homer, and prevailed on him to treat 
them better than perhaps they deſerved, 
for he ſoon found they wanted a Ge- 
nius to enter into the Spirit of a Poet. 

| But 


106 AVOYAGE. 

But Arifiatle was out of all Patience 
with the account I gave him of Scetus 
and Ramus, as I preſented them to him, 
and he asked them whether the reſt of 


the Tribe were as — 
ſelves. 


T then deſired the Governor to call 
up Deſcartes and Gaſſendi, with whom 
I prevailed to explain their Syſtems to 
eAriſtotle. This great Philoſopher free- 
ly acknowledged his own Miſtakes in 
Natural Philoſophy, becauſe he proceeded 
in many things upon Conjecture, as all 
Men muſt do; and he found, that 
Gaſſendi, who had made the Doctrine of 
Epicarus as palatable as he could, and the 
Vortices of Deſcartes were equally ex- 
ploded. He predicted the fame Fate 
to Attraction, whereof the preſent Learn- 
ed are ſuch zealous Aſſerters. He ſaid, 
that new Syſtems of Nature were but 
new Faſhions, which would vary in 
every Age; and even thoſe who pretend 
to demonſtrate them from Mathematical 

Prin- 
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Principles, would flouriſh but a ſhort 
Period of time, and be out of Vogue 
when that was determined. 


I ſpent five Days in converſing with 
many others of the antient Learned. 
I ſaw moſt of the firſt Roman Emperors. 
I prevailed on the Governour to call up 
Eliogabulus*s Cooks to dreſs us a Dinner, 
but they could not ſhew us much of 
their Skill, for want of Materials. A 
Helot of Ageſilaus made us a Diſh of 
Spartan Broth, but I was not able to get 
down a ſecond Spoonful. 


THE two Gentlemen who conducted 
me to the Iſland were preſſed by their 
private Affairs to return in three Days, 
which I employed in ſeeing ſome of the 
modern Dead, who had made the great- 
eſt Figure for two or three hundred 
Years paſt in our own and other Coun- 
tries of Europe; and having been always 
a great Admirer of old illuſtrious Fami- 
milies, I deſired the Governour would call 
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up a dozen or two of Kings with their 
Anceſtors in order for eight or nine Ge- 
nerations. But my Diſappointment was 
grievous and unexpected. For inſtead 
of a long train with Royal Diadems, I 
faw in one Family two Fidlers, three 
ſpruce Courtiers, and an Italian Prelate. 
In another. a Barber, an Abbot, and two 
Cardinals. I have too great a Venera- 
tion for Crowned Heads to dwell any 
longer on ſo nice a Subject. But as to 
Counts, Marqueſſes, Dukes, Earls, and 
the like I was not ſo ſcrupulous. And 
I confeſs it was not without ſome Plea- 
ſure that I found my ſelf able to trace 
the particular Features, by which certain 
Families are diſtinguiſhed up to their 
Originals. I could plainly diſcover from 
whence one Family derives a long Chin, 
Why a ſecond hath abounded with 
Knaves for two Generations, and Fools 
for two more; why a third happened to 
be crack-brained, and a fourth to be 
Sharpers. Whence it came what Poly- 
dere I irgil fays of a certain great Houſe, 

Nec 
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Net Vir fortis, nec Fumina Caſta. How 
Cruelty, Fal ſhood, and Cowardice grew 
to be Characteriſticks by which certain 
Families are diſtinguiſhed as much as 
by their Coat of Arms. Who firſt 
brought the Pox into a noble Houſe, 
which hath lineally deſcended in ſcrophu- 
lous Tumours to theis Poſterity. Net- 
ther could I wonder at all this, when I 
faw ſuch an Interruption of Lineages 
by Pages, Lacqueys, Valets, Coachmen, 
Gameſters, Captains, and Pick-pockets. 


I was chiefly diſguſted with modern 
Hiſtory, For having ſtrictly examined 
all the Perſons of greateſt Name in the 
Courts of Princes for an hundred Years 
paſt, T found how the World had been 
miſled by proſtitute Writers, to aſcribe 
the greateſt Exploits in War to Cowards, 
the Wiſeſt Counſel to Fools, Sincerity 
to Flatterers, Roman Virtus to Betrayers 
of their Country, Piety to Atheiſts, Cha- 
ſtity to Sodomites, Truth to Informers. 


How many innocent and excellent or 
ons 
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ſons had been condemned to Death or 


Baniſhment, by the practiſing of great 
Miniſters upon the Corruption of Judges, 
and the Malice of Faction. Ho many 
Villains had been exalted to the higheſt 
places of Truſt, Power, Dignity, and 
Profit: How great a ſhare in the Mo- 
tions and Events of Courts, Councils, 
and Senates might be challenged by 
Bawdsy Whores, Pimps, Paraſites, and 
Buffoons: How low an Opinion J had 
of human Wiſdom and Integrity, when 
I was truly informed of the Springs and 
Motives of great Enterprizes and Revo- 

lutions in the World, and of the con- 


temptible Accidents to Which they owed 


their Succeſs. 


HERE I tee the Roguery and 


Ignorance of thoſe who pretend to 


write Anecdotes, or ſecret Hiſtory who 
ſend ſo many Kings to their Graves 
with a Cup of Poiſon ; will repeat the 


* Diſcourſe between a Prince and Chief 


Miniſter, where no Witneſs was by; 
unlock 
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unlock the Thoughts and Cabinets of 
Embaſſadors and Secretaries of State, 
and have the perpetual Misfortune to 
be miſtaken. Here I diſcovered the ſe- 
cret Cauſes of many great Events that 
have ſurprized the World, how a Whore 
can govern the Back-ſtairs, the Back- 
ſtairs a Council, and the Council a 
Senate. A General confeſſed in my 
Preſence, that he got a Victory purely 
by the force of Cowardice and ill Con- 
duct: and an Admiral that for want 
of proper Intelligence, he beat the E- 
nemy to whom he intended to betray 
the Fleet. Three Kings proteſted to me, 
that in their whole Reigns they did never 
once prefer any Perſon of Merit, unleſs 
by Miſtake or Treachery of ſome Miniſter | 
in whom they confided : Neither would 

they do it if they were to live again; 
and they ſhewed with great ſtrength of 
Reaſon, that the Royal Throne could not 
be ſupported without Corruption, becauſe 
that poſitive, confident reſtive Temper, 
which 
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which Virtue. infuſed. into Man, was a 
porn Clog to poblick Bulneß. 


+ 


TE had the Cur iolity to enquire in a 
run manner, by what Method 


great Numbers had procured to them- 


ſelves high Titles of Honour, and pro- 
digious Eſtates ; and I confined my En- 
quiry to a very modern Period: however 
without grating upon preſent times, be- 
cauſe I would be ſure to give no Offence 
even to Foreigners (for I hope the 
Reader need not be told that I do not 
in the leaſt intend my own Country in 
what I ſay upon this occaſion) a great 


number of Perſons concerned werecalled 


up, and upon a very ſlight Examination, 
diſcovered ſuch a Scene of Infamy, that 
I cannot reflect upon it without ſome 
Seriouſneſs. Perjury, Oppreſſion, Subor- 
nation, Fraud, Pandariſm, and the like 


Infirmities were amongſt the moſt excu- 
ſable Arts they had to mention, and for 
theſe I gave, as it was reaſonable, great 


Allowance. But when ſome confeſſed 
they 
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they owed their Greatneſs and Wealth to 
Sodomy or Inceſt, others to the proſti- 
tuting of their own Wives and Daugh- 
ters; others to the betraying” their 
Country or their Prince; ſome to Poi- 
ſoning, more to the perverting of Juſtce 
in order to deſtroy the innocent: I hope 
I may be pardoned if theſe Diſcoveries 
inclined me a little to abate of that pro- 
found Veneration which J am naturally 
apt to pay to Perfons of high Rank, 
who ought to be treated with the ut- 
_ moſt Reſpect due to their ſublime Dig- 
nity, by us their Inferiors. 


I had often read of ſome great Services 
done to Princes and States, and deſired 
to ſee the Perſons by whom thoſe Services 
were perfermed. Upon enquiry 1 was 
told that their Names were to be found 
on no Record, except a few of them 
whom Hiſtory hath repreſented as the vi- 
leſt Rogues and Traitors. As to the reſt, 
{ had never once heard of them. They 


all appeared with dejeQed LOO and 
Part III. | 1 in 
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ing me they died in Poverty and Dif. 


grace, and the reſt on a Scaffold: or a 
Gibbet. 


Au oN d the reſt ihere-was e 
ſon whoſe Caſe appeared a little ngu- 


lar. He had a Youth about eighteen 


Years old ſtanding by his fide. He told 
me he had for many Years been Com- 

mander of a Ship, and in the Sea Fight 
at Adtium, had the good Fortune to 


break through the Enemy's great Line 


of Battle, ſink three of their Capital 
Ships, and take a fourth, which was 
the ſole Cauſe of Anthony's Flight, and 
of the Victory that enſued; that the 
Youth ſtanding by him, his only Son, 
was killed in the Action. He added, that 
upon the Confidence of ſome Merit, 
this War being at an end, he went to 
Rome, and ſolicited at the Court of Au- 
guſtus to be preferred to a greater Ship, 
whoſe Commander had been killed; but 
without any regard to his Pretenſions, 

ET it 
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it was given to a Youth who had never 
ſeen the Sea, the Son of Libertina, who 
waited on one of the Emperor's Miſ- 
treſſes. Returning back to his own Veſ- 
ſels, he was charged with neglect of Duty, 
and the Ship given to a Favourite Page 
of Publicola the Vice-Admiral ; where- 
upon he retired to a poor Farm, at a 
great diftance from Rome, and there en- 
ed his Life. I was ſo curious to know 
the truth of this Story, that I deſired A. 
grippa might be called, who was Admi- 
ral in that Fight. He appeared and con- 
firmed the whole Account, but with 
much more Advantage to the Captain, 
whoſe Modeſty had extenuated or con- 
cealed a great part of his Merit. 


I was ſurprized to find Corruption 
grown ſo high and ſo quick in that Em- 
pire, by the force of Luxury fo lately in- 
troduced, which made me leſs wonder at 
many parallel Caſes in other Countries, 
where Vices of all kinds have reigned 
ſo much longer, and where the whole 
12 Praiſe 
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Praiſe: as well as Pillage hath been en- 


groſſed by the chief Commander, who 


perhaps bad: Bn leaſt Title to either. 


As every Perſon called up pe ex · 


ay the ſame appearance he had done 


in the World, it gave me melancholy 
Reflections to obſerve how much the 


' Race of human kind was degenerate 
among us, within theſe hundred Years 


paſt, How the Pox under all its Con- 
ſequences and Denominations hadaltered 
every Lineament of an Engliſh Counte- 
nance, ſhortned the ſize of Bodies, un- 
braced the Nerves, relaxed the Sinews 
and Maufcles, A a fallow Com- 
plexion, and rendered the Fleſh looſe and 
Rancid. 


* TI deſcended ſo low as to deſire that 
ſome Engliſh Yeomen of the old ſtamp, 
might be ſummoned to appear, once ſo 
famous for the Simplicity of their Man- 
ners, Dyet and Drels, for Juſtice in their 
Dealings, for their true Spirit of Liberty, 
for 
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for their Valour and Love of their Coun- 
try. Neither could I be wholly unmov'd 
after comparing the Living with. the 
Dead, when I conſidered how all theſe 
pure native Virtues were proſtituted for 
a piece of Money by their Grand-chil- 
dren, who in ſelling their Votes, and 
managing at Elections have acquired 
every Vice and Corruption that can 
poſſthly be learned i in a Court. 
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| The Authors Return to Maldonzda. 


Sails to the Kingdom of Luggna g. 
The Author confined. He 1s [ent 
for to Court. The manner of his 
Admittance. The King's great 
Lenity to his Subjects. 
HE Day of our Departure be- 
ſl Ing. come, 1 took leave of his 
Highneſs the Governor of Glubb- 
dubdribh, and returned with my two 
Companions to Maldonada, where after 
a Fortnight's waiting, a Ship was ready 
to fail for Luggnagg. The two Gentle- 
men and ſome others were {o generous 
and kind as to furniſh me with Provi- 
ſions, and ſee me on board. I was a 
Month in this Voyage. We had one 
violent Storm, and were under a neceſſi- 


ry 
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ty of ſteering Weſtward to get into the 
Trade-Wind which holds for above ſixty 
Leagues. On the 21ſt of April, 1711. 
we failed in the River Clamegzig, which 
is a Sea-port Town, at the South-Eaſt 
Point of Laggnagg. We calt Anchor 
within a League of pads hen and made 
2 Signal for a Pilot. Two of them came 
on board in leſs than half an Hour, by 
whom we were guided between certain 
| Shoals and Rocks which are very dan- 
gerous in a Paſſage to a large Baſin, 
where a Fleet may ride in ſafety within 
a Cable's Length of the Town Wall. 


Sox of our Sailors, whether out of 
Treachery or Inadvertence, had inform- 
ed the Pilots that I was a Stranger and a 
great Traveller, whereof theſe gave no- 
tice to a Cuſtom-Houſe Officer, by whom 
I was examined very ſtrictly upon. my 
landing. This Officer ſpoke to me in 


the Language of Balnibarbi, which by 
the force of much Commerce is gene- 
rally underſtood in chat Town, eſpeci- 


1 allx 
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ally by Sea- men, and thoſe employed in 
the Cuſtoms. I gave him a ſhort Ac- 
count of ſome Particulars, and made my 
Story as plauſible and conſiſtent as 1 
could; but I thought it neceſſary to diſ- 
guiſe my Country, and call my ſelf an 
Hollander, becauſe my Intentions were 
for Japan, and I knew the Dutch were 
the only Europeans permitted to enter 
into that Kingdom. I therefore told the 
Officer, that having been Shipwrecked 
on the Coaſt of Balni barbi, and caſt 
on a Rock, I was received up into La- 
puta, or the flying Iſland (of which he 
had often heard) and was now endea- 
vouring to get to Japan, from whence 
I might find a Convenience of returning 
to my own Country. The Officer ſaid J 
- muſt be confined till he could receive 
Orders from Court, for which he would 
write immediately, and hoped to receive 
an Anſwer in a fortnight. I was carried 
to a convenient Lodging, with a Centry 
placed at the Door; however I had tlie 
Liberty of a large Garden, and was trea- 
| ted 


I 
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ted with Humanity enough, being main- 
tained all the time at the King's Charge. 
I was invited by ſeveral Perſons, chiefly 
out of Curiplity, becauſe it was reported 


that I came from Countries very remote 
of which op never heard. 


1 hired a young Man who came in 
the ſame Ship to be an Interpreter; he 
was a Native of Luggnagg, but had lived 
ſome Years at Maldonada, and was a per- 
fect Maſter of both Languages. By his 
Aſſiſtance I was able to hold a Conver- 
ſation with thoſe who came to viſit me; 
but this conſiſted only of their Queſtions 
and my Anſwers. 


TH Et Diſpatch came from Court a- 
bout the time we expected. It contain'd 
a Warrant for conducting me and my Re- 
tinue to Traldragdnbh or Trildrogdrib, 
for it is pronounced both ways as near 
as I can remember, by a party of Ten 
Horſe. All my Retinue was that poor 

Lad for an Interpreter, whom I perſua- 
ded 
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ded into my Service, and at my humble 
Requeſt, we had each of us a Mule to 
ride on. A Meſſenger was diſpatch'd 
half a day's Journey before us, to give the 
King notice of my Approach, and to deſire 
that his Majeſty would pleaſe to appoint | 
ja Day and Hour, when it would be his 
gracious Pleaſure that I might have the 
Honour to lick the Duſt before his Foot- 
fool. This is the Court Style, and I 
found it to be more than matter of form. 
For upon my Admittance two Days after 
my arrival, I was commanded to crawl 
on my Belly, and lick the Floor as I ad- 
vanced ; but on account of my being a 
Stranger, care was taken to have it 
{wept ſo clean that the Duſt was not 
offenſive. However, this was a peculiar 
Grace, not allowed to any but Perſons 
of rhe higheſt Rank, when they deſire 
an Admittance. Nay, ſometimes the 
Floor is ſtrewed with Duſt on purpoſe, 
when the Perſon to be admitted hap- 
pens to have powerful Enemies at Court. 
And [ have ſeen a great Lord with his 


Mouth 
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Mouth ſo crammed, that when he had 

crept to the proper Diſtance from the 
Throne, he was not able to ſpeak a 
Word. Neither is there any Remedy, 
becauſe it is Capital for thoſe who re- 
ceive an Audience to ſpit or wipe their 
Mouths in his Majeſty's Preſence. There 
is indeed another Cuſtom, which I can- 
not altogether approve of. When the 
King hath a mind to put any of his 
Nobles to Death in a gentle indulgent 
manner, he commands to have the 
Floor ſtrowed with a certain brown 
Powder, of a deadly Compoſition, which 
being licked up infallibly kills him in 
twenty-four Hours. But in Juſtice to 
this Prince's great Clemency, and the 
care he hath of his Subjects Lives, 
(wherein it were much to be wiſhed that 
the Monarchs of Europe would imitate 
him) it muſt be mentioned for his Honour, 
that ſtrict orders are given to have the 
infected parts of the Floor well waſhed 
after every ſuch Execution, which if his 
Domeſticks neglect, they are in danger 
of 
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of incurring his Royal Diſpleaſure. I 
my ſelf heard him give Directions, thar 
one of his Pages ſhould be whipt, whoſe 
turn it was to give notice about waſhing 
the Floor after an Execution, but malici- 
ouſly had omitted it, by which Neglect 
a young Lord of great Hopes coming to 
an Audience, was unfortunately poiſon- 
ed, although the King at that time had 
no deſign againſt his Life. But this 
good Prince was fo gracious, as to for- 
give the poor Page his Whipping, upon 
promiſe that he would do ſo no more, 
without ſpecial Orders. 


T o return from this Digreſſion; 
when I had crept within four Yards of 
the Throne, I raiſed my ſelf gently upon 
my Knees, and then ſtriking my Fore- 
head ſeven times on the Ground, I pro- 
nounced the following Words, as they 
had been taught me the Night before, 
Ickpling Gloffthrobb Squutferumm Vhiop 
Miaſpnalt. Yin tnodbalkguffh Slhiophad 
Gardlulh eAſht. This is the Compli- 
ment 


to LAP U. T A, ec. 125 
ment eſtabliſned by the Laws of the 
Land for all Perſons admitted to the 
King! s Preſence. It may be rendered 
into Ergliſh thus: May your cœleſtial Ma- 
jeſty out. live the Sun, eleven Moons and an 
half. To this the King returned ſome 
Anſwer, which although I could not un- 
derſtand, yet I replied as I had been di- 
rected; ; Fluft drin Talerick Dwuldom 
prafirad: mirpuſp, which properly ſigni- 
fies, My Tongue is in the Mouth of my 
Friend, and by this Expreſſion was meant 
that I deſired leave to bring my Inter- 
preter ; whereupon the young Maa al- 
ready mentioned was accordingly intro- 
duced, by whoſe Intervention Ianſwer'd 
as many Queſtons as his Majeſty could 
put in above an Hour. I ſpoke in the 
Balnibarnian Tongue, and my Inter- 
preter delivered my Meaning 1 in that of 
Luggnagg.. 


THE hs was much delighted with 
my Company, and ordered his Bliff- 
marklub or high Chamberlain to appoint 
a 
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a Lodging in the Court for me and my 
Interpreter, with a daily Allowance for 
my Table, and a large Purſe of Gold for 
* common n 


{1 ſtayed three: Months i in this Don 
out of perfect Obedience to his Majeſty, 
who was pleaſed highly to favour me, 
and made me very honourable Offers. 
But, I thought it more conſiſtent with 
Prudence and Juſtice to paſs the re- 
mainder of my Days with my Wite and 
*. 
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CHAP. X. 


The Luggnuggians commended. 4 
particular Deſcription of the Struld- 
brugs, with many Converſations be- 
tween the Author and ſome eminent 


Perſons upon that Subject. 


5 HE Luggnuuggians are a polite 
7 Je and generous People, and 
tllthough they are not with- 
== out ſme ſhare of that Pride 
which is peculiar to all Eaſtern Coun- 
tries, yet they ſhew themſelyes courteous 
to Strangers, eſpecially ſuch who. are 
countenanced by the Court. I had 
many Acquaintance among Perſons of 
the beſt Faſhion, and being always at- 
tended by my Interpreter, the Conver- 
fation we had was not diſagreeable. 


ONE 


i 
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ONE Day in much good Company 
I was asked by a Perſon of Quality, 
whether IT had ſeen any of their Struld- 
brugs or Immortals. I ſaid I had not, and 
deſired he would explain to me what 
he meant by ſuch an Appellation ap- 
plyed to a mortal Creature. He told 
me, that ſometimes, though very rare- 
ly, a Child happened to be born in a 
Family with a red circular Spot in the 
Forehead, directly over the left Eye- 
brow, which was an infallible Mark 
that it ſhould never dye. The Spot, as 
he deſcribed it, was about the compaſs 
of a Silver Threepence, but in the courſe 
of Time grew larger, and changed its 
Colour; for at twelve Years old it be- 
came Green, ſo continued till five and 
Twenty, then turned to a. deep Blue; 
at Five and Forty it grew coal Black, 
and as large as an Erglih Shilling, but 
never admitted any farther Alteration. 
He faid theſe Births were ſo rare, that 
he did not believe there could be above 
Eleven Hundred Struldbrugs of both 
Sexes 
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Sexes in the whole Kingdom, of which 


he computed about fifty in the Metro- 


polis, and among the reſt a young 
Girl born about three Years ago. That 
theſe Productions were not peculiar to 
any Family but a meer effect of Chance, 
and the Children of the Straldbraggs 
themſelves, were equally mortal with 
the reſt of the e 


I freely own my ſelf to have been 
ſtruck with inexpreſſible Delight upon 
hearing this Account: And the Perſon 
who gave it me happening to un- 
derſtand the Baluibarbian Language, 
which I ſpoke very well, I could not 
forbear breaking out into expreſſions 
perhaps a little too Extravagant. I cry- 
ed out as in a Rapture; Happy Nation 
where every Child hath at leaſt a chance 
for being immortal! Happy People who 
enjoy ſo many living Examples of an- 
tient Virtue, and have Maſters ready 


to inſtru them in the Wiſdom of all 


former Ages! But, happieſt beyond all 
Part III. : com- 
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compariſon: are thoſe excellent Struld- 
bruggs, who born exempt from that uni- 
verſal Calamity of human Nature, have 
their Minds tree and difingaged, without 
the weight and depreſſion of Spirits cauſed 
by the continual Apprehenfion of Death. 
I diſcovered my Admiration that I had 
not obſerved any of theſe illuſtrious Per- 


ſons at Court: the black Spot on the 


Fore-head, being ſo remarkable a Di- 
ſtinction, that I could not have eafily 
overlooked it: And it was impoſſible 
that his Majeſty, a moſt Judicious Prince, 
ſhould not provide himſelf with a good 
number of ſuch wiſe and able Councell- 
ours. Vet perhaps the Virtue of thoſe 
Reverend Sages was too ſtrict for the 
Corrupt and Libertine Manners of a 
Court. And we often find by Experi- 
ence that young Men are too opiniona- 


tive and volatile to be guided by the 
ſober Dictates of their Seniors. How- 


ever, ſince the King was pleaſed to al- 
low me Acceſs to his Royal Perſon, I 


was reſolved upon the very firſt occaſion 


to 
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to deliver my Opinion to him on this 
Matter freely, and at large by the help 
of my Interpreter; and whether he 
would pleaſe to take my Advice or no, 
yet in one thing I was determined, 
that his Majeſty having frequently offer- 
ed me an Eſtabliſnment in this Country, 
1 would with great thankfulneſs accept 
the Favour, and paſs my Life here in 
the Converſation of thoſe ſuperiour Be- 
ings the Struldbruggs, if they would 
pleaſe to admit me. 


THE Gentleman to whom I ad- 
dreſſed my Diſcourſe, becauſe (as I 
have already obſerved) he ſpoke the 
Language of Baluibarbi, ſaid to me 
with a ſort of a Smile, which uſually 
ariſeth from Pity to the Ignorant, that 
he was glad of any occaſion to keep 
me among them, and deſired my Per- 
miſſion to explain to the Company what 
I had ſpoke. He did fo, and they talk- 
ed together for ſome time in their own 
Language, whereof I underſtood not a 
2 Syllable, 


is en 
Syllable, neither could J obſerve by 
their Countenances what impreſſion my 
Diſcourſe had made on them. After 
a ſhort Silence the ſame Perſon told me, 
that his Friends and mine (ſo he thought 
fit to expreſs himſelf) were very much 
pleaſed with the judicious Remarks 1 
had made on the great Happineſs and 
Advantages of immortal Life, and they 
were deſirous to know in a particular 
manner, what Scheme of Living 1 
ſhould have formed to my ſelf, if it 
had fallen to my Lot to have been 
_ n a Struldbrugg. 


1 anſwered, it was eaſy to be Elo- 
quent on ſo copious and delightful a 
Subject, eſpecially to me who have 
been often apt to amuſe my ſelf with 
Viſions of what I ſhould do if I were 
a Kim, a General, or a great Lord: 
And upon this very Caſe I had frequent- 
ly run over the whole Syſtem how 1 
ſhould employ my ſelf, and paſs the 
time if I were ſure to live for ever. 
T x A T3 
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THAT, if it had been my good 
Fortune to come into the World a 
Struldbrugg, as ſoon as I could diſcover 
my own Happineſs by underſtanding 
the difference between Lite and Death, 
I would firſt reſolve by all Arts and 
Methods whatſoever to procure my ſelf 
Riches. In the purſuit of which by 
Thrift and Management, I might rea- 
ſonably expe& in about two Hundred 
Years, to be the Wealthieſt Man in 
the Kingdom. In the ſecond place, I 
would from my earlieſt Youth apply 
myſelf to the ſtudy of Arts and Sciences, 
by which I ſhould arrive in time to ex- 
cel all others in Learning. Laſtly I 
would carefully record every AQion and 
Event of Conſequence that happened in 
the Publick, impartially draw the Cha- 
racters of the ſeveral Succeſſions of 
Princes, and great Miniſters of State, 
with my own Obſervations on every 
Point. I would exactly ſet down the 
ſeveral changes in Cuſtoms, Languages, 

Faſhions, Dreſs, Dyet and Diverſions. 
K 3 By 
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By all which Acquirements, I ſhould 
be a living Treaſury of Knowledge and 
Wiſdom, and certainly become the Ora- 
cle of the Nation. 


I would never marry after threeſcore, 
but live in an hoſpitable manner, yet {till 
on the ſaving fide. I would entertain 
myſelf in forming and direQing the 
Minds of hopeful young Men, by con- 
vincing them from my own Remem- 
| brance, Experience and Obſervation, 
fortified by numerous Examples, of the 
uſefulneſs of Virtue in publick and pri- 
vate Life. But, my Choice and con- 
ſtant Companions ſhould be a ſett of 
my own immortal Brother hood, among 
whom I would ele& a dozen from the 
moſt Ancient down to my own Con- 
temporaries. Where any of theſe want- 
ed Fortunes, I would provide them 
with conventent Lodges round my own 
Eſtate, and have ſome of them always 
at my Table, only mingling a few of 
the moſt valuable among you Mortals, 

whom 
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whom length of Time would harden 
me to loſe with little or no Reluctance, 
and treat your Poſterity after the ſame 
manner, juſt as a Man diverts himſelf 
with the Annual Succeſſion of Pinks and 
Tulips in his Garden, without regretting 
the loſs of thoſe which withered the 
E Lear. 


THESE Srrabdbruggs and I would 
mutually communicate our Obſervations 
and Memorials through the Courſe of 
Time; remark the ſeveral Gradations by 
which Corruption ſteals into the World, 
and oppoſe it in every ſtep, by giving 
perpetual Warning and Inſtruction to 
Mankind ; which, added to the ſtrong 
Influence of our own Example, would 
probably prevent that continual De- 
generacy of Human Nature fo juſtly 
complained of in all Ages. 


App to all this. the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing the various Revolutions of States 
and Empires, the Changes in che lower 
= K 4 and 
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and upper World, antient Cities in Ruins, 
and obſcure Villages become the Seats 
of Kings. Famous Rivers leſſening into 
ſhallow Brooks, the Ocean leaving one 
Coaſt dry, and overwhelming another: 
The Diſcovery of many Countries yet 
unknown. Barbarity over- running the 
politeſt Nations, and the moſt barba- 
rous become civilized. I ſhould then 
ſee the Diſcovery of the Longitude, the 
perpetual Motion, the Univerſal Medi- 
cine, and many other great Inventions 
brought to the utmoſt Perfection- 


Wu 4 T wonderful Diſcoveries ſhould 

we make in Aſtronomy, by outliving 

and confirming our own Predictions, 

by obſerving the Progreſs and Returns 

of Comets,. with the changes of Mo- 
tion in the Sun, Moon and Stars. 


I enlarged upon many other Topicks 
which the natural deſire of endleſs Life 
and ſublunary Happineſs could eaſily 
furniſh me with. When I had ended, 
5 | and 
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and the Sum of my Diſcourſe had been 
interpreted as before, to the reſt of the 
Company, there was a good deal of Talk 
among them in the Language of the 
Country, not without ſome Laughter at 


my Expence. At laſt the ſame Gentle- 


man who had been my Interpreter 
ſaid, he was deſired by the reſt to 
ſet me right in a few Miſtakes, which 


T had fallen into through! the common 


Imbecillity of human Nature, and upon 
that allowance was leſs anſwerable for 
them. That, this Breed of Struldbruggs 
was peculiar to their County, for there 


were no ſuch People either in Balnibarbi 


or Japan, where he. had the Honour to 
be Embaſſador from his Majeſty, and 
found the Natives in both theſe Kingdoms 


very hard to believe that the Fact was 


poilible, and it appeared from my Aſto- 
niſhment when he firſt mentioned the 
matter to me, that I received it as a thing 
| wholly new, and ſcarcely. to be credited, 
That in the two Kingdoms above menti- 
oned, where during his Reſidence he had 


con- 
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converſe] very much, he obſerved long 
Life to be the univerſal Deſire and Wiſh 
of Mankind. That whoever had one 
Foot inthe Grave, was ſure to hold back 
the other as ſtrongly as he could. That 
the eldeſt had ſtill hopes of living one 
Day longer, and looked on Death as 
the greateſt Evil, from which Nature 
always prompted him to retreat; only in 
this Iſland of Luggzagg, the Appetite for 
living was not ſo eager, from the con- 
tinual Example of the e before 
thar Eyes, 30) 


THAT the Syſtem of Living contrived 
by me was unreaſonable and unjuſt, be- 
cauſe it ſuppoſed a Perpetuity of Youth, 
Health, and Vigour, which no Man 
could be ſo fooliſh to hope, however 
extravagant he may be in his Wiſhes. 
That the Queſtion therefore was not 
whether a Man would chuſe to be al- 
ways in the Prime of Youth, attended 
with Proſperity and Health, but how 
he would paſs a perpetual Life under all 

the 
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the uſual Diſadvantages which old Age 
brings along with it. For although few 
Men will avow their Deſires of being 
immortal upon ſuch hard Conditions, 
yet in the two Kingdoms before-menti- 
ed of Balnibarbi and Japan, he obſerved 
that every Man deſired to put off Death 
for ſometime longer, let it approach ever 
ſo late, and he rarely heard of any Man 
who died willingly, except he were in- 
cited by the Extremity of Grief or Tor- 
ture. And he appealed to me whether 
in thoſe Countries I had travelled as well 
as my own, I had not obſerved the ſame 
general Diſpoſition, 


Arrkx this Preface he gave me a 
particular Account of the Straldbruggs 
among them. He faid they commonly 
ated like Mortals, till about thirty 
Years old, after which by degrees they 
grew melancholy and dejected, encreaſing 
in both till they came to four-ſcore. This 
he learned from their own Confeſſion ; 
for otherwiſe there not being above two 

| or 
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or three of that Species born in an Age, 
were too few to form a general Ob- 
ſervation by. When they came to four- 
ſcore Years, which is reckoned the Ex- 
tremity of living in this Country, they 
had not only all the Follies and Infir- 
mities of other old Men, but many 
more which aroſe from the dreadful Pro- 
ſpects of never dying. They were not 
only Opinionative, Peeviſh, - Covetous, 
Moroſe, Vain, Talkative, but uncapable 
of Friend ſhip, and dead to all natural 
Affection, which never deſcended be- 
low their Grand-children. -Envy and 
impotent Deſires are their prevailing 
Paſſions. But thoſe Objects againſt 
which their Envy ſeems principally di- 
rected, are the Vices of the younger ſort, 
and the Deaths of the old. By reflect- 
ing on the former, they find themſelves 
cut off from all poſſibility of Pleaſure ; ; 
and whenever they ſee a Funeral, they 
ſament and repine that others are gone 
fo an Harbour of Reſt, to which they 


themſelves | never can hope to arrive. 
They 
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They have no Remembrance of; any 
4 thing but whar they learned and obſerved 

in their Youth and middle Ape, and 
even that is very imperfe&. And for the 
Truth or Particulars of any Fact, it is 
ſafer to depend on common Traditions 
than upon their beſt Recollections. The 
leaſt miſerable among them appear 
to be thoſe who turn to Dotage, and 
entirely loſe their Memories ; theſe meet 
with more Pity and Aſſiſtance, becauſe 
they want many bad Qualities which 

abound in others. 


It a Struldbrugg happen to marry one 
of his own kind, the Marriage is diſ- 
ſolved of courſe by the Courtely of the 
Kingdom, as ſoon as the younger of the 
two come to be four-ſcore. For the 
Law thinks it a reaſonable Indulgence, 
that thoſe who are condemned without 
any Fault of their own to a perpetual 
Continuance in the World, ſhould not 
have their Miſery doubled by the Load 
of a Wife. 

As 
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Nb er db icy Hive coriphthtad the 
the term of eighty Years, they are look'd 
on as dead in Law); their Heirs imme- 
diately ſucceed - to their Eſtates, only a 
ſmall Pittance is reſerved” for their Sup- 
port, and the poor ones are maintained 
at the publick Charge. After that Pe- 
riod they are held incapable of any 
Employment of Truſt or Profit, they 
cannot purchaſe Lands or take Leaſes, 
neither are they allowed to be Witneſſes 
in any Cauſe, either Civil or Criminal, 
not even for the Deciſion of Meers and 
Bounds. 


A T Ninety they loſe their Teeth and 
Hair, they have at that age no Dil- 
tinction of Taſte, but eat and drink 
whatever they can get, without Reliſh 
or Appetite. The Diſeaſes they were 
ſubject to ſtill continuing without en- 
creaſmg or diminiſhing. In talking 
they forgot the common Appellation of 
things, and the Names of Perſons, even 
of thoſe who are their neareſt Friends 

and 
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and Relations. For the ſame reaſon 
they never can amuſe themſelves with 
reading, becauſe their Memory will not 
ſerve to carry them from the beginning 
of a Sentence to the end; and by this 
Defect they are deprived of the only 
Entertainment whereof they might other- 
wile be caſh. 


TAE Language of this . be- 

ing always upon the Flux, the Struld- 
 bruggs of one Age do not underſtand 
thoſe of another, neither are they able 
after two hundred Years to hold any 
Converſation (farther than by a few 
general Words) with their Neighbours 
the Mortals, and thus they lye under the 
Diſadvantage of living like Foreigners in 
their own Country. 


THr1is was the Account given me of 
the Struldbruggs, as near as I can remem- 
ber. I afterwards ſaw five or fix of 
different Ages, the youngeſt not above 
two hundred Years old, who were 

brought 
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brought me at ſeveral times by ſome of 
my Friends; but although they were 

told that T was a great Traveller, and had 
ſeen all the World, they had not the leaft 
"Curioſity to ask me a Queſtion ; only 
deſired I would give them Slumskudask, 
or a Token of Remembrance, which is 
a modeft way of begging, to avoid the 
Law that ſtrictly forbids it, becauſe 
they are 'provided for by the Publick, 
although indeed 5 a very ſcanty Al- 
lowance. 


Tx x are deprived and hated by 
all fort of People; when one of them 
is born, it is reckoned ominous, andtheir 
Birth is recorded very particularly ; fo 
that you may know their Age by con- 
ſulting the Regiſtry, which however hath 
not been kept above a thouſand Years 
paſt, or at leaſt hath been deſtroyed by 
time or publick Diſturbances. But the 
uſual way of computing how old they 
are, is by asking them what Kings or 
great Perſons they can remember, and 

then 
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then conſulting Hiſtory, for infallibly 
the laſt Prince in their Mind did not 
begin his Rein after they 1 were > Fours 
ſcore Years old. e 


Tux y were the moll mortifying 
Sight I ever beheld, and the Women 
more horrible than the Men. Beſides 
the uſual Deformities in extreme Old- 
Age, they acquired an additional Ghaſt- 
lineſs in proportion to their number of 
Years, which is not to be deſcribed, and 
among half a Dozen I ſoon diſtinguiſh- 
ed which was the eldeſt, although there 


was not above a Century or two be- 
tween them. 


TAE Reader will eaſily believe, that 
from what I had heard and ſeen, my 
keen Appetite for perpetuity of Life 
was much abated. I grew heartily 
aſhamed of the pleaſing Viſions I 
had formed, and thought no Tyrant 
could ident a Death into which 1 
would not run with Pleaſure from ſuch 
PRT III. L a Life 
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a Life. The King heard of all that had 
paſſed between me and my Friends up- 
on this Occaſion, and rallied me very 

pleaſantly, wiſhing I would ſend a Cou- 
ple of Struldbruggs to my own Country, 
to arm our People againſt the Fear of 
Death; but this it ſeems is forbidden by 
the fundamental Laws of the Kingdom, 
or elſe I ſhould have been well content 
with the trouble and e of tran- 
ſrrting La them. 


I covLp not but agree that the 
Laws of this Kingdom, relating to the 
Struldbruggs, were founded upon the 
ſtrongeſt Reaſons, and ſuch as any other 
Country would be under the Neceſſity 
of enacting in the like Circumſtances. 
"Otherwiſe, as Avarice is the neceſſary 
Conſequent of old-Age, thoſe Immortals 
would in time become Proprietors of 
the whole Nation, and engroſs the Ci- 
vil Power, which, for want of Abilities 
to manage, muſt end in the Ruin of 
the Public. 


CHAP. 
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The Author leaves Luggnagg and ſails 

to Japan. From thence he returns 

ix a Dutch Ship to Amfterdam, and 
from Amſterdam 10 England. 


Thought this Account of the Struld- 

bruggs might be ſome Entertain- 
ment to the Reader, becauſe it ſeems 
to be a little out of the common Way, 
at leaſt, I do not remember to have 
Tnet the like in any Book of Travels 
that hath come to my Hands: And 
if T am deceived, my Excuſe muſt be, 
that it is neceſſary for T ravellers, who 
deſcribe the ſame Country, very often 
to agree in dwelling on the ſame Par- 
| LL 2 © ticulars, 
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ticulars, without deſerving the Cenſure 
of having borrowed or eraaſcribed from 
thoſe who wrote before them. 


1 RE is indeed a per petual Com- 
merce between this Kingdom and the 
great Empire of Japan, and it is 
very probable that the Japaneſe Au- 
thors may have given ſome Account of 
the Struldbruggs : but my Stay in Je- 
pan was ſo ſhort, and I Was ſo in- 
tirely a Stranger to that Language, that 
I was not qualified to make any En- 
quiries. But I hope the Dutch upon 
this notice will be curious and able 
A to ſupply my Defects. 


His. Majeſty | having: + Os preſſed 
me to accept ſome Employment in his 
Court, and finding me abſolutely de- 
termined to return to my Native 
Country, Was pleaſed to give me his 
Licence to depart, and honoured me 
with a Letter of Recommendation un- 
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Jaan. He likewiſe preſented me with 
Four Hundred forty- four large Pieces of 
Gold (this Nation delighting in even 
Numbers) and a red Diamond which 
I fold in Ezeland for Eleven Hundred 
Pounds. | | | 


Ox the Sixth Day of May 1709, 


I took a folemn Leave of his Majeſty, 
and all my Friends. This Prince was 
ſo gracious as to order a Guard to 
conduct me to Glanguenſtald, which is 
2 Royal Port to the South-Weſt Part 
.of the Iſland. In Six Days I found a 
Veſſel ready to carry me to Japan, 
and ſpent Fiſteen Days in the Voyage. 
We landed at a ſmall Port-Town cal- 


led Xamoſchi, ſituated on the Sout h- 


Eaſt Part of Japan ; the Town lies on 


the Weſierz Point where there is a nar- 
row Streight, leading Northward into 


a long Arm of the Sea, upon the North- 
Weſt Part of which, Tedo the Metropo- 
lis ſtands. At Landing I ſhewed the 
Cuſtom-Houſe Officers my Letter from 

I the 
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the King of Luggnagg to his Imperial 
Majeſty. They knew the Seal perfect- 
ly well, it was as broad as the Palm 
of my Hand. The Impreſſion was, 4 
King lifting up 4 lame Beggar from 
the Earth. The Magiſtrates of the 
Town hearing of my Letter, received 
me as a Publick Miniſter, they pro- 
vided me with Carriages 85 Servants, 
and bore my Charges to Tedo, where 
I was admitted to an Audience, and 
delivered my Letter, which was 
opened with great Ceremony and 
explained to the Emperor by an 
Interpreter, who then gave me notice. 
by his Majeſty's Order, that I ſhould 
ſignify my Requeſt, and whatever it 
were, it ſhould be granted for the ſake 
of his Royal Brother of Luggnagg. 
This Interpreter was a Perſon employ- 
ed to tranſact Affairs with the Holland- 
ers, he ſoon. conjectured by my Coun- 
tenance that 1 was an European, and 
therefore repeated his Majeſty” s Com- 
mands in L-ww-Datch, which he ſpoke 

perfectly 
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perfectly well. I anſwered, (as I had 
before determined) that I was a Dutch 
Merchant, ſhipwrecked in a very re- 
mote Country, from whence I travelled 
by Sea and Land to Luggnagg. and then 
took Shipping for Japan, where I knew | 
my Countrymen often traded, and with 
ſome of theſe I hoped to get an Op- 
portunity of returning into Europe: 
I therefore moſt humbly entreated his 
Royal Favour to give order, that I 
ſhould be conducted in ſafety to Nan- 
gaſac : To this I added another Peti- 
tion, that for the ſake of my Patron 
the King of Luggnagg, his Majeſty 
would condeſcend to excuſe my per- 
forming the Ceremony impoſed on my 
Countrymen of trampling upon the 
Cruciſix, becauſe I had been thrown i in- 
to his Kingdom by my Misfortunes, 
without any intention of trading. When 
this latter Petition was interpreted to 
the Emperor, he ſeemed a little ſur- 
prized, and ſaid, he believed I was the 
firſt of my Countrymen who ever made 
any 


Aer 

any ſcruple in this Point, and that he 
began to doubt whether I was a real 
Hollander or no; but rather ſuſpected I 
muſt be a CHRISTIAN. However, for 
the Reaſons I had offered, but chiefly 
to gratify the King of Laggnags, by 
an uncommon Mark of his Favour, he 
would comply with the ſingularity of 
my Humour, but the Aﬀair muſt be 
managed with Dexterity, and his Offi- 
cers ſhould be commanded to let me 
paſs as it were by Forgetfulneſs. For 
he aſſured me, that if the ſecret * ſhould 
be diſcovered by my Countrymen,' the 
Datch, they would cut my Throat in 
the Voyage. I returned my Thanks 
by the Interpreter for ſo unuſual a Fa- 
vour, and ſome Troops being at that 
time on their March to Nangaſac, the 
Commanding Officer had Orders to 
conver me ſafe thither, with particular 
Inſtructions about the Buſineſs of the 
Crucifix. 


Ox 
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ON the gth Day. of June, 1709. 1 
arrived at Nangaſac, aſter a very long 
and troubleſome Journey. I ſoon fell 
into Company of ſomc Dutch Sailors 

belonging to the Ambopna of Amſter- 
dam, a ſtout Ship of 450 Tuns. I had 
lived long in Hollaud, purſuing my Stu- 
dies at Leyden, and I ſpoe, Dutch well. 
The Seamen ſoon knew from whence I 
came laſt; they were curious to en- 
quire into my Voyages and Courſe of 
Life. I made up a Story as ſhort and 
probable as I could, but concealed the 
| greateſt part. I knew many Ferſons 
in Holland, I was able to invent Names 
for my Parents, whom I pretended to 
be obſeure People in the Province of 
Gelderland. I would have given the 
Captain (one Theodorus Vangrult) what 
he pleaſed to ask for my Voyage to 
Holland; but underſtanding I was a 
Surgeon, he was contented to take half 
the uſual Rate, on Condition that I 
would ſerve him in the way of my Cal- 

Part III. M ling. 
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ling. Before we took Shipping, I was 
- often asked by ſome of the Crew, Whe- 
ther I had petformed the Ceremony 
above-mentioned ? I evaded the Que- 
ſtion by general Anſwers, that I had 
ſatisſied the Emperor and Court in all 
Particulars. However, a malicious 
Rogue of a Skipper went to an Ofi- 
cer, and pointing to me, told him, 1 
had not yet trampled on the Crucifix . 
But the other, who had received In- 
fſtructions to let me paſs, gave the Raſ- 
cal twenty Strokes on the Shoulders 
with a Bamboo, after which I was no 
more troubled with ſuch Queſtions. 


' NoTHnixG happened worth men- 
tioning in this Voyage. We failed with 
a fair Wind to the Cape of Good Hop e 
where we ſtaid only to take in freſh, 
Water. On the 16th of April we ar- 
rived fate to Amſterdam, having loſt 
only three Men by Sickneſs in the Voy- 
age, and a fourth who fell from the 
 Fore-maſt into > the "I; not far from 


the 
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the Coaſt of Guiuea. From Amſterdam 
J ſoon after ſet Sail for Exgland in a 
ſmall Veſſel belonging to that City. 


Ox the 1oth of April 1710, we 
put in at the Dou . TI landed the 
next Morning, and ſaw once more 
my Native Country after an Abſence 
of Five Years and Six Months com- 
pleat. I went ſtrait to Redri, where 
I arrived the ſame Day at two in the 
Afternoon, and found my Wife and Fa- 
mily in good Health. 


The End of the TniRD Par. 
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The Author ſets out as Captain of a 


Ship. His Men conſpire againſt him, 

confine him a long Time to his Cabbin, 
ſet him on ſhoar in an unknown Land. 
He travels up in the Country. The 
Yahoos, 4 ſtrange Sort of Animal, de- 


ſcribed. The Author meets two 
Houy hnhnms. 


with my Wife and Chil- 
dren about Five Months in 
a very happy Condition, if 
I could have learned the Leſſon of 

PART IV. B know- 


CoxnTiNUED at home 


8 — — — — — 
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Ma when I was well. I leſt my 
poor Wife big with Child, and accept- 
ed an advantagious Offer made me to 

be Captain of the Adventure, a ſtout 
| Merchant-man of 350 Tuns: For I 
_ underſtood Navigation well, and being 
grown weary of a Surgeon's Employ- 
ment at Sea, which however I could 
exerciſe upon occaſion, I took a skil- 
ful young Man of that Calling, one 
Robert Purefoy, into my Ship. We ſet 
fail from Portſmouth upon the Second 
Day of Auguſt, 1710; on the Four- 
teenth, we met with Captain Pocock of 
| Briftol, at Tenariff, who was going to 
the Bay of Campechy, to cut Log- 
wood. On the Sixteenth, he was part- 
ed from us by a Storm; I heard ſince 
my Return, that his Ship foundered, 
and none eſcaped, but one Cabbin-Boy. 
He was an honeſt Man, and a good 
Sailor, but a little too pofitive in his 
own Opinions, which was the Cauſe of 
his Deſtruction, as it hath been of ſeve- 
ral others. For if he had followed my 

| Advice, 
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Advice, he might have been ſafe at 


home with his Family at this Ein as 
well as myſelf. 


I HAD ſeveral Men died in my Ship 
of Calentures, ſo that J was forced to 
get Recruits out of Barbadoes, and the 

Leeward Iſlands, where I touched by 
the Direction of the Merchants who 

employed me, which I had ſoon too much 

_ cauſe to repent ; for I found afterwards 
that moſt of them had been Bucaneers. 
I had Fifty Hands on board, and my 
Orders were, that I ſhould trade with 
the Indians, in the South. Sea, and make 
what Diſcoveries I could. Theſe Rogues 
whom I had picked up debauched my 
other Men, and they all formed a Con- 
{piracy to ſeize the Ship and ſecure 
me; which they did one Morning, 
ruſhing into my Cabbin, and binding me 
Hand and Foot, threatning to throw me 
_ over-board, if J offered to ſtir. I told 
them, I was their Priſoner, and would 
ſubmit. This they made me ſwear to 
5 2 do, 
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do, and then they unbound me, only 
faſtening one of my Legs with a Chain 
near my Bed, and placed a Centry at 
my Door with his Piece charged, who 
was commanded to ſhoot me dead, if 
J attempted my Liberty. They ſent me 
down Victuals and Drink, and took the 
Government of the Ship to themſelves. 
Their Deſign was to turn Pyrates, and 
plunder the Spaniards , Which they 
could not . do, till they got more Men. 
But firſt they reſolved to ſell the Goods 
in the Ship, and then go to Madage/. 
car for Recruits, ſeveral among them 
having died ſince my Confinement. 
They failed many Weeks, and traded 
with the Indians, but I knew not what 
| Courſe they took, being kept a cloſe 
Priſoner in my Cabbin, and expeQing 
nothing leſs then to be murdered, as 
they often threatned me. 


Veo the Ninth Day of May 1711. 
one James Welch came down to my 
Cabbin; and faid he had Orders from 

the 


the Houyhnhams, 5 
the Captain, to ſet me a- ſhore. I ex- 
poſtulated with him, but in vain; nei- 
ther would he ſo much as tell me who 
their new Captain was. They. forced 


me 1ato the Long-boat, letting me put 


on my beſt Suit of Cloaths, which were 
as good as New, and a ſmall Bundle 
of Linnen, but no Arms except my 
Hanger; and they were ſo civil as not 
to ſearch my Pockets, into which I con- 
veyed what Money I had, with ſome 


other little Neceſſaries. They rowed 


about a League; and then ſet me down 
on a Strand. I deſired them to tell me, 
what Country it was. They all ſwore, 
they knew no more than myſelf, but 
ſaid, that the Captain (as they called 
him) was reſolved, after they had ſold 
the Lading, to get rid of me 1n the firſt 
Place, where they could diſcover Land. 
They puſhed off immediately, adviſing 
me to make haſte, for fear of being 
overtaken by the Tide, and ſo bad me 
Farewell. 
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IN this deſolate Condition I ad- 
vanced forward, and ſoon got upon 
firm Ground, where I ſate down on 
a Bank to reſt myſelf, and conſider 
what 1 had beſt to do. When I was 
a little refreſhed, I went up into the 
Country, reſolving to deliver myſelf 
to the firſt Savages I ſhould meet, and 
purchaſe my Life from them by ſome 
Braceiets, Glaſs-rings, and other 'Toys, 
which Sailers uſually provide themſelves 
with in thoſe Voyages, and whereof I 
had ſome about me: The Land was 
divided by long Rows of Trees not 
regularly planted, but naturally grow- 
ing; there was great plenty of Graſs, 
and ſeveral Fields of Oats. I walked 
very circumſpectly for fear of being 
ſurprized, or ſuddenly ſhot with an Ar- 
row from behind or on either fide. I 
fell into a beaten Road, where I faw 
many Tracks of human Feet, and ſome 
of Cows, but moſt of Horſes. At laſt 
I beheld ſeveral Animals in a Field, and 


One 
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one or two of the ſame kind ſitting in 
Trees. Their Shape was very ſingular, 


and deformed, which a little diſcom- 


poſed me, ſo that I lay down behind a 
Thicket to obſerve them better. Some 
of them coming forward near the place 
where I lay, gave me an Opportunity 
of diſtinctly marking their Form. Their 
Heads and Breaſts were covered with a 
thick Hair, ſome frizled and others 


lank, they had Beards like Goats, and 


a long ridge of Hair down their Backs, 
and the fore-parts of their Legs and Feet, 
but the reſt of their Bodies were bare, 


ſo that I might ſee their Skins, which 


were of a brown buff Colour. They 
had no Tails, nor any Hair at all on 
their Buttocks, except about the Anus ; 


which, I preſume, Nature had placed 
there to defend them as they fate on 


the Ground; for this Poſture they uſed, 
as well as lying down, and often ſtood 
on their hind Feet. They climbed high 
Trees, as nimbly as a Squirrel, for 
they had ſtrong extended Claws before 
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and behind, terminating in ſharp points, 
hooked. They would often ſpring, and 
bound, and leap with prodigious Agi. 
lity. The Females were not ſo large as 
the Males, they had long lank Hair on 
their Faces, nor any thing more than 
a ſort of Down on the reſt of their 
Bodies, except about the Anus, and 
Pudenda. Their Dugs hung between 
their Fore- feet, and often reached almoſt 
to the Ground as they walked. The 
Hair of both Sexes was of ſeveral Co- 
lours, brown, red, black and yellow. 
Upon the whole, I never beheld in all 
my Travels ſo diſagreeable an Animal, 
nor one againſt which I naturally con- 
ceived ſo ſtrong an Antipathy. So that 
thinking I had ſeen enough, full of 
Contempt and Averſion, I got up and 
purſued the beaten Road, hoping it 
might direct me to the Cabbin of ſome 
Indian. I had not gone far when I met 
one of theſe Creatures full in my way, 
and coming up directly to me. The 
ugly Monſter, when he ſaw me, dif. 
torted 
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torted ſeveral ways every Feature of 
his Viſage, and ſtared as at an Object 
he had never ſeen before; then approach- 
ing nearer, lifted up his Fore-paw, whe- 
ther out of Curioſity or Miſchief, I 


could not tell. But I drew my Hang- 


er, and gave him a good Blow with the 
flat Side of it, for I durſt not ſtrike 
him with the Edge, fearing the Inha- 
bitants might be provoked againſt me, 
if they ſhould come to know, that T 
had killed or maimed any of their Cat. 
tle. When the Beaſt felt the Smart, he 


drew back, and roared ſo loud, that a. 


Herd of at leaſt forty came flocking 
about me from the next Field, houl- 
ing and making odious Faces; but T 
ran to the Body of a Tree, and lean- 


ing my Back againſt it, kept them off, 


by waving my Hanger. Several of this 
curſed Brood getting hold of the Bran- 
ches behind leapt up in the Tree, from 
whence they began to diſcharge their 
Excrements on my Head : However, I 
eſcaped pretty well, by ſticking cloſe 
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to the Stem of the Tree, but was al- 
moſt ſtifled with the Filth, which fell 
about me on every ſide. 


IN the midſt of this Diſtreſs, I ob- 
ſerved them all to run away on a ſud- 
den as faſt as they could, at which I 
ventured to leave the Tree, and purſue 
the Road, wondring what it was that 
could put them into this Fright. But 
looking on my Left-hand, I ſaw a Horſe 
walking ſoftly in the Field: which my 
Perſecutors having ſooner diſcovered, was 
the Cauſe of their Flight. The Horſe 
ſtarted a little when he came near me, 
but ſoon recovering himſelf, looked full in 
my Face with manifeſt Tokens of Won- 
der: He viewed my Hands and Feet, 
walking round me ſeveral times. I would 
have purſued my Journey, but he placed 
himſelf directly in the Way, yet looking 
with a very mild Aſpect, never offering 
the leaſt Violence. We ſtood gazing at 
each other for ſome time; at laſt I took 
the Boldneſs, to reach my Hand towards 

| his 
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his Neck, with a Deſign to ſtroak it, 
uſing the common Style and Whiſtle of 
Jockies when they are going to handle 
a ſtrange Horſe. But this Animal ſeem- 
ing to receive my Civilities with Diſ- 
dain ſhook his Head, and bent his 

Bros, ſoftly raiſing up his right Fore- 
foot to remove my. Hand. Then he 
neighed three or four times, but in ſo 
different a Cadence, that I almoſt be- 
gan to think he was ſpeaking to him- 

ſelf in ſome Language of his own. 


Writs He and I were thus em- 
ployed, another Horſe came up; who 
applying himſelf to the firſt in a very 
formal Manner, they gently ſtruck each 
others right Hoof before, neighing ſeve- 
ral times by Turns, and varying the 
Sound, which ſeemed to be almoſt ar- 
ticulate. They went ſome Paces off, as 
if it were to confer together, walking 
Side by Side, backward and forward, 
like Perſons deliberating upon ſome At- 
fair of Weight, but often turning their 

Eyes 
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Eyes towards me, as it were to watch 
that I might not eſcape. I was amazed 
to ſee ſuch Actions and Behaviour in 
Brute Beaſts, and concluded with my- 
ſelf, that if the Inhabitants of this Coun- 
try were endued with a proportionable 
Degree of Reaſon, they muſt needs be 
the wiſeſt People upon Earth. This 
Thought gave me ſo much Comfort, 
that I reſolved to go forward untill I 
could diſcover ſome Houſe or Village, or 
meet with any of the Natives, leaving 
the two Horſes to diſcourſe together as 
they pleaſed. But the firſt, who was 
a Dapple-Gray, obſerving me to fteal 
off, neighed after me in ſo expreſſive a 
Tone, that I fancied myſelf to under- 
ſtand what he meant; whereupon I 
turned back, and came near him, to ex- 
pe& his farther Commands. But con- 
cealing my Fear as much as I could, 
for I began to be in ſome Pain, how 
this Adventure might terminate ; and 
the Reader will eaſily believe I did not 
much like my preſent Situation. 
* 
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TRE two Horſes came up cloſe to 
me, looking with great Earneſtneſs up- 
on my Face and Hands. The grey 
Steed rubbed my Hat all round with 
his right Fore-hoof, and diſcompoſed 
it fo much, that I was forced to adjuſt 
it better, by taking it off, and ſetling 
it again ; whereat both he and his Com- 
panion (who was a brown Bay) ap- 


peared to be much ſurprized, the latter 
felt the Lappet of my Coat, and finding 


it to hang looſe about me, they both 
looked with new Signs of Wonder. He 
ſtroked my Right-hand, ſeeming to ad- 
mire the Softneſs, and Colour ; but he 
ſqueezed it ſo hard between his Hoof 


and his Paſtern, that I was forced to 


roar; after which they both touched me 


with all poſſible Tenderneſs. They were 


under great Perplexity about my Shoes 
and Stockings, which they felt very of- 
ten, neighing to each other, and uſing 


various Geſtures, not unlike thoſe of a 
Philoſopter, when he would attempt to 


ſolve 
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ſolve ſome new and difficult Phæno- 
menon. 


VUroN the whole, the Behaviour of 
theſe Animals was ſo orderly and ra- 
tional, ſo acute and judicious, that I at 
laſt concluded, they muſt needs be Ma- 
gicians, who had thus metamorphoſed 
themſelves upon ſome deſign, and ſee- 
ing a Stranger in the way, were re- 
ſolved to divert themſelves with him; 
or perhaps were really amazed at the 
light of a Man ſo very different in Ha- 
bit, Feature and Complexion from thoſe 
who might probably live in ſo remote a 
Climate. Upon the ſtrength of this 
Reaſoning, I ventured to addreſs them 
in the following manner : Gentlemen, 
if you be Conjurers, as I have good 


Cauſe to believe, you can underſtand 


any Language ; therefore I make bold 
to let your Worſhips know, that I am 


2 poor diſtreſſed Ezgl;ſh Man, driven by 


his misfortunes upon your Coaſt, and 
L entreat one of you, to let me ride up- 
on 
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on his Back, as if he were a. real Horſe, 
to ſome [Houſe or Village, where I can 
be relieved. In return of which Fa- 
vour, I will make you a Preſent of 
this Knife and Bracelet, (taking them 
out of my Pocket.) The two Crea- 
tures ſtood ſilent while I ſpoke, ſeeming 
to liſten with great Attention ; and 
when I had ended, they neighed fre- 
quently towards each other, as it they 
were engaged in ſerious Converſation, 
I plainly obſerved, that their Language 
expreſſed the Paſſions very well, and 
the words might with little Pains be 
reſolved into an Alphabet more "cally 
than the Chizeſe. 


I couLD frequently diſtinguiſh the 
word Taboo, which was repeated by 
each of them ſeveral times; and altho 
it was impoſſible for me to conjecture 


what it meant, yet while the two 


Horſes were buſy in Converſation, I 


endeavoured to practice this Word upon 
my Tongue; and as ſoon as they were 


ſilent, 
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filent, I boldly pronounced Taboo in 2 


loud Voice, imitating, at the ſame time, 


as near as I could, the Neighing of a 
Horſe; at which they were both viſibly 
ſurprized, and the Grey repeated the 
ſame Word twice, as if he meant to teach 
me the right Accent, wherein I ſpoke 
after him as well as I could, and found 
myſelf perceivably to improve every 
time, though very far from any Degree 
of Perfection. Then the Bay tried me 
with a ſecond Word, much harder to 
be pronounced; but reducing it to the 
Engliſb Orthography, may be ſpelt thus, 
Houyhaham. I did not ſucceed in this 
ſo well as the former, but after two or 
three farther T rials, I had better for- 
tune; and they both e ed 
at my re DA | 


ArrT ER ſa nate Diſcourſe , 
which I then conjectured might relate 
to me, the two Friends took their 
leaves, with the ſame Compliment of 
ſtriking each other's Hoof; and the 
. Gray 
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made me figns that I ſhould walk be- 
fore them, wherein I thought it pru- 
dent to comply, till I could find a bet- 
ter Director. When I offered to ſlack- 
en my Pace, he would cry Hbuun, 
Hhuun; I gueſſed his meaning, and 
gave him to underſtand, as well as I 
could, that I was weary, and not able 
to walk faſter ; upon which, he would 
ſtand a while to let me reſt. | 
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CHAP. I. 


The Author conducted B a Houyhohom 


to his Houſe. The Houſe deſcribed. 
The Author's Reception. The Food of 
the Houyhahams. The Author in Di- 
ſtreſs for want of Meat, is at laſi re- 
lieved. His Manner of feeding in 
this Connery. | 
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| ANING: trapped alle three 
5; wegcame to a. lang kind 


of Buildingg made Timber, ſtuck in 
the Ground, andi wattled a- croſs; the 


Roof was low, and covered with Straw. 


I now began to be a little comforted, 


and took out ſome Toys, which Tra- 
vellers uſually carry for Preſents to the 


Savage Indians of America and other 


Parts, 


the Houyhnhnms. 19 


Parts, in hopes the People of the Houſe 


would be thereby encouraged to re- 


ceive me kindly. 'The Horſe made' me 
a ſign to go in firſt; it was a 

Room with a ſmooth Clay Floor, and a 
Rack and Manger extending the whole 
length on one fide. There were three 
Nags, and two Mares, not eating, but 


ſome of them ſitting down upon their 
Hams, which I very much wondered 


at; but wondered more to ſee the reſt 


employed in domeſtick Buſineſs. 'They 
ſeemed but ordinary Cattle, however 


this confirmed my firſt Opinion, that 
a People who could fo far civilize brute 
Animals; muſt needs excel in Wiſdom 
all the Nations of the World. The 


Gray came in juſt after, and thereby 


prevented any ill Treatment, which the 
others 'might have given me. He neigh- 
ed to them ſeveral times in a ſtyle: of 
Authority, and received Anſwers. 


BEYOND this Room there were 


three others, reaching the length of the 


C2 Houle, 
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Houſe, - to which you paſſed through 
three Doors, oppolite to each other, 
in the manner of a Viſta; we went 
through the ſecond Room towards the 
third, here the Gray walked in. firſt, 
beckoning me to attend : I waited in 


the ſecond Room, and got ready my 


Preſents, for the Maſter and Miftreſs of 
the Houſe : They were two Knives, 
three Bracelets of falſe Pearl, a ſmall 
Looking-glaſs and a Bead Necklace. The 


Horſe neighed three or four times, and 
T waited to hear ſome Anſwers in a hu- 


man Voice, but I obſerved no other 
Returns, than in the ſame Dialect, on- 
ly one or two a little ſhriller, than his. 
I began to think that this Houſe muſt 
belong to ſome Perſon of great Note 
among them, becauſe there appeared ſo 


much Ceremony before I could gain 


Admittance. But, that a Man of Qua- 


lity ſhould be ſerved all by Horſes, was 


beyond my Comprehenſion. I feared 
my Brain was diſturbed by my Sut- 
ferings and Misfortunes ; I rouſed my 

b ſelf; 
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ſelf, and looked about me in the Room 
where I was left alone; this was fur- 
niſhed like the firſt, only after a more 


elegant manner. I rubbed my Eyes 


often, but the ſame Objects ſtill occur- 
red. I pinched my Arms and Sides, to 


awake myſelf, hoping I might be in a 


Dream. I then abſolutely concluded, 


that all theſe Appearances could be no- 


thing elſe but Necromancy and Ma- 
gick. But I had no time to purſue theſe 
Reflections; for the Gray Horſe came 
to the Noor, and made me a ſign to 
tollow him into the third Room, where 
I ſaw a very comely Mare, together 
with a Colt and Fole, fitting on their 
Haunches, upon Matts of Straw, not 
unartfully made, and perfectly neat and 
clean. 


Tux Mare ſoon after my Entrance, 

roſe from her Matt, and coming up 
cloſe, after having nicely obſerved my 
Hands and Face, gave me a moſt con- 


temptuous Look ; then turning to the 
C 3 Horſe, 
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Horſe, I heard the word Yahoo often 
repeated betwixt them; the meaning 
of which word I could not then com- 
prehend, although it were the firſt I 
had learned to pronounce ; but I was 
ſoon better informed, to my everlaſting 


Mortification: For the Horſe beckning 


to me with his Head, and repeating 


the word Hhuun, Hhuun, as he did 


upon the Road, which I underſtood 
was to attend him, led me out into a 
Kind of Court, where was another 
Building at ſorne Diſtance from the 
Houſe. Here we enter'd, and I ſaw three 
of theſe deteſtable Cheatntes! whom I 
firſt met after my Landing, feeding 
upon Roots, and the Fleſh of ſome 
Animals, which I afterwards found 
to be that of Aﬀes and Dogs, and now 
and then a Cow dead by Accident or 
Diſeaſe. They were all tyed by the 
Neck with ſtrong Wyths, faſtened to a 
Beam : they held their Food between 
the Claws of their Fore-feet, and tore 
i With their Teeth. 


THE 
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Tux Maſter Horſe ordered a Sor- 
rel Nag, one of his Servants, to untie 
the largeſt of theſe Animals, and tale 
him into the Lard. The Beaſt and I 
were brought cloſe together; and our 
Countenances diligently compared, both 
by Maſter and Servant, who thereupon 
repeated ſeveral times the word Taboo. 
My Horror and Aſtoniſhment are not 
to be deſcribed, when I obſerved, in 
this abominable Animal, a perfect hu- 
man Figure; the Face of it indeed 
was flat and broad, the Noſe depreſ- 
Fed, the Lips large, and the Mouth 
wide. But theſe Differences are com- 
mon to all Savage Nations, where the 
Lineaments of the Countenance are di- 
ſtorted by the Natives ſuffering their 
Infants to lie grovelling on the Earth, 
or by carrying chem on their Backs, 
nuzzling with their Face againſt the 
Mother's Shoulders. The Fore-feet of 
the Tahoo differed from my Hands in 
nothing elſe, but the Length of the 
C " Nails, 
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Nails, the Coarſeneſs and Brownneſs of 


the Palms, and the Hairineſs on the 
Backs. There was the fame Reſem- 
blance between our Feet, with the 
ſame Differences, which I knew very 
well, tho? the Horſes did not, becauſe 
of my Shoes and Stockings; the ſame in 
every Part of our Bodies, except as to 
-Hairineſs and Colour, which I have al- 
Oey deſcribed. 


— 


Tun g great Difficulty that ſeemed to 


ſtick with the two Horſes, was, to ſee 
the reſt of my Body ſo very different 
from that of a Taboo, for which I was 
' obliged to my Cloaths, whereof- they 
had no Conception: The Sorrel 'Nag 
- offered me a Root, which he held (at- 


ter their manner, as we ſhall deſcribe 


in its proper place) between his Hoof 
and Paſtern; 1 took it in my Hand, and 
having ſmelt it, returned it to him a- 
| gain as civilly as I could. He brought 
* out of the Yahoo's Kennel a piece of 


ASS kleſn, but it ſmelt ſo offenſively 
| that 
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that I turned from it with loathing, 
he then threw it to the Taboo, by 
whom it was greedily devoured. He 
afterwards ſhewed me a Whiſp of Hay, 
and a Fettlock full of Oats ; but I ſhook 
my Head, to ſignify, that neither of 
theſe were Food for me. And indeed, 
I now apprehended, that I muſt abſo- 

lutely ſtarve, if I did not get to ſome of 

my own Species: For as to thoſe filthy 
Tahoos, although there were few great- 
er Lovers of Mankind, at that time, 

than myſelf; yet I confeſs I never ſaw 
any ſenſitive Being ſo deteſtable on all 
accounts; and the more I came near 
them, the more hateful they grew, 
while I ſtayed in that Country. This 

the Maſter Horſe obſerved by my Be- 
haviour, and therefore ſent the Tahoo 
back to his Kennel. He then put his 
 Fore-hoof to his Mouth, at which I 
was much ſurprized, although he did 
it with eaſe, and with a Motion that 
appeared perfectly natural, and made 

other ſigns to know what I would eat; 
; but 


. 
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but I could not return him ſuch an 
Anſwer as he was able to apprehend; 
and if he had under ſtood me, I did 


not ſee how it was poſſible to contrive 


any way for finding myſelf Nouriſh. 
ment. While we were thus engaged, 

I obſerved a Cow paſſing by, where: 
upon I pointed to her, and expreſſed a 
Deſire to let me go and milk her. 

This had its effect; for he led me back 
into the Houſe, ani] ordered a Mare- 
ſervant to open a Room, where a good 
ſtore of Milk lay in Earthen and Wooden 
Veſſels, after a very orderly and clean- 
ty manner. She gave me a large Bowl 
Full, of which I drank very heartily, 
and found myſelf well rofrathed: | 


FR BOUT Noon I . coming towards 
| the 'Houſe a kind of Vehicle drawn like 
a Sledge by four Tahoos. There was 
in it an old Steed, who ſeemed to be of 
Quality, he alighted with his Hind- feet 
forward, having by Accident got a 
Hurt in his left Fore- foot He came 


to 
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to dine with our Horſe, who received 
him with great Civility. They dined 
in the beſt Room, and had Oats boiled 
in Milk for the ſecond Courſe, which 
the old Horſe eat warm, but the reſt 
cold. Their Mangers were placed cir- 
cular in the middle of the Room, and 
divided into ſeveral Partitions, round 
which they fate on their Haunches 
upon Boſſes of Straw. In the middle 
was a large Rack with Angles an- 
ſwer ing to every Partition of the Man- 
ger. So that each Horſe and Mare 
eat their own Hay, and their own 
Maſh of Oats and Milk, with much De- 
cency and Regularity. The Behaviour 
of the young Colt and Fole appeared 

very modeſt, and that of the Maſter 
and Miſtreſs extremely chearful and 
complaiſant to their Gueſt. The Gray 
ordered me to ſtand by him, and much 
Diſcourſe paſſed between him and his 
Friend concerning me, as I found by 
the Stranger's often looking on me, 3 
the 
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the ls n. of the word 
Taboo. f 


I HarexxED to wear my Gloves, 
which the Maſter-Gray obſerving, ſeem- 
ed perplexed, diſcovering ſigns of Won- 
der what I had done to my Fore-feet ; 
he put his Hoof three or four times to 
them, as if he would ſignify, that 1 
ſhould reduce them to their former 
ſhape, which I preſently did, pulling 
off both my Gloves, and putting them 
into my Pocket. This occaſioned far. 
ther Talk, and I aw the Company was 
pleaſed with my Behaviour, whereof I 
ſoon found the good Effects. I was or- 
dered to ſpeak the few words I under- 
ſtood, and while they were at Dinner, the 
Maſter taught me the Names for Oats, 
Milk, Fire, Water, and ſome others ; 
which I could readily pronounce * . 
him, having from my Youth a great 
Facility in learning Languages: 


WIEN 
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Wren Dinner was done, the Ma- 
ſter Horſe took me aſide, and by ſigns 
and words made me underſtand the 
Concera that he was in, that I had no- 
thing to eat. Oats in their Tongue are 
called Hlunnh. This Word I pronoun- 
ced two or three times; for although 
I had refufed them at firſt, yet upon 
ſecond Thoughts, I conſidered that 1 
could contrive to make of them a kind 
of Bread, which might be ſufficient 
with Milk to keep me alive, till T could 
make my Eſcape to ſome other Country, 
and to Creatures of my own Species. 
The Horſe immediately ordered a White 
Mare-ſervant of his Family to bring 
me a good Quantity of Oats 1a a fort 
of wooden Tray. Theſe I heated be- 
fore the Fire as well as I could, and 
rubbed them till the Husks came off, 
which I made a ſhift to winnow from 
the Grain; I ground and beat them 
between two Stones, then took Water, 
and made them into a Paſte or Cake, 

5 which 
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which I toaſted at the Fire, and eat 
warm with Milk. It was at firſt a 
very inſipid Diet, though common e- 
grew tolerable by Time; and: having 
been oſten reduced to hard Fare in my 
' Jafe, this was not the firſt Experiment 
I had made how) eaſily Nature is ſa- 
tisfied· And I cannot but obſerve, that 
I never had one Hour's Sickneſs, while 
DRaid in this Iſland. *Tis true, I ſome- 
times made a- ſhift to catch a Rabbet, 
or Bird, by Springes made of Tahoos 
Hairs, and I oſten gatliered wholeſome 
Herbs, which I boiled, or eat as Sa- 
lades with my Bread, and now and then, 
for a Rarityy I made a little Butter, 
and drank the Whey. I was at firſt 
at a great loſs for Salt; but Cuſtom 
ſoon reconciled: the Want of it ; and I 
am confident that the Frequehe uſe of 


Salt among us is an Effect of Luxury, 
and was firſt introdueed only as a Pro- 
vocative to Drink; except where it is 
hr for preſerving of Fleſſi in long 

Voyages, 
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Voyages, or in Places remote from 
great Markets. For We obſerve no Ani- 


mal to be fond of it but Man: And as 
to myſelf, when I left this Country, it 
was a great while before I could en- 
dure the Taſte of it in any thing chat 
I eat. 


TEIs is enough to fay upon the 
Subject of my Dyet, wherewith other 
Travellers fill their Books, as if the 
Readers were perſonally concerned, 
whether wer fare well or ill. Howe- 
ever, it was neceſſary; to mention this 
Matter, eſti the World ſkouldithink it 


_ impoſible« that: I coul find Süſtenance 


for three ears in ſuch a 
among — Inhabirants.. 


#2 and 


2 


WHEN " 164 gnevgtamgarts Evening, 
the Maſter Horſe ordered a Place for 
me to lodge in; it was but Six Yards 
from the Houſe, and ſeparated from 
the Stable of the Tahoos. Here I got 
ſame Straw, and covering myſelt with 

TE. 1) my 
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| my own Cloaths, ſlept very ſound. But 

, -I'was in a ſhort time better accommo- 

E | dated, as the Reader ſhall know -here- 
after, when I come to treat more par- 
ticularly about my way of living. 8 
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CHAP. II. . 


The Author ftudious to learn the Lin: 
guage, the Houyhnham bis Maſter 
Ry in teaching. him. The Lan-. 

guage deſcribed." Several Houyhnhnms 
of Quality come out of Curiqty to 
ſee the Author. He gives his Maſter, 

= "INE Account ., . Voyages 1 
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5 learn the Language, which my 
Maſter. (for ſo I ſhall henceforth call 
him) and his Children, and every Ser- 
vant of his Houſe . were deſirous to 
teach me. For they looked upon it 
as a Prodigy that a brute Animal ſhould 
diſcover ſuch Marks of a rational Crea- 
ture. I pointed to every thing, and 
enquired the Name of it, which I wrote 
_ Fart IV, D down 
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down in my Journal- Book when I was 
alone, and corrected my bad Accent, 
y deſiring. thoſe of the Family to pro- 
ice it often. - Tn this Employment, 
a x Sorrel Nag, one of the under Ser- 


vants, was very ready to aſſiſt me. 


I ſpeaking, they pronounce through 
the Noſe: and Throat, and their Lan- 
guage approaches. neareſt to the Hagh- 
Dztch. or German, of any I know in 
Europe; but is much more graceful and 
ſignificant. The Emperor Charles V 
made almoſt the fame. Obſervation, when 


he ſaid, That if he were to ſpeak to his 
| Hor, it 00 be 1 in e e 
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Natter Were 15 great, that he 3 
many Hours of his Leiſure to inſtruct 
me. He was convinced (as he after- 
wards'told me) that 1 muſt he à Taboo, 
but my Teachableneſs, Civility and 
Cleanlineſs aſtoniſned him; which 
Vere 4 un A ft fo oppoſite to 

| ""thole 
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thoſe Animals. He was moſt perplex- 
ed about my Cloaths; reaſoning ſotne- 
times with himſelf, whether they were 
4 part of my Body; for I fever pulled 
them off till the Family were” aſleep, 
and got them on before they waked 
in the Morning. My Maſter was” e- 
ger to learn from whence I came, how 
Þ acquired thoſe Appearances of Reaſonſ, 
which 1 diſcovered in all my Aciöns, 
and to know my Story from my own 
Mouth; which he hoped he' ſhobtd' (Goh 
do by the great Proficiency I made in 
learning and pronouncing their Words 
and Sentences. To help my Memory, 
I formed all I learned into the Eugliſb 
Alphabet; and writ the Words down 
with the Tranſlations. This laſt, after 
ſome time, I ventured to do in my 
Maſter's: Preſence. It coſt me mucli 
Trouble to explain to him What I was 
doing; for the Inhabitants have not 
the leaſt Idea of Books or Litera- 


D 2 IN 


Ix about ten Weeks time I was 


able to underſtand moſt of his Que- 
ſtions, and in three Months could give 
him ſome tolerable Anſwers. He was 
extremely curious to know from what 
Part of the Country I came, and how 
T was taught to imitate a rational Crea- 
ture, becauſe the Tahoos, (whom he ſaw 
I exactly reſembled in my Head, Hands 
and Face, that were only viſible,) with 
ſome appearance of Cunning, and the 
ſtrongeſt Diſpoſition to Miſchief, were 


© obſerved to be the moſt unteachable 


of all Brutes. I anſwered, That I came 


| Over the Sea, from a far Place, with 


many others of my own Kind, in a 
great hollow Veſſel made of the Bodies 
of Trees. That my Companions forced 
me to land on this Coaſt, and then 
left me to ſhift for myſelf. It was 
with ſome Difficulty, and by the help 
of many Signs, that I brought him to 
underſtand me. He replied, That I 
muſt needs be miſtaken, or that I ſaid 
1: - 5 the 
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the thing which was not. (For they 
have no Word in their Language to 
expreſs Lying or Falſehood.) He knew 
it was impoſſible that there could be a 
Country beyond the Sea, or that a par= 
cel of Brutes could move a wooden 
Veſſel whither they pleaſed upon Wa- 
ter. He was ſure no Houyhubum alive 
could make ſuch a Veſſel, nor would 
truſt Tahoos to manage it. 


Trxz Word Houybabum, in their 
Tongue, fignifies a Horſe, and in its 
Etymology, the Perfection of Nature. 
I told my Maſter, that- I was at a 
loſs for Expreſſion, but would improve 
as faſt as I could; and hoped in a ſhort _ 
time I ſhould be able to tell him 
Wonders: He was pleaſed to direct his 
own Mare, his Colt and Fole, and the 
Servants of the Family to take all Op- 
portunities of inſtructing me, and eve- 
ry Day for two or three Hours, he 
was at the ſame Pains himſelf : Several 


Horſes and Mares of Quality in the 
D3 Neigh- 
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Neighbourhood came often to our 
Houle upon the Report ſpread of a 
wonderful Taboo, that could ſpeak like 
3 Houyhuhum, and ſeemed in his Words 
and Actions to diſcover ſome Glimmer- 
ings of Reaſon. Theſe delighted to 
converſe with me; they put many Que- 
ſtions, and received ſuch Anſwers, as I 
was able to return. By all theſe Ad- 
vantages, I made ſo great a Progreſs, 
that in five Months from my Arrival, 
T underſtood whatever was ſpoke, and 
could — m ylelf N well | 


oy 


b Bur E ne * came to vilt 
my Maſter, out of a Deſign of ſeeing 
and talking with me, could hardly be- 
lieve me to be a right Taboo, becauſe 
my Body had a different Covering from 
athers' of my Kind. They were aſto- 
niſhed to obſexve me without the uſual 
Hair or Skin, except on my Hęad, Face 
and Hands; but I diſcovered that Se. 
cret to my Maſter, - upon ap Accident, 
wht, happrngd apqut, . Fottnight . 
fore. 
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I HAVE already muy the" Reader, 
that every Night Hen the Family Wer? 
gone to Bed, it was my Cuſtom, to tt? 
and cover myſelf with my Cath: 
It happened one Morting- early, that 
my Maſter ſent for me, by the Sorrel 
Nag, Who was his Valet; hen he 
came, I was faſt aſleep, my Cloaths fal- 
len off on one ſide, and my Shirt above 
my Waſte. I awaked at the Noiſe lie 
made, and obſerved him to deliver his 
Meſſage in ſome Diſordet; after which 
he went to my Maſter, and in a' great 
Fright gave him a very confuſed Ac 
count of what he had ſeen: This 1 
preſently diſcovered; for going as ſoon 
as I was dreſſed, to pay my Attendance 
upon his Honour, he asked me the mean- 
ing of what his Servant had reported, 
that I was not the ſame Thing when 1 
ſlept as I appeared to be at other times; 
that his Valet aſſured him, ſome part 
of me was White, ſome Yellow, at leaſt 
not ſo White, and ſome Brown. 
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IAA hitherto concealed the Secret 
of my Dreſs, in order to diſtinguiſh my- 
ſelf as much as poſſible, from that curſed 

Race of Tahoos; but now I found it in 
| vain todo ſo any longer. Beſides, I con- 
ſidereckthat my Cloaths and Shoes would 
ſoon wear out, which already were in a 
declining Condition, and muſt be ſup- 
plied by ſome Contrivance from the 
Hides of Tahoos. or other Brutes; where- 
by the whole Secret would be known: 
I therefore told my Maſter, That in the 

Country from whence I came, thoſe of 
my kind always covered their Bodies 
with the Hairs of certain Animals pre- 
pared by Art, as well for Decency, as 
to avoid the Inclemencies of Air both hot 
and cold; of which, as to my own Perſon 
I would give him immediate Conviction, 
if he pleaſed to command me; only de- 
ſiring his Excuſe, if I did not expoſe 
thoſe Parts, that Nature taught us to 
conceal. He ſaid my Diſcourſe was all 
very ſtrange, but Men the laſt part; 

for 
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for he could not underſtand why Nature 
ſhould teach -us to conceal what Nature 
had given. That neither himſelf nor 
Family were aſhamed of any Parts of 
their Bodies; but however I might do 
as I pleaſed. -- Whereupon, I firſt un 
buttoned my Coat, and pulled it off. I 
did the fame with my Waſte-coat; I 
drew off my Shoes, Stockings and Bree 
ches. I let my Shirt down to my 
Waſte, and drew up the Bottom, faft- 
ning it like a Girdle about my middle 
to hide my rer v | 


My Maſter obſerved the whole Per. 
formance with great Signs of Curioſity 
and Admiration. He took up all my 
Cloaths in his Paſtern, one Piece after 
another, and examined them diligent- 
ly; he then ſtroaked my Body very 
gently, and looked round me ſeveral 
times, after which he ſaid, it was plain 
I muſt be a perfect Tahoo; but that I 
differed very much from the reſt of my 
| Species, in the Softneſs, and ind 
an 
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of Hair in ſeveral Parts of my Body, 
he, ſhape. and ſhortneſs of my Claws 
behind and before, and my aſſectation 
of walking continualiy oh my two Hin- 
dere fest. He deſired to fee! no more, 
and. gave me leave to put on my Cloaths 
again, for I was hvdderings welt Gold: ' | 
in bits go n 0 v 
* BXPRESSED|MY e at b 
giving me ſo oſten the Appellation of 
Taboo, an odious Animal, for which 1 
had fo utter an Hatred and Contempt, 
I begged he would forbear applying 
that Word to me, and take the ſame 
Order in his Family, and among his 
Friends whom he ſuffered to ſee me. 
I requeſted likewiſe, that the Secret of 
having, a falſe Covering, to my Body 
might be known to none but Himſelf, 
af leaſt as long as my preſent. Cloath- 
ing ſhould laſt; for, as to what the 
= i Nag his Valet had obſerved, his 


onour might com him to con- 
NI. it. 


ALL 
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ALY This my: Maker very graciouſ- 
ly conſented eo, and thus the Secret was' 
kept till my Cloaths began to wear our, 
which I was forced to ſupply by e 
ral Contrivances, that ſhall hereafter he 

mentioned. In the mean time, he de- 
fired I would go on with my utmoſt 
Diligence to learn their Language, be- 
cauſe he was more aſtoniſhed at my Ca- 
pacity- for Speech and Reaſon, than at 
the Figure of my Body, Whether it 
were covered or no; adding, that he- 
waited with ſome Impatience to hear 
the Wonders which I promiſed to tell 


Fxon thenceſor ward he doubled the 
Pains he had been at: to inſtrudt me; 
he brought me into all Company, and 
made them treat me with Civility, be- 
cauſe, as he told them privately, this 
would put me into good Humour, and 
make me more n 


EVER 
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EVER Day when I waited on 
him, beſide the Trouble he was at in 
teaching, he would ask me ſeveral Que- 
ſtions concerning myſelf, which I an- 
ſwered as well as I could; and by theſe 
means he had already received ſome 
general Ideas, though very imperfeQ. 
It would be tedious to relate the ſeve- 
ral Steps, by which I advanced to a 
more regular Converſation: But the 
firſt Account I gave of myſelf in any 
Order ang Length, was to this Pure 


poſe : 


Trar I came from a very far 
Country, as I already had attempted 
to tell him, with about fifty more of 
my own Species; that we travelled 
upon the Seas, in a great hollow Veſſel 
made of Wood, and larger than his 
Honour's Houſe. I deſcribed the Ship 
to him in the beſt terms I could, and 
explained by the help of my Handker- 
u diſplayed, how it was driven for- 

ward 
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ward by the Wind. That upon a Quar- 
rel among us, I was ſet on ſhore on 
this Coaſt, where I walked forward 
without knowing whither, till he de- 
livered me from the Perſecution of 
thoſe execrable Tahoos. He asked me, 
Who made the Ship, and how it was poſſi- 
ble that the Houyhubums of my Country 
would leave it to the Management of 
Brutes? My Anſwer was, That I durſt 
proceed no farther in my Relation, un- 
leſs he would give me his Word and 
Honour that he would not to be offend- 
ed, and then I would tell him the 
Wonders I had ſo often promiſed. He 
agreed; and I went on by aſſuring 
him, that the Ship was made by Crea- 
tures like myſelf, who in all the Coun- 
tries I had travelled, as well as in my 
own, were the only governing, rational 
Animals; and that upon my Arrival 
hither, I was as much aſtoniſhed to ſee 
the Houybhahams act like rational Be- 
ings, as he or his Friends could be in 
finding ſome Marks of Reaſon in a 
Creature 
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Creature he was pleaſed" to call a Tahoe, 
to which I owned my Reſemblance in 
every Part, but could not account for 
their degenerate and brutal Nature. 
I faid farther, That if good Fortune 
ever reſtored me to my native Coun. 
try, to, relate my Fravels hither, as 1 
reſolved to do, every body would believe 
that. IL ſaid. the Thing, which was not 
that invented the Story out of my own 
Head; and n all en reſpect to 
under. his ee not being end. 
our Countrymen would hardly 
Bag it probable, that a Houyhubum 
ſhould. be the preſiding Creature of E 
Waben, and a . aheo ne Brute. 


CHAP. 


C RAP. 91 


The ee Nation of Truth al 
Falſpood. The Author's Diſcourſe diſ+ 
approved” by his Maſter. The Author 
gives" 4 more particular Account of 
himſelf, and the Len Us his 
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[Y Maſter heard, me with great 
appearances of Uneaſineſs in his 
Countenance, becauſe Doubting or not 
believing, are fo little known in this 
Country, that the Inhabitants cannot 
tell how. to behave themſelves under 
ſuch Circumſtances. And I remember 
in frequent Diſcourſes with my Maſter 
concerning the Nature, of Manhood, in 
other Parts of the World, having occa- 


fon 
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ſion to talk of Lying, and falſe Repre- 
ſentation, it was with much Difficulty 
that he comprehended what I meant, 
| although he had otherwiſe a moſt acute 
Judgment. For he argued thus; That 
the Uſe of Speech was to make us un- 
derſtand one another, and to receive In- 
formation of Facts; now if any one ſaid 
#he Thing which was not, theſe Ends 
were defeated ; becauſe I cannot pro- 
perly be ſaid to underſtand him, and I 
am fo, far from receiving Information, 
that he leaves me worſe than in Igno. 
rance, for I am kd to believe a Thing 
Black when it is White, and Short when 
it is Long. And theſe were all the No- 
tions he had concerning that Faculty of 
Lying, ſo perfectly well underſtood a- 
mong human Creatures. . 


To return from this Digreſſion; 
when I aſſerted that the Tahoos were 
the only governing Animals in my Coun- 
try, which my Maſter ſaid was altoge- 


ther paſt his Conception, he deſired to 
know, 
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know, whether we had Hauybuhams a- 
mong us, and what was their Employ- 
ment: I told him, we had great Num- 
bers, that in Summer they grazed in 
the Fields, and in Winter were kept 
in Houſes, with Hay and Oats, when 
Jahoo-Servants were employed to rub 
their Skins ſmooth, comb their Manes, 
pick their Feet, ſerve them with Food, 
and make their Beds. I underſtand 
you well, ſaid my Maſter it is now ve- 
Ty plain, from all you have ſpoken, that 
whatever ſhare of Reaſon the Tahoos 
pretend to, the Hou) bhubums are your 
Maſters; I heartily wiſh our Tahoe 
would be ſo tractable. I begged his 
Honour would pleaſe to excuſe me 
from proceeding any farther, be- 
cauſe I was very certain that the Ac- 
count he expected from me would 
be highly diſpleaſing. But he inſiſted 
in commanding me to let him know 
the. beſt and the worſt : I told him, he 
ſhould be obeyed. I owned, that the 
Houybahams among us, whom we cal- 

PART IV. = led 
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led Horſes, were the moſt generous and 
comely Animal we had, that they ex- 
celled in Strength and Swiftneſs; and 
when they belonged to Perſons of Qua- 
lity, employed in Travelling, Racing, 
or drawing Chariots, they were trea- 
ſted with much Kindneſs and Care, till 
they fell into Diſeaſes, or became FO 
dred in the Feet ; and then they were 
old, and uſed to all kind of Drudgery 
ill they died; after which their Skins 
were ſtripped and ſold for what they 
were worth, and their Bodies left to 
be devoured by Dogs and Birds of Prey. 
But the common Race of Horſes had 
not ſo good Fortune, being kept by 
Farmers and Carriers and other mean 
People, who put them to greater La- 
bour, and fed them worſe. I defcrib- 
ed as well as I could, our way of Ri- 
ding, the ſhape and uſe of a Bridle, a 
Saddle, a Spur, and a Whip, of Harneſs 
and Wheels. I added, that we faſtned 
Plates of a certain hard Subſtance cal. 
ed Iron at the Bottom of their Feet, 
to 


the Houyhnhnms. 51 
to preſerve their Hooſs from being 


broken by the ſtony Ways on which 
we often travelled. 


Mx Maſter, after ſome Expreffions 
of great Indignation, wondered how we 
dared to venture upon a Houyhubum's 
Back, for he was ſure, that the mean- 
eſt Servant ia his Houſe would be 
able to ſhake off the ſtrongeſt Yahoo, 
or by lying down, and rouling on his 
Back, ſqueeze the Brute to Death. I 
anſwered. That our Horſes were trains 
ed up from three or four Years old to 
the ſeveral Uſes we intended them for; 
That if any of them proved intolerably 
vicious, they were employed for Car- 
riages; that they were ſeverely beaten 
while they were young, for any miſ- 
chievous Tricks: That the Males, de- 
ſigned for common Uſe of Riding or 
Draught, were generally caſtrated about 
two Years after their Birth, totake down 
their Spirits, and make them more tame 


and gentle; that they were indeed ſenſi- 
| E 2 ble 
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ble of Rewards and Puniſhments ; buth is 
Honour would pleaſe to conſider, that 
they had not the leaſt TinQure of Rea- 
ſon any more than the Yahoos in this 
Count. 


Ir put me to the Pains of many 
Circumlocutions to give my Maſter a 
right Idea of what I ſpoke; for their 
Language doth not abound in Variety 
of Words, becauſe their Wants and Paſ- 
ſions are fewer than among us. But it 
is impoſſible to repreſent his noble Re- 
ſentment at our ſavage Treatment of 
the Houyhahum Race, particularly at- 
tet I had explained the Manner and 
Uſe of Caſtratiug Horſes among us, to 
hinder them from propagating their 
Kind, and to render them more ſervile. 
He ſaid, if it were poſſible there could 
be any Country where JIahoos alone were 
endued with Reaſon, they certainly muſt 
be the governing Animal, becauſe Rea- 
ſon will in Time always prevail againſt 
Brutal Strength. But, conſidering 
| the 
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the Frame of our Bodies, and eſpecial- 
ly of mine, he thought no Creature of 
equal Bulk was ſo ill contrived, for em- 
ploy ing that Reaſon in the common Of. 
fice of Life; whereupon he deſired to 


know whether thoſe among whom 1 


lived, reſembled me or the Tahoos of 
his Country. I aſſured him, that I was 
as well ſhaped as moſt of my Age. 
but the younger and the Females were 
much more ſoft and tender, and the 
Skins of the latter generally as white 
as Milk. He faid, I differed indeed from 
other Taboos, being much more cleanly, 
and not altogether ſo deformed, but in 
point of real Advantage, he thought J 
diftered for the worſe. That my Nails 
were of no Uſe either to my Fore or 
Hinder-Feet; As to my Fore-feet he 
could not properly call them by that 
Name, for he never obſerved me to 
walk upon them ; that they were too 
{oft to bear the Ground; that I gene- 
rally went with them uncovered, net 
ther was the Covering I ſometimes wore 
| E 3 ON 
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on them, of the ſame Shape, or ſo ſtrong 


as that on my Feet behind. That I could 
not walk with any Security, for if either 
of my Hinder-Feet ſlipped, I muſt inevi- 


5 tably fall. He then began to find fault 


with other Parts of my Body, the Flat- 
neſs of my Face, the Prominence of my 


Noſe, mine Eyes placed directly in 


Front, ſo that I could not look on ei- 
ther Side without turning my Head: 
That I was not able to feed myſelf, 


without lifting my Fore-feet to my 


Mouth : And therefore Nature had 
placed thoſe Joynts to anſwer that Ne- 
ceſſity. He knew not what could be 
the Uſe of thoſe ſeveral Clefts and Di- 


' Viſions in my Feet behind, that theſe 


were too ſoft to bear the Hardneſs and 
Sharpneſs of Stones without a Cover. 
ing made from the Skin of ſome other 
Brute; that my whole Body wanted a 
Fence againſt Heat and Cold, which I 
was forced to put on and off every Day 
with Tediouſneſs and Trouble. And 
laſtly, that he obſerved every Animal in 


this 
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this Country naturally to abhor the 
Tahoos, whom the Weaker avoided, and 
the Stronger drove from them. So that 
ſuppoſing us to have the Giſt of Rea- 
ſon, he could not ſee how it were poſ- 
ſible to cure that natural Antipathy 
which every Creature diſcovered againſt 
us; nor . conſequently, how we could 
tame and render them ſerviceable. 
However, he would (as he faid) de- 
bate the Matter no farther, becauſe he 
was more deſirous to know my own 
Story, the Country where I was born, 
and the ſeveral Actions and Events of 
my Lite before I came hither, 


I ASSURED him, his extremely de. 
ſirous I was that he ſhould be fatisfied 
in every Point; but I doubted much, 
whether it would be poſſible for me to 
explain myſelf on ſeveral Subjects where 
of his Honour could have no Concep- 
tion, becauſe I ſaw nothing in his Coun» 
try to which I could reſemble them. 
That however, I would do my bet, 

E 4 and 
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and ſtrive to expreſs myſelf by Simili- 
tudes, humbly defiring his Aſſiſtance 
when I wanted proper Words ; which 
he was pleaſed to promiſe me. 


I sA1D, my Birth was of honeſt Pa- 
rents, in an Iſland called England, which 


was remote from this Country, as ma- 


ny Days Journey as the ſtrongeſt of his 
Honour's Servants could travel in the 
Annual Courſe of the Sun. That I was 
bred a Surgeon, whole Trade is to cure. 
Wounds and Hurts in the Body, got by 
Accident or Violence; that my Country 
was governed by a Female Man, whom 
we called Queen. That I left it to get 
Riches, whereby I might maintain my- 


ſelf and Family when I ſhould return. 


That in my laſt Voyage, I was, Com- 
mander. of the Ship, and had about fifty 
Jahoos under me, many of which died 
at Sea, and I was forced to ſupply them 


by others picked out from ſeveral Na- 
tions. That our Ship was twice in 


Danger of being ſunk ; the firſt time by 


2 
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a great Storm, and the ſecond; by ſtrik- 
ing againſt a Rock. Here my Maſter 
interpoſed, by asking me, How I could 
perſuade Strangers out of different Coun- 
tries to venture with me, after the 
Loſſes I had ſuſtained, and the Hazards 
T had run.' I faid, they were Fellows 
of deſperate Fortunes forced to fly from 
the Places of their Birth, on account 


of their Poverty or their Crimes. Some 


were undone by Law-ſuits; others ſpent 


all they had in Drinking, Whoring and 


Gaming; others fled for Treaſon; many 
for Murder, Theft, Poyſoning, Robbe- 
ry, Perjury, Forgery, Coining falſe Mo- 
ney, for committing Rapes or Sodomy, 
for flying from their Colours, or deſert- 
ing to the Enemy, and moſt of them 
had broken Priſon ; none of theſe durſt 
return to their Native Countries tor fear 
of being hanged, or of ſtarving in a 
Jail ; and theretore were under a ne- 


ceſſity of ſeeking a Layelihood 1 in other 
N 
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Duvxix c this Diſcourſe, my Maſter 
was pleaſed to interrupt me ſeveral 
Times; I had made uſe of many Cir- 
cumlocutions in deſcribing to him the 
Nature of the ſeveral Crimes, for which 
moſt of our Crew had been forced to 
fly their Country. This Labour took 
up ſeveral Days Converſation before he 
was able to comprehend me. He was 
wholly at a Loſs to know what could 
be the Uſe or Neceſſity of Practiſing 
thoſe Vices. To clear. up which I en- 
deavoured to give him ſome Ideas of 
the Deſire of Power and Riches, of the 
terrible Effects of Luſt, Intemperance, 
Malice and Envy. All this I was for- 
ced to define and deſcribe by putting 
of Caſes, and making of Suppoſitions. 
After which, like one whoſe Imagination 
was ſtruck with ſomething never ſeen 
or heard of before, he would lift up 
his Eyes with Amazement and Indigna- 
tion. Power, Government, War, Law, 
Puniſhment, and a Thouſand other 

Things 
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Things had no Terms, wherein that 
Language could expreſs them, which 
made the Difficulty almoſt inſuperable 
to give my Maſter any Conception of 
what I meant, But being of an ex- 
cellent Underſtanding, much improved 
by Contemplation and Converſe, he at 
laſt arrived at a competent Knowledge 
of what Human Nature in our Parts 
of the World is capable to perform, 
and deſired I would give him ſome par. 
ticular Account of that Land, which 
we call Europe, but eſpecially of my 
on Country. 


CHAP. 


60 AVoract to 


a mp” 2 3 = 
rr OO ARG & * Den 
< * —— © „ i N — a 2 


HA. . 
The Author at his Maſter's Commands 
znforms him of the State of England. 
The Cauſes of War among the Princes 
- of Europe. The Author begins to 
explain the Engliſh Conſtitution. 


TEE Reader may pleaſe to ob- 
| ſerve, that the following Extract 
of many Converſations I had with my 
Maſter, contains a Summary of the 
moſt material Points, of which were diſ- 
courſed at ſeveral times for above Two 
Years ; his Honour often deſiring ful- 
ler Satisfaction as I farther improved 
in the Hou) hubum Tongue. I laid be- 
fore him, as well as I could, the whole 
State of Europe; I diſcourſed of Trade 


* 
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and Manufactures, of Arts and Sci- 
ences; and the Anfwers I gave to all 
the Queſtions he made, as they aroſe 
upon ſeveral Subjects, were a Fund of 
Converſation not to be exhauſted. But 
I ſhall here only ſet down the Subſtance 
of what paſſed between us concerning 
my own Country, reducing it into Or- 
der as well as I can, without any Re- 
gard to Time or other Circumſtances, 
while I ſtrictly adhere to Truth. y 
only Concern is, that I ſhall hardly be 
able to do Juſtice to my Maſter's Ar- 
guments and Expreſſions, which muſt 
needs ſuffer by my want of capacity, as 
well as by a Tranſlation into our barba- 
rous Exgliſh. 


IN Obedience therefore to his Ho- 
nour's Commands, I related to him the 
Revolution under the Prince of Orange, 
the long War with Fance entered into 
by the ſaid Prince, and renewed by his 
Succeſſor the preſent Queen, wherein 
the greateſt Powers of Chriſtendom were 
engaged, 
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engaged, and which ſtill continued: I 
computed at his Requeſt, that about a 
Million of Yaboos might have been kil- 
led in the whole Progreſs of it, and 
perhaps a Hundred or more Cities ta- 
ken, and thrice as many Ships burat 
ar ſunk. 


Hs asked me what were the uſual 
Cauſes or Motives that made one 
Country go to War with another. 1 
_ anſwered they were innumerable, but J 
ſhould only mention a few of the chief. 
Sometimes the Ambition of Princes, 
who. never think they have Land or 
People enough to govern: Sometimes 
the Corruption of Miniſters, who en- 

gage their Maſter in a War 1n order to 
Rifle or divert the Clamour of the Sub- 
jects againſt their Evil Adminiſtration. 
Difference in Opinions hath coſt many 
Millions of Lives: For inſtance, whe- 
ther Fleſh be Bread, or Bread be Fleſh ; 
whether the Fuice of a certam Berry 
be Blood or Wine; whether — 

& 
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be a vice or a Virtue; whether it be 
better to kifs a Poſt, or throw it into 
the Fire; what is the beſt Colour for 
a Coat, whether Black, White, Red or 
Gray ; and whether it {ſhould be Jong 
or ſhort, narrow Or wide, dirty or 
clean, with many more. Neither are 
any Wars fo furious and bloody, or of 


| to long Continuance, as thoſe occaſioned - 


by Difference in Opinion, eſpecially if it 
be 1a things indifferent. 


SoMETIMEs the Quarrel between 
two Princes is to decide which of them 
{ſhall diſpoſſeſs a Third of his Domini» 
ons, where neither of them pretend to 
any Right. Sometimes one Prince 
quarrelleth with another, for fear the 
other ſhould quarrel with him. Some- 


times a War is entered upon, becauſe 


the Enemy is too ſtroug, and ſometimes 
becauſe he is too weak. Sometimes 


our Neighbours want the Things which 


we have, or have the Things which 
we wazt; and we both fight, till they 
take 
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take ours and give us theirs. It is a 
very juſtifiable Cauſe of War to invade 
a Country after the People have been 
waſted by Famine, deſtroyed by Peſti. 
lence, or embroiled by Factions amongſt 
themſelves. It is juſtifiable to enter in- 
to War againſt our neareſt Ally, when 
one of his Towns lies convenient for us, 
or a Territory of Land, that would ren- 
der our Dominions round and com- 
pleat. If a Prince ſends Forces into a 
Nation, where the People are poor and 
ignorant, he may lawfully put half of 
them to Death, and make Slaves of the 
reſt, in order to civilize and. reduce | 
them from their barbarous Way f Liv- 


ing. It is a very kingly, honourable, 
and frequent Practice, when one Prince 


deſires the Aſſiſtance of another. to ſe- 
cure him againſt an Invaſion, that the 
Aſſiſtant, when he hath driven out the 
Invader, ſhould ſeize on the Domini- 
ons himſelf, and kill, impriſon or ba- 
' niſh the Prince he came to relieve. 
Allyance by Blood or Marriage, is a 
irequent 
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frequent Cauſe of War between ] Princes, 
and the nearer the Kindred is, the great- 


er 1s their Diſpoſition to quarrel: Poor 
Nations are hungry, and rich Nations 
are proud, and Pride and Hunger will 
ever be at Variance. For thoſe Reaſons, 
the Trade of a Soldier is held the moſt 
honourable of all others: Becauſe a 

Soldier is a Taboo hired to kill in cold 
Blood as many of his own Species, ho 


have never offended him, as 11 


he can. 


Tun E RE are likewiſe _ Kind 
of Princes in Europe, not able to 
make War by themſelves, WhO hire out 
their Troops to richer Nations, for ſo 
much, a Day to each Man; of which 
they keep three fourths to themſelves, 
and it is the beſt part of their Main- 
tenance; ſuch are thoſe in many Nor- 
thern Parts of 5 


Wan AT you have told me, (aid my 
Maſter) upon the Subject of War, does 


PART IV. F indeed 
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indeed diſcover moſt admirably the Ef. 
fects of that Reaſon you pretend to: 


However i it is happy that the Shame 83 


greater than the Dunger; ; and that Na- 
ture hath left you utterly raw aol of 
4257 much AMT” 


For your Mouths ing flat with 


your Faces, you can hardly bite each 


other to any purpoſe, unleſs by Con- 
ſent. Then as to the Claws upon your 


Feet before and behind, they are ſo 


ſhort and tender, that one of our Tahoos 


would drive a Dozen of yours beſore 
him. And therefore in recounting the 
Numbers of thoſe who have been killed 
in Battle, I cannot but think that you 
have 42 the Thing which not. 


I coup not mrbeck ſhaking imp 
Head and fmiling a little at his Igno- 
rance. And being no Stranger to the 


Art of War, I gave him a Deſcription of 


Cannons, Culverins, Muskets , Cara- 


bines, Piſtols, Bullets, Powder, Swords, 


Bayonets, 


„KW. Tg ESC 
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Bayonets, Sieges, Retreats, Attacks, 
Undermines, Countermines, Bombard- 
ments, Sea-fiptits ; Ships ſunk with 4 
Thouſand Men, Twenty thouſund Kil- 
led on each Side; dying Groans, Limbs 
flying in the Air, Smoale, N oiſe, Codfu⸗ 
ſion, Trampling to Deark under Hotſes 
Peet; Flight, Purſuit, Victory; Fields. 
ſtrewod with Carcaſes leſt for Food to 
Dogs, and Wolves, and Birds of Piey; £ 
Plundering, Stripping, Raviſhing, Burns 
ing and Deſtroying. And to ſet forth. 
the' Valor of my own dear Country men, 
Faſſured him; that I had ſeen them 
blow up a Hundred Enemies at once in 
a Siege, and as many in a Slip, and 
beheld the dead Bodies come down in 
pieces from the Clouds, to the great 
Diverflett of rhe Spectators; 


TAS going on to more Particulars, 
when my Maſter commanded re OI 
lence. He ſaid; Whoever underſtood- 
tlie Nature of TaHovs might: eaſily be- 

lieve it poſſible for ſo vile an Animal, 
F 2 | 0 
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to be capable of every Action I had 


named, if their Strength and Cunning 
F equalled their Malice. But as my Diſ- 


courſe had increaſed his Abhorrence of 
the whole Species, ſo he found it 0 : 


him a Diſturbance in his Mind, 
| Which he was wholly a Stranger = hy 


He thought his Ears being uſed to 


ſuch abominable Words, might by De- 


grees admit them with leſs Deteſtation. 
That although he hated the Yahoos of 


this Country, yet he no more blamed 


them for their odious Qualities, than 


he did a Ganayh (a Bird of Prey) for its 


Cruelty, or a ſharp Stone for cutting 


my Hoof. But when a Creature pre- 


tending to Reaſon, could be capable 
of ſuch Enormities, he dreaded leſt the 
Corruption of that Faculty might be 


worſe than Brutality itſelf. He ſeemed 


therefore confident, that inſtead of Rea- 
ſon, we were only poſſeſſed of ſome 
Quality fitted to increaſe our natural 


Vices, as the Reflection from a trou- 


bled Stream returns the Image of an 
. 
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il: ſhapen Body, not only larger, but 
more diſtorted. 


He added, That he had heard too 
much upon the Subject of War, both 
in this, and fome former Diſcourſes. 
There was another Point which a lit- 
tle perplexed him at preſent. I had in- 
formed him, that ſome of our Crew 
left their Country on account of be- 
ing ruined by Law; that I had alrea- 
dy explained the meaning of the Word; 
but he was at a Loſs how it ſnould come 
to paſs, that the Law which was in- 
tended for every Man's Preſervation, 
ſhould be any Man's Ruin. Therefore 
he deſired to be farther ſatisfied what 
I meant by Law, and what ſort of Dif 
penſers thereof it could be by whoſe 
Practices the Property of any Perſon 
could be loſt, inſtead of being preſerv- 
ed. He added, he ſaw not what great 
Occaſion there could be for this thing 
called Law, ſince all the Intentions and 
Tupel of it may be fully anſwered 

F „ by 
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by following the Dictates of Nature 


and Reaſon, which are ſufficient Guides 
for a Reaſonable Animal, as we per- 


tended to be, in ſhewing us what we 
ought. to do, and what to avoid. 


I ASSsUuUnED his Honour, that Law 
Was a Science wherein I had not much 

converſed, having little more Know- | 
ledge” of it than what I had obtained 
by employing Advocates, in vain, upon 
ſome Injuſtices that had been done me, 
and by converſing with ſome others 
who:by the fame Method had firſt loſt 
their Subſtance and then left their own 
Country under the Mortification of ſuch 
Diſappointments, however I would give 
wm all the Satisfaction I was able. 


I 3410 that thoſe who made pro- 


feſſion of this Science were exceedingly 
multiplied, being almoſt equal to the 
Caterpillars in Number; that they were 


of diverſe Degrees, Diſtinctions and 


+ 1 pad "Tag Numerouſneſs of 
Nel c thoſe 
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thoſe that dedicated themſelves to this 
Profeſſion were ſuch that the fair and 
juſtifiable Advantage and Income of the 
Profeſſion was not ſufficient for the de- 
cent and handſome Maintenance of Mul- 
titudes of thoſe who followed it. Hence 
it came to paſs that it was found need- 
ful to ſupply that by Artifice and Cun- 
ning, which could not be procured by 
juſt and honeſt Methods: The better 
to bring which about, very many Men 
among us were bred up from their 
Youth in the Art of proving by Words 
multiplied for the Purpoſe that White 
is Black, and Black is White, according 
as they are paid. The Greatneſs of 
| theſe Mens Aſſurance and the Boldneſs 
ok their Pretenſions gained upon the 
Opinion of the Vulgar, whom in a 
Manner they made Slaves of, and got 
into their Hands much the largeſt Share 
of the Practice of their Profeſſion. Theſe 
Practitioners were by Men of Diſcern- 
ment called Pettifoggers, (that is, Con- 
fornders, or rather, Deſtroyers of Right.) 
F 4 
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as it was my ill Hap as nl; as the 
Misſortune of my ſuffering Acquain- 
tance to be engaged only with this 
Species of the Profeſſion. I deſired his 
Honour to underſtand the Deſcription 
T had to give, and the Ruin I had 
complained of to relate to theſe SeQa- 
ries only, and how and by what means 
the Misfortunes we met with were 
brought upon us by the Management of 
- theſe Men, might be more eaſily conceiv- 
ed by explaining to him their Method 
of Proceeding, which could not be better 
down than by giving him an Example. 


Mx Neighbour, ſaid I, I will ſuppoſe, 
nas a mind to my Cove, he hires one of theſe 
Advocates to prove that he ought to have 
my Cow from me. I muſt then hire ano- 
ther of them to defend my Right, it being 
apainft all Rules of Low that any Man 
ſhould be allowed to ſpeak for himſelf 
Now in this caſe, I who am the Right 
Owner lie under two great Diſadvan- 
tages. Firſt, my Advocate, being as I 


{aid 
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ſaid before practiſed almoſt from his 
Cradle in defending Falſhood, is quite 
out of his Element when he would ar- 
gue for Right, which as an Office un- 
natural he attempts with. great Awk- 
wardneſs, if not with an IIl- will. The 
Second Diſadvantage is that my Advo- 


cate muſt proceed with great Caution ; 


for, ſince the Maintenance of ſo many 
depend on the keeping up of Buſineſs, 
ſhould he proceed too ſummarily, if he 


does not incur the Diſpleaſure ot his Su- 


periors, he is ſure to gain the Ill will 
and Hatred of his Brethren, as being 


by them eſteemed one that would leſ- 
ſen the Practice of the Law. This be- 


ing the Caſe, I have but two Methods 


to preſerve my Cow. The firſt is, to 
gain over my Adverſary's Advocate 
with a double Fee; from the Manner 
and Deſign of whoſe Education before 
mentioned it is eaſy to expect he will 
be induced to drop his Client and let 

the Ballance fall on my Side. The Se- 
cond Way is for my Advocate not to 


inüilt 
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infiſt on the Juſtice of my Cauſe, by 
allowing the Cow to belong to my Ad- 
verſary; and this if it be dexterouſly 
and skilfully done will go a great Way 
towards obtaining a favourable Verdict, 
| it having been found, from a ! 
Obſervation of Iſſues and Events, that 
the wrong Side, under the Management 
of ſuch Practitioners, has the fairer 
Chance for Succeſs, and this more e- 
ſpecially if it happens, as it did in mine 
and my Friend's Caſe, and may have 
done ſince, that the Perſon appointed 
to decide all Controverſies of Property 
as well as for the Tryal of Criminals, 
who, ſhould be taken out of the moſt 
knowing and wiſe of his Profeſſion, is 
by the Recommendation of a great 
Favourite, or Court -Miſtreſs choſen out 
of the Sec before mentioned, and ſo, 
having been under a ſtrong Biaſs all 
his Life againſt Equity and fair dealing, 
ies as it were under a fatal Neceſſity 
of favouring, ſhifting, double dealing 


and Oppreſſion, and beſides through 
I 55 
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Age, Infirmity, and Diſtempers grown 
lazy, unactive, and inattentive, and 
thereby almoſt incapacit ated from do- 
ing any thing becoming the Nature of 
his Imployment, and the Duty of his 
Office. In ſuch Caſes, the Deciſions and 
Determinations of Men ſo bred, and 
ſo qualified, may with Reaſon be ex- 
petted on the wrong fide of the Cauſe, 
fince ' thoſe who can take Harangue 
and Noiſe, (if purſued with Warmth, 
and drawn out into a Length,) for Rea- 
Toning „are not much to be won- 
dered at, if they infer the weight of 


the Argument from the heavineſs of 
the Pleading. 


IT is a Win among hel Men, 
That whatever has been done before 
may legally be done again : And 
therefore they take ſpecial Care to 
record all the Deciſions formerly made, 
even thoſe which have through Igao- 
rance or Corruption contradicted the 
Rules of common Juſtice and the a 

ra 
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ral Reaſon of Mankind. Theſe, under 
the Name of Precedents, they produce 
as Authorities, and thereby endeavour 
to juſtify the moſt ini quitous Opinions; 
and they are ſo lucky in this Practice, 
that it rarely fails of Decrees anſwer- 
able to their Intent and ExpeRtation. 


IN 8 thay ſtudiouſly avoid 
entring into the Merits of the Cauſe; 
but are loud, violent and tedious In 
dwelling upon all Circumſtances which 
are not to the Purpoſe. For Inſtance, 
in the Caſe already mentioned; They 
never deſire to know what Claim or 
Title my Adverſary hath to my Cow, 
but whether the faid Cow were Red 
or Black, her Horns long or. ſhort ; 
whether che Field I graze her in be 
round or ſquare, whether ſhe was 
milked at home or abroad, what Diſ- 
"eaſes ſhe is ſubje& to, and the like ; 
«after which they conſult Precedents, ad- 


-journ the Cauſe, from 'Time to Time, 


1h and 
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and in Ten, Twenty, or en Years 
come to an Iſſue. 


Ir is hee to Ke 1 1 
this Society hath a peculiar Cant and 
Jargon of their own, that no other 
Mortal can underſtand, and wherein all 
their Laws are written, which they 
take ſpecial Care to multiply; where. 
by they have gone near to confound 
the very Eſſence of Truth and Falſ- 

hood, of Right and Wrong; ſo that it 
may talts Thirty Years to decide whe- 
ther the Field, left me by my Ance- 
ſtors for ſix Generations, belongs to me 


or to a Stranger three hundred Miles | 
off. 


In the Tryal of Perſons accuſed 'for 
Crimes againſt the State the Method is 
much more ſhort and commendable :' 
For if thoſe in power, who know well 
how to chooſe Inſtruments fit for their 
Purpoſe, take care to recommend and 


promote out of this Clan a proper Per- 
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fon, his Viethod of Education and Prac- 
tice makes it eaſy to him, when his 
Patrons Diſpoſition is underſtood, with- 
out Difficulry or Srudy either to con- 
demn or acquit the Criminal, and at 


the ſame time ſtrictiy 1 10 all due 


Forms of Law. 


Hers my Maſter pirrlthnx faid it 
was a Pity, that Creatures endowed 
with ſuck prodigious Abilities of Mind 
as theſe. Advocates by the Deſcription 
I gave of them muſt certainly be, were 
not rather Encouraged to be Inſtruc- 
tors. of others in Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge. In anſwer to which I aſſured 
his Honour that the Buſineſs and Stu- 
dy of their own Calling and Profeſ- 
lion ſo took up all their Thoughts and 
engroſſed all their Time, that they mind- 
ed nothing elſe, and that therefore, in 
all points out of their. own Trade, ma- 
ny of them were of ſo great Ignorance. 
and Stupidity, that it was hard to pick 


out of any Profeſſion a Generation of 


Men 
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Men more deſpicable in common Con- 
verſation, or who were ſo much look 
6 upon. 25/2vowed Enemies toall Know- 
ledge and Learning, being equally diſ- 
poſed to pervert the general reaſon of 
Mankind in every other Subject of 


Diſcourſe, as in that of their own Cal- 


C4 vo 13 


CHAP. 


A Continuation of the State of England, 
ſo well governed by a Queen as to 
need no firſt Miniſter. The Character 


| of. ſuch an one in * vp European 
Courts. 


Y Maſter was yet wholly at a 

Loſs to underſtand what Mo. 
tives could (incite this Race of Law- 
yers to perplex, diſquiet, and weary 
themſelves, and'engage in a Confederacy 
of Injuſtice, merely for the Sake of in- 
juring their Fellow-Animals; neither 
could he comprehend what 1 meant in 
ſaying they did it for Hite. Where- 
upon I was at much Pains to deſcribe 
to him the Uſe of Mone), the Mate- 
rials it was made of, and the Value 


; ; 5 
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of the Metals; that when a Taboo had 
got a great Store of this precious Sub- 
ſtance, he was able to purchaſe what- 
ever he had a mind to, the fineſt Cloath- 
ing, the nobleſt Houſes, great Tracts 
of Land, the moſt coſtly Meats and 
Drinks, and have his choice of the 
moſt beautiful Females. Therefore 
ſince Mone) alone, was able to per- 
form all theſe Feats, our Taboo 
thought, they could never have enough 
of it to ſpend or to ſave, as they found 
themſelves inclined from their natural 
Bent either to Profuſion or Avarice. 
That the Rich Man enjoyed tlie Fruit 
of the Poor Man's Labour, and the lat- 
ter were a thouſand to one in propor- 
tion to the former. That the Bulk of 
our People were forced to live miſera- 
bly, by labouring every Day for ſmall 
Wages to make a few live plentifully. 
J enlarged myſelf much on theſe and 
many other Particulars to the ſame pur- 
poſe: Zut his Honour was ſtill to 
ſeek: For he went upon a ſuppoſition 
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that all Animals had a Title to their 


fhare in the Productions of the Earth, 
and eſpecially thoſe who ' preſided over 


the reſt. Therefore he deſired I would a 


let him know, what theſe coſtly Meats 
were, and how any of us happened to 
waht them. Whereupon I enumerated 
as many ſorts. as came into my Head, 
with the various Methods of dreſſing 


them, which could not be done with- 


out ſending Veſſels by Sea to every 


part of the World, as well for Liquors: 


to Drink, as for Sauces, and innumera- 
ble other Conveniencies. I aſſured him, 
that this whole Globe of Earth muſt 


be at leaſt three times gone round, 
before one of our better Female Tahoos 


could get her Breakfaſt, or a Cup to 
put it in. He faid, That muſt needs 


be a miſerable Country which cannot 
furniſh Food for its own Inhabitants. 
But what he chiefly wondered at was 
how ſuch vaſt Tracts of Ground as I. 
deſcribed ſhould be wholly without 
Freſt-water, and the _— put to the 


Neceſſity 


1 


r . . 3-1 
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Neceſſity of ſending over the Sea for 
Drink. I replied, that England (the 


dear Place of my Nativity) was compu- | 


ted to produce three times the quantity 
of Food, more than its Inhabitants are 
able to conſume, as well as Liquors ex- 


tracted from Grain, or preſſed out of 


the Fruit of certain Trees, which made 
excellent Drink, and the ſame Propor- 
tion in every other Convenience of Life. 
But in order to feed the Luxury and In- 
temperance of the Males, and the Vani- 
ty of the Females, we ſent away the 
greateft Part of our neceſſary Things to 
other Countries, from whence in return 
We brought the Materials of Diſeaſes, 
Folly, and Vice, to ſpend among our- 
ſelves. Hence it follows of N eceflity, 
that vaſt Numbers of our. People are 
compelled to ſeek their Livelihood by 
Begging, Robbing, Stealing, Cheating, 


Pimping, Forſwearing, Flattering, Su- 


borning, Forging, Gaming, Lying, 
Fawning, Hector ing, Voting, Scribling, 


Stargazing, Poyſoning, Whoring, Cant- 


G 2 ing, 
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ing, Libelling, Free: thinking, and the 
like Occupations: Every one of which 


Terms, I was at much Pains to make 
him underſtand, 


TA Wine was not imported a- 
mong us from foreign Countries, to ſup- 
ply the want of Water or other Drinks, 
but becauſe it was a fort of Liquid 
which made us merry, by putting us 
out of our Senſes; diverted all melan- 
choly Thoughts, begat wild extrava- 


giant Imaginations in the Brain, raiſed 


our Hopes, and baniſhed our Fears, ſu- 
ſpended every Office of Reaſon for a 
Time, and deprived us of the Uſe of 
our Limbs, till we fell into a profound 
Sleep; although it muſt be confeſſed, 
that we always awaked ſick and dif 
pirited, and that the Uſe of this Li- 
quor filled us with Diſeaſes, which made 
our Lives uncomfortable and ſhort. 


B UT beſide all this, the Bulk of our 
People ſupported rapid by furniſh- 
-ing 
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ng the Neceſſities and Conveniencies of 
Life to the Rich, and to each other. 
For Inſtance, when I am at home and 
dreſſed as I ought to be, I carry on my 
Body the Workmanſhip of an Hundred 
Tradeſmen ; the Building and Furni- 
ture of my Houle employ as many more 
and five times the Number to n 
my Wife. 


I wAs going on to tell hini of ano- 
ther ſort of People, who get their Liveli- 
hood by attending the Sick, having up- 
on ſome Occaſions informed his Honour 
that many of my Crew had died of Diſ- 
eaſes. But here it was with the utmoſt. 
Difficulty, that I brought him to appre- 
hend what I meant. He could, eaſil7 
conceive, that a Hauyhnbum grew weak 
and heavy a few Days before his Death, 
or by ſome Accident might hurt a 
Limb. But that Nature, who works all 
Things to Perfection, ſhould ſuffer any 
Pains to breed in our Bodies, he thought 


it impoſſible, and deſired to know the 
G 3 reaſon 
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Reaſon of ſo unaccountable an Evil. 1 
told him, we fed on a thouſand Things 
which operated the one contrary to 
each other; that we eat when we were 
not hungry, and drank without the Pro- 
vocation of Thirſt ; That we fate whole 
Nights drinking ſtrong Liquors without 
eating a Bit, which diſpoſed us to Sloth, 
enflamed our Bodies, and precipitated 
or prevented Digeſtion. That proſti- 
tute Female Taboos acquired a certain 
Malady, which bred Rottenneſs in the 
Bones of thoſe, Who fell into their Em- 
braces; That tliis and many other Diſ- 
eaſes, were propagated from Father to 
Son, ſo that great Numbers come into 
the World with complicated Maladies 
upon them; that it would be endleſs to 
give him a Catalogue of all Diſeaſes in- 
eident to human Bodies; for they could 
not be fewer than five or fix hun- 
dred, ſpread over every Limb, and 
Joynt; in ſhort, every Part, external 
and inteſtine, having Diſeaſes appropria- 
ted to them. To remedy which, there 
| | 5 Was 
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Was a Sort of People bred up among 
us, in the Profeſſion or Pretence of cu- 
ring the Sick. And becauſe I had ſome 
Skill in the Faculty, I would in.Grati- 
tude to his Honour, let him knaw the 


whole Myſtery and Method by which 
they proceed. 


Taz IR Fundamental is, That all 
Diſeaſes ariſe fram Repletion, from 
whence they conelude, that a great 
Evacuation of the Body is neceſſary, 
either through the natural Paſſage, or 
upwards at the Mouth. Their next 
Buſineſs is, from Herbs, Minerals, 
Gums, 'Oyls, Shells, Salts, Juices, Sea- 
weed, Excrements, Barks of Trees, 
Serpents, Toads, Frogs, Spiders, dead 
Mens Fleſh and Bones, Beaſts and Fiſh- 
es, to form a Compoſition for Smell and 
Taſte the moſt abominable, nauſeous 
and deteſtable, they can poſſibly con- 
trive, which the Stomach immediate- 
ly rejects with loathing; and this they 
call a Vomit; or elſe from the ſame 

| G 4 Store- 
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_  Store-houſe, with ſome other poyſonous 


Additions, they command us to take in 

at the Orifice above or below, ( juſt as 
the Phyſician then happens to be diſ- 
poſed) a Medicine equally annoying 
and diſguſtful to the Bowels, which re- 
laxing the Belly, drives down all before 
it, and this they call a Purge, or a Ghſter. 
For' Nature (as the Phyſicians alledge) 
having intended the ſuperior anterior 


Orifice only for the intromiſſion of So- 
lids and Liquids, and the inferior for 
Ejection, theſe Artiſts ingeniouſly con- 
ſidering that in all Diſeaſes Nature is 
forced out of her Seat; therefore to re- 
place her in it, the Body muſt be treat- 
ed in a manner directly contrary, by 
interchanging the Uſe of each Orifice, 

- forcing Solids and Liquids in at the 


Anus, and making enen at the 
Mouth. 


Bu r, . real Diſeaſes, we are 
ſubje& to many that are only imagina- 


ry; for which 55 Tale have in- 


vented 
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vented imaginary Cures; theſe have 


their ſeveral Names, and fo have the 


Drugs that are proper for them, and 
with theſe our Female J. nous are ab. 
Ne infeſted. 


Ox great Excellency in this Tribe 
is their Skill at Prognoſticks, wherein 
they ſeldom fail; their Predictions in 
real Diſeaſes, when they riſe to any De- 


gree of Malignity, generally portending 
Death, which is always in their Power, 


when Recovery is not: And therefore, 


upon any unexpected Signs of Amend- 
ment, after they have pronounced their 
Sentence, rather than be accuſed as falfe 


Prophets, they know how to approve 


their Sagacity to the World by a ſea- 


ſonable Doſe. 


TRE y are likewiſe of ſpecial Uſe to 
Husbands and Wives, who are grown 
weary of their Mates, to eldeſt Sons, 
to great Miniſters of State, and often 

to Princes. 
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K HAD 8 upon PR dif. 
courſed. with my Maſter upon the Na- 
ture of Government in general, and par- 


ticularly of our own excellent Canſtitu- 


tion, deſervedly the Wonder and Envy 
of the whole World. But having here 
accidentally mentioned a Miniſter of 
State; he commanded me ſome time 
after to inform him, what Species of 
| Yahoo I particularly meant by that 
e 


11. 1 o 8 FOE our ths. 1 
nor or Queen having no. Ambition to 
gratify, no Inclination to ſatisfy of ex- 
tending her Power to the Injury of her 
Neighbours, or the Prejudice of her 
own Subjects, was therefore. ſo far from 
needing a corrupt Miniftry to carryon 
or cover. any ſiniſter Deſigns, that-She 
not only directs her own Actions to 
the Good of her People, conducts them 
by the Direction, and reſtrains them 
within the Limitation of the Laws of 

her 
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ber own Country ; but ſubmits the Be- 
haviour and AQts of thoſe She intrufts 
with the Adminiſtration of Her Affairs 
to the Examination of Her great Coun- 
cil, and ſubjects them to the Penalties 
of the Law; and therefore never puts 
any ſuch Confidence in any of her Sub- 
jects as to entruſt them with the whole 
and entire Adminiſtration of her Af. 
fairs: But 1 added, that in ſome for- 
mer Reigns here, and in many other 
Courts of Europe now, where Princes 
grew indolent and carelefs of their own 
Affairs through a conſtant Love and 
Purſuit of Pleaſure, they made uſe of 
ſuch an Adminiſtrator, as I had men- 
tioned, under the Title 'of firſt or thief 
Monilter of State, the Deſcription of 
which, as far as it may be collected 
not only from their Actions, but from 
the Letters, Memoirs, and Writings 
pübliſhed by themſelves, the Truth of 
which has not yet been diſputed, may 
be allowed to be as follows: That he 
is a Perſon wholly exempt ſrom 1 
l 4 4 7 
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and Grief, Love and Hatred, Pity and 
Anger; at leaſt makes uſe of no other 
Paſſions but a violent Deſire of Wealth, 
Power, and Titles; That he applies his 
Words to all Uſes, except to the Indi- 
cation of his Mind; That he never tells 
2 Truth, but with an Intent that you 
Mould 8 it for a Lye; nor a Lye, but 
with a Deſign that you ſhould take it 
for a Truth; That | thoſe he ſpeaks 
worſt of behind their Backs, are in the 
ſureſt Way to Preferment; and when- 
ever he begins to praiſe you to others or 
to yourſelf, you are from that Day for- 
Jorn. The worſt Mark you can receive 
is a Promiſe, eſpecially when it is con- 
firmed with an Oath; after which eve- 
ry wiſe Man retires, and Sies over all 
Hopes. i 


| "Tarr are three Methods by which 
.a Man may riſe to be chief Miniſter : 
The firſt is, by knowing how with Pru- 
dence to diſpoſe of a Wiſe, a Daughter, 
oe: a Siſter : The ſecond, by betraying or 


undermining 
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undermining his Predeceſſor: And the 
third is, by a furious Tęal in publick Aſ- 
ſemblies againſt the Corr uptions of the 
Court. But a Wiſe Prince would ra- 
ther chooſe to employ thoſe who prac- 
tice the laſt of theſe Methods; becauſe 
ſuch Zealots prove always the moſt 
obſequious and ſubſervient to the Will 
and Paſſions of their Maſter. That 
theſe Miniſters having all Employments 
at their Diſpoſal, preſerve themſelves 
in Power by bribing the Majority of a 
a Senate or great Council; and at laſt 
by an AF of Indemnity (whereof I de- 
{ſcribed the Nature to him) they ſecured 
themſelves from after Reckonings, and 
retired from the Publick, laden with 
the > Spoils of the Nation. 


TAI 8 of a Chief Miviſter, is 
a Seminary to breed up others in his 
own Trade : The Pages, Lacquies, and 
Porter, by imitating their Maſter, be- 
come Ie e of State in their ow 
ral Diſtricts, and learn to excel in the 


three 
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three principal Ingredients, of 2 
Tence, Lying, and Bribery. Accord- 
ingly, they have a Subaltern Court paid 
to them by Perſons of the beſt Rank, 


and ſometimes by the Force of Dexte- 


rity and Impudence, arrive through 
ſeveral Gradations to be Succeſſors to 


their Lord. 


1 E is uſually ING by. a de- 
cayed Wench or favourite. Footman, 
who are the Tunnels through which 
all Graces are conveyed, and may pro- 
perly be called, in the laſt Reſort, the 
Governors of the Kingdom. 


Ox R Day in Diſcourſe my Maſter, 
having heard me mention the Nobility 
of my Country, was pleaſed to make 
me a Compliment which I could not 
pretend to deſerve : That he was fure, 
1 muſt have been born of ſome Noble 


Family, becauſe I far exceeded in 


Tune, Colour, and Cleanlineſs, all the 
Taboo 
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Tahovs of his Nation, although I ſeem- 
ed to fail in Strength, and Agility, which 
muſt be imputed to my different Way 
of Living from thoſe other Brutes, and 
beſides, I was not only endowed with 
the Faculty of Speech, but likewiſe 
with ſome Rudiments of Reaſon, to a 


Degree, that with all his Acquaintance 


1 paſſed for a Prodigy. 


HE made me obſerve, that among 
the Houyhnhams, the White, the Sor- 
rel, and the Iron. grey, were not ſo ex- 
aQtly ſhaped as the Bay, the Dapple- 
grey, and the Black; nor born with 


equal Talents of the Mind, or a Capa- 


city to improve them; and therefore 
continued always in the Condition of 
Servants, without ever afpiring to match 
out of their own Race, which in that 


Country would be reckoned monſtrous 
and unnatural. 


I »4De his Honour my moſt hum 
ble Acknowledgements for the good 
Opinion 
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Opinion he was pleaſed to conceive of 
me; but aſſured him at the ſame time, 
that my Birth was of the lower Sort, 
having been born of plain honeſt Pa- 
rents, who were juſt able to give me 
a tolerable Education: That Nobility 
among us was altogether a different 
Thing from the Idea he had of it; 
That our Young MNoblemen are bred 
from their Childhood in Idleneſs and 
Luxury; that as ſoon as Years will per- 
g mit, they conſume their Vigor, and 
contract odions Diſeaſes among lewd 
Females; and when their Fortunes are 
almoſt ruined, they marry ſome Wo- 
man of mean Birth, diſagteeable Per- 
ſon, and unſound Conſtitution, merely 
for the Sake of Money, whom they 
hate and deſpiſe. That the Productions 
of ſuch Marriages are generally ſcro- 
phulous, ricketty, or deformed Chil- 
dren, by which means the Family ſel- 
dom continues above Three Ge- 
nerations, unleſs the Wife takes care 
to provide a healthy Father among 
her | 


her Neighbours, or Acquaintance, in 
order to improve and continue the 
Breed. That a weak diſeaſed Body, a 
meager Countenance, and fallow Com- 
plexion, are no uncommon Marks of 
a Great Man; and a healthy robuſt 
Appearance is ſo far diſgraceful in a 
Man of Quality, that the World is apt 
to conclude his real Father to have 
been one of the Inferiors of the Fami- 
ly, eſpecially when it is ſeen that the 
Imperfections of his Mind run parallel 
with thoſe of his Body and are little 


elſe than a Compoſition of Spleen, Dul- 


neſs, Ignorance, Caprice, Senſuality, 
and Pride. ; 
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The Author's great Love of his Native 
Country. His Maſter s Obſervations up- 
on the Conſtitution and Adminiſtration 
of England, as deſcribed by the Au- 
thor, with parallel Caſes and Com- 
pariſons. His Maſter's eral 
upon Human Nature. 


HE Reader may be diſpoſed to 

wonder how I could prevail on 
myſelf to give ſo free a Repreſentati- 
on of my own Species, among a Race 
of Mortals who were already too apt to 
conceive the vileſt Opinion of Human 
Kind from that entire Congruity be- 
twixt me and their Tahoos. But I muſt 
freely __ that the many Virtues of 


_ thoſe 
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thoſe excellent Quadrupeds placed in 
oppoſite View to human Corruptions, 
had ſo far opened my Eyes and enligh- 
tened my Underſtanding, that I began 
to view the Actions and Paſſions of 
Man in a very different Light, and to 
think the Honour of my own Kind not 
worth managing; which, beſides, it 
was impoſſible for me to do before a 
Perſon of ſo acute a Judgment as my 
Maſter, who daily convinced me of a 
thouſand Faults in myſelf, whereof I 
had not the leaſt Perception before, and 
which among us would never be num- 
bered even among human Infirmities, 
I had likewiſe learned from his Example 
an utter Deteſtation of all Falſehood 
or Diſguiſe ; and Truth appeared fo ami- 
able to me, that I determined upon ſa- 
crificing every thing to it. 


LET me deal fo candidly with the 
Reader, as to confeſs, that there was 
yet a much ſtronger Motive for the 
Freedom I took in my Repreſentation 

H 2 of 
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of Things. I had not been a Vear in 
this Country, before I contracted fuch 
a Love and Veneration for the Inhabi- 
tants, that I entered on a firm Reſolu- 
tion never to return to human Kind, 
but to paſs the reſt of my Life among 
theſe admirable Houyhuhums in the Con- 
templation and Practice of every Vir. 
tue; where I could have no Example 


or Incitement to Vice. But it was de- 


creed by Fortune, my perpetual Enemy, 
that fo great a Felicity ſhould not fall 
to my ſhare. However, it is now ſome 
Comfort to reflect, that in what I ſaid 
of my Countrymen, I extenuated their 
Faults as much as I durſt before fo 
ſtrict an Examiner, and upon every Ar- 
ticle, gave as favouralle a Turn as the 
Matter would bear. For, indeed, who 
is there alive that will not be {wayed by 
his Byaſs and Partiality to the Place of 
his Birth? 


I HAVE related the Subſtance of ſe- 
veral Converſations I had with my Ma- 
| ter, 


* 
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ſter, during the greateſt part of the 
Time I had the Honour to be in his Ser- 
vice, but have indeed for Brevity ſake 
omitted much more than is here ſet 
down. | | 


WHrsBN I had anſwered all his Que- 
ſtions, and his Curioſity ſeemed to be 
fully ſatisfied ; he ſent for me one Morn- 
ing early, and commanding me to fit 
down at ſome diſtance, ( an Honour 
which he had never before conferred. 
upon me) he faid, He had been very 
ſeriouſly conſidering my whole Story, 
as far as it related both to myſelf and 
my Country : That he looked upon us 
as a ſort of Animals to whoſe Share, by 
what Accident he could not conjecture, 
ſome ſmall Pittance of Reaſon had fal- 
len, whereof we made no other Uſe 
than by its Aſſiſtance to aggravate our 
natural Corruptions, and to acquire 
new ones which Nature had not given 
us. That we difarmed ourſelves of the 
tew Abilities ſhe had beſtowed, had 

H 3 bee:. 
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been very ſucceſsful in multiplying our 
original Wants, and ſeemed to ſpend 
our whole Lives in vain Endeavours to 
ſupply them by our own Inventions. 

That as to myſelf, it was manifeſt I 
had neither the Strength or Agility of a 
common Iahoo, that T walked infirmly on 
my hinder Feet, had found out a Con- 
trivance-to make my Claws of no Uſe or 
Defence, and to remove the Hair from 
my Chin, which was intended as a ſhel- 

ter from the Sun and the Weather. Laſt- 

ly, That I could neither run with Speed, 
nor climb Trees like my Brethren (as 
he called mne che Tahoos in this Coun- 
1 wk 


T1 HAT our: Inſtitutions of Govers- 
ment and Law were plainly owing to 
our groſs DefeQs in Reaſon, and by con- 
lequence, in Vertue; becauſe Reaſon a- 
lone is ſufficient to govern a Ration] 
Creature ; which was therefore a Cha- 
racer we had no Pretence to challenge, 
even from. the Account I had given of 

my 
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my own People, although he manifeſtly 
perceived, that in order to favour them, 
I had concealed many Particulars, and 
often ſaid the Thing which was not. 


H E was the more cotifibitited in this 
Opinion, becauſe he obſerved, that as I 
agreed in every Feature of my Body 
with other Tahoos, except where it was 
to my real Diſadvantage in point of 
Strength, Speed and Activity, the ſhort. 
nels of my Claws, and ſome other Par- 
ticulars where Nature had no Part; fo 
from the Repreſentation I had given 5 
him of our Lives, our Manners, and our 
Actions, he found as near a Reſemblance 
in the Diſpoſition of our Minds. He ſaid 
the Tahoos were known to hate one ano- 
ther more than they did any different 
Species of Animals; and the Reaſon u- 
ſually aſſigned, was, the Odiouſneſs of 
their own Shapes, which all could fee 
in the reſt, but not in themſelves. He 
had therefore begun to think it not un- 
wile in us to cover our Bodies, and by 

H 4 that 
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that Invention, conceal many of our 
own Deformities from each other, which 
would elſe be hardly ſupportable. But, 
he now found he had been miſtaken, 
and that the Diſſentions of thoſe Brutes 
in his Country were owing to the 
ſame Cauſe with ours, as I had deſcri- 
bed them. For, if (faid he) you throw 
among Five Tahoos as much Food as 
would be ſufficient for Fifty, they will, 
inſtead of cating peaceably, fall together 
by the Ears, each ſingle one impatient 
to have all to itſelf; and therefore a 
Servant was uſually employed to ſtand 
by while they were feeding abroad, 
and thoſe kept at home were tied at a 
Diſtance from each other; that if a 
Cow died of Age or Accident, before 
a Houyþaham could ſecure it for his 
own Tahoos, thoſe in the Neighbour- 
hood would come in Herds to ſeize 
it, and then would enſue ſuch a Battle 
as I had deſcribed, with terrible Wounds 
made by their Claws on both Sides, 
although they ſeldom were able to kill 
F$-3:1 | ON e 
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one another, for want of ſuch conve- 


nient Inſtruments of Death as we had 


invented. At other times the like Bat- 


tles have been fought between the Ta- 
hoos of ſeveral Neighbourhoods with 


out any viſible Cauſe: Thoſe of one 


Diſtrict watching all Opportunities to. 


ſurprize the next before they are pre- 
pared. But if they find their Proje& 
hath miſcarried, they return home, and 


for want of Enemies, engage in what I 


call a Civil War among themſelves, 


| Tu AT in ſome Fields of his Coun- 
try, there are certain ſhining Stones of 
ſerveral Colours, whereof the Tahoos are 
violently fond, and when Part of theſe 
Stones is fxg | in the Earth, as it ſome- 
times happeneth, they will dig with 
their Claws for whole Days to get 
them out, then carry them away, and 
hide them by Heaps in their Kennels ; 
but {till looking round with great Cau- 
tion, for fear their Comrades ſhould 
find out their T reaſure. My Maſter 
laid, 
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ſaid, he could never diſcover the Rea- 
ſon of this unnatural Appetite, or how 
theſe Stones could be of any Vie to a 
Tahoo; but now he believed it might 
proceed from the ſame Principle of A- 
varice, which I had aſcribed to Man- 
kind; that he had once, by way of Ex- 
piriment. privately removed a Heap of 
theſe Stones from the Place where one 
of his Tahoos had buried it: Whereup- 
on, the ſordid Animal miſſing his Trea- 
ſure, by his loud lamenting brought the 
whole Herd to the Place, there miſe. 
rably howled, then fell to biting and 
tearing the reſt, began to pine away, 
would neither eat, nor ſleep, nor work, 
till he ordered a Servant privately to 
convey the Stones into the ſame Hole, 
and hide them as before; which when 
his Tahoo had found, he preſently re- 
covered his Spirits and good Humour, 
but took care to remove them to a 
better hiding-place, and hath ever ſince 
been a very ſerviceable Brute. 


I 
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Mx Maſter farther aſſured me, which 
I alſo obſerved myſelf, That in the 
Fields where theſe ſhining Stones a- 
bound, the fierceſt and moſt frequent 
Battles are fought, occaſioned by per- 


petual Inroads of the N cighbouring 
Tahoos. 


HE faid, it was common when two 
Yahoos diſcovered ſuch a Stone in a 
Field, and were contending which of 
them ſhould be the Proprietor, a third 
would take the Advantage, and carry 
it away from them both; which my 
| Maſter would needs coltcnd to have 
ſome kind of Reſemblance with our 
Suits at Law; wherein I thought it 
for our Credit not to undeceive him; 
ſince the Deciſion he mentioned was 
much more equitable than many Decrces 
among. us: . Becauſe the Plaintiff and 
Defendant there loſt nothing beſide rhe 
Stone they contended for, whereas Our 
Courts * Equity, would ſeldom have 


diſmiſſed 
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diſmiſſed the Cauſe while either of 
them had any thing left. | 


Mx Maſter continuing his Diſcourſe, 

faid, There was nothing that rendered 
the Taboos more odious, than their un. 
diſtinguiſhing Appetite to devour eve- 
ry Thing that came in their way, 
whether Herbs, Roots, Berries, the cor- 
rupted Fleſh of Animals, or all min- 
gled together: And it was peculiar in 
their Temper, that they were fonder 
of what they could get by Rapine or 
Stealth at a greater diſtance, than much 
better Food provided for them at home. 
If their Prey held out, they would eat 
till they were ready to burſt, after 
which Nature had pointed out to them 
a certain Root that gave them a gene- 
ral Evacuation. 


Turns was alſo another kind of 
Root very juicy, but ſomewhat rare and 
difficult to be found, which the Taboos 
fought tor with much Eagerneſs, and 
| would 
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would ſuck it with great Delight; and 


it produced the ſame Effects that Wine 
hath upon us. It would make them 
ſometimes hug, and ſometimes tear one 
another, they would howl and grin, and 
chatter, and tumble, and then fall a. 


{leep in the Dirt. 


L v1iD indeed obſerve, that the Ya- 
hoos were the only Animals in this 
Country ſubje& to any Diſeaſes; which 
however, were much fewer than Horſes 
have among us, and contracted not by 
any ill Treatment they meet with, but- 
by the Naſtineſs, and Greedineſs of that 
ſordid Brute. N either has their Lan- 
guage any more than a general Appel- 
lation for thoſe Maladies, which is bor. 
rowed from the Name of the Beaſt, and 
called Hnea-Tahoo or the Tahoo's-Evil, 
and the Cure preſcribed is a Mixture 
of their own Dung and Urane torcibly 
put down the Tahgo's Throat. This I 
have ſince often taken myſelf, and do 
freely recommend it to my Country- 
FEI | men 
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men, for the publick Good, as an ad- 


mirable Specifick againſt all Diſeaſes 
produced by Repletion. 


[| As to Learning, Government, Arts, 
Manufactures, and the like, my Maſter 
confefled he could find little or. no Re- 
ſemblance between the Tahoos of that 
Country and thoſe in ours. For, he 
only meant to obſerve what Parity 
there was in our Natures. He had 
heard indeed ſome curious Houyhnhumæ 
obſerve, that in moſt Herds there was 
a fort of ruling Tahoo, (as among us 
there is generally ſome leading or prin- 
cipal Stag in a Park) who was always 
more deformed in Body, and miſchievons 
in Diſpoſition, than any of the reſt. That 
this Leader had uſually a Favourite as 
like himſelf as he could get, whoſe Em- 
ployment was to lick his Maſter's Feet and 
Poſteriors, and drive the Female Yahoos 
to bis Kennel; for which he was now 
and then rewarded with a piece of Aſs's 
Fiel. This Favorite is hated by the 

whole 
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whole Herd, and therefore to protect 
himſelf, keeps always zear the Perſon 
of his Leader. He uſually. continues 
in Office till a worſe can be found; but 
the very Moment he is diſcarded, his 
Succeſſor, at the Head of all the Taboos 
in that Diſtrict, Young and Old, Male 
and Female, come in a Body, and diſ- 
charge their Excrements upon him from 
Head to Foot. But how far this might 
be applicable to our Courts and Favou- 
rites, and Miniſters of State, my Ma- 
ſter faid I could beſt determine. 


I punks make no return to this 
malicious Inſinuation, which debaſed hu- 
man Underſtanding below the Sagacity 
of a common Hound, who has Judgment 
enough to diſtinguiſh and follow the 


Cry of the ableſt Dog in the Pack, with- 
out "_ ever miſtaken. 


M x Maſter told me, there were 
ſome Qualities remarkable in the Ta- 
hoes, which he had not obſerved me to 

mention, 
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mention, or at leaſt very ſlightly, ia 
the Accounts I had given him of hu- 
man Kind; he ſaid, Thoſe Animals, like 
other Brutes, had their Females in com- 
mon; but in this they differed, that the 
She- Tahoe would admit the Male, while 
ſhe was pregnant, and that the Hees 
would quarrel and fight with Females 
as fiercely as with each other. Both 
which Practices were ſuch Degrees of 
Brutality, that no other ſenſitive Crea- 
ture ever arrived at. 


ANOTHER thing he wondred at 
in the Tahoos, was their ſtrange Diſpo- 
ſition to Naſtineſs and Dirt, whereas 
there appears to be a natural Love of 
Cleanlineſs in all other Animals. As 
to the two former Accuſations, I was 
glad to let them paſs without any Re- 
ply, becauſe I had not a Word to of- 
fer upon them in Defence of my Spe- 
cies, which otherwiſe I certainly had 
done from my own Inclinations. But 
1 could have eaſily vindicated Human 
Kind 
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Kind from the Imputation of Singula- 
rity upon the Article, if there had been 
any Stine in that Country, (as un- 
luckily for me there were not) which 
although it may be a ſweeter Quadru- 
fed than a Tahoo, cannot I humbly 
conceive in Juſtice pretend to more 
Cleanlineſs; and ſo his Honour himſelf 
muſt have owned, if he had ſeen their 
filthy way of feeding, and their Cuſtom 
of wallowing and ſleeping in the 
Mud. - Dm | 


Mx Maſter likewiſe mentioned an- 
other Quality which his Servants had 
diſcovered in ſeveral Tahoos, and to him 
was wholly unaccountable. He ſaid, a 
Fancy would ſometimes take a Taboo, to 
retire into a Corner, to lie down and 
hol, and groan, and ſpurn away all 

that came near him, although he were 
young and fat, wanted neither Food 
nor Water; nor could the Servants 
imagine what could poſſibly ail him. 
And the only Remedy they found was 

PART IV. 1 to 
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to ſet him to hard Work, after which 
he would infallibly -come to himfelf. 
Jo this I was ſilent out of Partiality 
to my own Kind; yet here T could 
- diſcoyer the true Seda of Spleen, which 
only ſeizeth on the Lazy, the Laxz- 
ious, and the Rich; who, if they were 


forced to undergo the ſame Regimen 


* would undertake for the Cures , 


Uni 18 Wbt had farther eren, 
that a Female-Tahov would often: ftand 
behind a Bank or a Buſh, to gaze on 
the young Males paſſing by, and then 
appear, and hide, uſing many antick 
Geſtures and Grimaces, at which time 
it was obſerved, that the had a moſt 
offenſive Smell; and when any of the 
Males advanced, would flowly retire, 
looking "often back, and with a coun- 
terfeit ſhew of Fear, run off into ſome 
convenient Place where ſhe knew the 
Male would follow her. 


Ar 
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| Ar other tunes if a Female Strat 
ger came among tliem, Three or Four 


} 21 


of her own Sex would get about her, 


and ſtare and chatter, and grin, and | 
ſmell her all over, and then turn off 
with Geſtures that ſeemed to expreſs 


Contempt and Diſdain. 


Pexnaes my Maſter might refine 
a little in theſe Speculations, which he 
had drawa from what he obſerved him- 


ſelf, or had been told him by others: 


however, I could not reflect without 
ſome Amazement, and much Sorrow, 
that the _Rudirments of Leudneſs, Co- 
quetry, Cenſure, and Scandal, ſhould 
have place by Instinct in Woman- 
kind. 2 y 


I exyetcTED every Moment that 
my Maſter would accuſe the Tahoos 


of thoſe unnatural Appetites in both 
Sexes, ſo common among us. But 
Nature it ſeems hath not been fo ex- 
LA. I 2 pert 


. 
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pert a School - miſtreſs; and theſe po- 
liter Pleaſures are entirely the Produc- 
tlons of Art and d on our ſide 
of the Globe. 1 6 


CHAP. 
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The Author relates ſeveral Particulars 
of the Yahoos. The great Virtues of 
the Houyhnhams. The Education 
and Exerciſe of their Th outh. Their 
general Aſſembly. | 


S I ought to have underſtood 
Human Nature much better. 
than I ſuppoſed it poſſible for my 
Maſter to do, ſo it was eaſy to ap- 
ply the Character he gave of the Ja- 
hoos to myſelf and my Countrymen, 
and J believed I could yet make far- 
ther Diſcoveries from my own Ob- 
ſervation. I therefore often begged 
his Favour to let me go among the 
Herds of Tahoos in the Neighbour- 
hood, to which he always very gra- 

1 clouſly 
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ciouſly conſented, being perſectly con- 
vinced that the Hatred I bore thoſe 
Bruges: would never ſuffer nie to be 
corrupted by them; and his Honour 
ordered one of his Servants, a ſtrong 
Sorrel Nag, very honeſt and good-na- 
tured, to be my Guard, without whoſe 
Protection I durſt not undertake ſuch 
Adventures. For I have already told 
the Reader how much I was peſtered 
by thoſe. odious Animals upon my firſt 
Arrival. And I afterwards failed ve- 
ry narrowly three or four times of fal- 
ling into their Clutches, when I hap. 
pened to ſtray at any Diſtance without 
my Hanger, And I have reaſon to be- 
lieve they had ſome Imagination that I 
was of their on Species, which I of- 
ten aſſiſted myſelf; by tripping up my 
Sleeves, and ſhewing my naked Arms and 
Breaſt in their fight, when my Protector 
was with me. At which times they 
would approach as near as they durſt, 
and imitate my Actions aſter the man- 
ner of Monkeys, but ever with great 
ſigns 


the Houyhnhnms. 119 


ſigns of Hatred, as a tame Jacł- Dau 
with Cap and Stockings, is always perſe- 
cuted by the wild ones, when he A 
" to be Wy! my them. 1}. 


„Eu Y are orodipioeſly nimble from 
their Infancy ;/ however, I once caught 
a young Male of three Years old, and 
endeavoured by all Marks of Tender- 
neſs to make it quiet; but the little 
Imp fell a ſquall ing, and ſcratching, and 
biting with fuch Violence, that I was 
forced to let it go, and it was high 
time, for a whole Troop of old ones 
came about us at the Noiſe, but find- 
ing the Cub was ſafe, (for away it ran) 
and my Sorrel Nag being by, they durſt 
not venture near us. I obſerved the young 
AnimaPs Fleſh to ſmell very rank; and the 
ſtink was ſomewhat between a Weaſel 
and a Fox, but much more diſagreeable. 
I forgot another Circumſtance (and per- 
| haps I might have the Reader's Par- 
don, if it were wholly omitted) that 
while I held the odious Vermin in my 

14 Hands, 
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Hands, it voided its filthy Excrements 
of a Yellow liquid Subſtance, all over 
my Cloaths ; but by good Fortune there 
was a ſmall Brook hard by, where I 
waſhed myſelf as clean as I could, al- 
though I durſt not come into my Ma- 
ſter's Preſence, until I were ſufficient- 


ly aired, , 


By what I could diſcover, the Tahoos 
appear to be the moſt unteachable of 
all Animals, their Capacities never reach- 
ing higher than to draw or carry Bur- 
_  thens. Yet I am of opinion this De- 
fect ariſeth chiefly from a perverſe, re- 
ſtive Diſpoſition. - For they are cun- 
ning, malicious, treacherous and revenge- 
ful. They are ſtrong and hardy, but 
of a cowardly Spirit, and by conſe- 
quence, inſolent, abject, and cruel. It 
is obſerved, that the Red-haired of 
both Sexes are more libidinous and 
miſchievous than the reſt, whom yet 
they much exceed in Strength and Acti- 
Vity. 


TAE 
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TE Houybnhums keep the Tahoos 
for preſent uſe in Huts not far from the 
Houſe ; but. the reſt are ſent abroad to 
certain Fields, where they dig up Roots, 
eat ſeveral kinds of Herbs, and ſcratch 
about for Carrion, or ſometimes catch 
Weaſels and Lubimubs (a ſort of wild 
Rat) which they greedily devour. Na- 
ture hath taught them to dig deep Holes 
with their Nails on the ſide of a riſing 
Ground, wherein they lie by themſelves, 
only the - Kennels of the Females are 


larger, ſufficient to hold two or three 
Cubs. 


TE ſwim from their Infancy like 
Frogs, and are able ro continue long 
under Water, where they often take 
Fiſh, which the Females carry home 
to their Young. And upon this Occa- 
ſion, I hope the Reader will pardon my 
relating an odd Adventure. 


122 AV „ % 


Bei Ne one Day abroad with my 
P rotector the Sorrel Nag, and the Wea- 
ther exceeding hot, I entreated him to 
let me bathe in a River that Was near. 
He conſented, and I immediately ſtrip- 
ped myſelf ſtark naked, and went down 
foftly into the Stream. It happened 
that a young Female Taboo ſtanding be- 
| hind a Bank, ſaw the whole proceeding, 
and enflamed by Deſire, as the Nag 
and I conjectured, came running with 
all ſpeed, and leaped into the Water 
within five Yards of the Place where I 
bathed. I was never in my Life fo 
terribly frighted ; the Nag was grazing 
at ſome diſtance, not ſuſpecting any 
Harm. She embraced me after a moſt 
fulſome manner; I roared as loud as 
1 could, and the Nag came galloping 
towards me, whereupon ſhe quitted her 
Graſp, with the utmoſt Reluctancy, and 
leaped upon the oppolite Bank, where 
ſhe ſtood gazing and howling all the 
time I was putting on my Cloaths. 

TOs: 
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- T x1$s was matter of Divetſion to 
my Maſter and his Family, as well 
as of Mortification to myſelf. For 
now I could no longer deny, that 1 
was a real Iahos, in every Limb and 
Feature, ſince the Females had à na- 
tural Propenſity to me as one of their 
own Species: Neither was the Hait 
of this Brute of a Red Colour, (which 
might have been ſome Excuſe for an 
Appetite a little irregular) but Black 
as a Sloe, and her Countenance did 
not make an Appearance altogether ſo 
hideous as the reſt of the Kind; For, 
I think, ſhe could not be above eleven 
Years old. 


HAIN lived three Years in this 
Country, the Reader I ſuppoſe will ex- 
pect, that I ſhould, like other Travel- 
lers, give him ſome Account of the 
Manners and Cuſtoms of its Inhabi- 
tants, which it was indeed my prin- 
cipal Study to learn. 

As 
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A s theſe Noble Houyhnbums are en- 
dowed by Nature with a general Diſ- 
poſition to all Virtues, and have no 
Conceptions or Ideas of what is Evil 
in a Rational Creature, ſo their grand 
Maxim is, to cultivate Reaſon, and to 
be wholly governed by it. Neither is 
Reaſon among them a Point Proble- 
matical as with us, where Men can ar- 
gue with Plauſibility on both ſides of 
a Queſtion ; but ftrikes you with im- 
mediate Conviction ; as it muſt needs 
do where it is not mingled, obſcured 
or diſcoloured by Paſſion and Intereſt 
I remember it was with extreme Dif- 
ficulty that I could bring my Maſter 
to underſtand the meaning of the Word 
Opinion, or how a Point could be diſ- 
putable; becauſe Reaſon taught us to 
affirm or deny only where we are cer- 
tain; and beyond our Knowledge we 
cannot do either. So that Controver- 
ſies, Wranglings, Diſputes, and Poſi- 
tiveneſs in falſe or dubious Propoſitions 

are 
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are Evils unknown among the Hoxy- 
hahams. In the like manner when I uſed 
to explain to him our ſeveral Syſtems 
of Natural Philoſophy, he would laugh 
that a Creature pretending to Reaſon, 
ſhould value itſelf upon the Knowledge 
of other Peoples ConjeQures, and in 
Things, where that Knowledge, if it 
were certain, could be of no Uſe. 
Wherein he agreed entirely with the 
Sentiments of Socrates, as Plato deli- 
vers them; which I mention as the 
higheſt Honour I can do that Prince 
of Philoſophers. I have often fince re- 
flected what DeſtruQtion ſuch a Doc- 
trine would make in the Libraries of 
Europe, and how many Paths to Fame 


would be then ſhut up in the Learned 
World. 7 


FzxiENDSHiy and Bezevolence are 
the two principal Virtues among the 
Houyhahams, and theſe not confined to 
particular Objects, but univerſal to the 
whole Race. For a Stranger from the 

| remoteſt 
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remoteſt Part is equally treated with 


the neareſt Neighbour, and. wherever 
he goes, looks upon himſelf as at home. 
They preſerve Decency and  Civility 

in the higheſt Degrees, but are alto- 
gether ignorant of Ceremony. They 
have no Fondneſs for their Colts or 
Foles, but the Care they take in edu- 
cating them proceeds entirely from 
the Dictates of Reaſon. And I ob- 
ſerved my. Maſter ro ſhew the ſame 
Affection to his Neighbour's Iſſue that 
he had for his own. They will have it 
that Nature teaches them to love the 
whole Species, and it is Reaſon only 
that maketh a Diſtinction of Perſons, 
where there is a ſuperior Degree ot 
Virtue. 


Wu the Matron Houyhahams 
have produced one of each.Sex, they no 
longer accompany with their Conſorts, 
except they loſe one of their Iſſue by 
ſame Caſualty, which very ſeldom. hap- 
pens : But in ſuch a Caſe they mee: 

again 
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again, or when the like Accident befals 
a Perſon, whoſe Wife is paſt bearing, 
ſome other Couple beftow on him one 
of "their on Colts, and then 80 to- 
. again till the Mother is preg- 
nant. This Caution is neceſſary to pre- 
ar the Country from being overbur- 
thened with Numbers. But the Race of 
inferior Houyb»hnms bred up to be Ser- 
vants is not ſo ſtrictly limited upon this 
Article; Theſe are allowed to produce 


three of each Sex, to be Domeſticks 
in the Noble Families 


12 their Wirges et are ed 
careſil ro chooſe ſuch Colours as will 
not make any diſagreeable Mixture in 
the Breed. Strength is chiefly valued 
in the Male, and Comelineſs in the 
Female, not upon the account of Love, 
but to preſerve the Race from degene- 
rating ; for where a Female happens to 
excell in Strength, a Conſort is choſen 
with regard ro Comelize/s. Courtſhip, 
Love, Preſents, Joyntures, Settlements, 

N have 
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| have no place in their Thoughts; or 
Terms whereby to expreſs them in 
their Language. The young Couple 
| meet and are joyned, merely becauſe 
it is the Determination of their Pa- 


rents and Friends: It is what they 


N ſee done every Day, and they look upon 
it as one of the neceſſary Actions of a 


Rational Being. But the Violation of 


Marriage, or any other Unchaſtity, was 


never heard of: And the married Pair 
paſs their Lives with the ſame Friend- 
ſhip, and mutual Benevolence that they 


bear to all others of the ſame Species, 


who come in their way; without Jea- 


louſy, Fondneſs, . or Diſcon- 
tent. 


IX educating che Youth of both "VR 
their Method is admirable, and highly 
deſerves our Imitation. Theſe are not 
ſuffered to taſte a Grain of Oats, ex- 
cept upon certain Days, till Eighteen 
Years old; nor Milk, but very rarely; 
and in Summer they graze two Hours 

in 
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in the Morning, and as long in the 
Evening, which their Parents likewiſe 
obſerve, but the Servants are not al- 
lowed above half that time, and agreat 
Part of their. Graſs is brought home, 
which they eat at the moſt convenient 


Hours, when they can be beſt ſpared 


from Work. 


TEMYERRAN CE, Induſtry, Exerciſ 
and Cleanlineſs, are the Leſſons equally 
enjoyned to the young ones of both 
Sexes: And my Maſter thought it mon- 
ſtrous in us to give the Females a dif- 
ferent kind of Education from the 
Males, except in ſome Articles of Do_ 
meſtick Management ; whereby as he 
truly obſerved, one half of our Natives 
were good for nothing but bringing 
Children into the World: And to truſt 


the Care of our Children to ſuch uſeleſs 


Animals, he ſaid was yet a greater In- 
ſtance of Brutality. 


Dir. K Bur 
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Bur the Houyhubums train up their 
Youth'to Strength, Speed, and Hardi- 
neſs, by | exerciſing them in running 
Races up and down ſteep Hills, and 
over hard and ſtony Grounds, and 
when they are all in a Sweat, they are 
ordered to leap over Head and Ears, 
into a Pond or a Rivet. Four times 
2 Year the Youth of a certain Diſtrict 
meet to ſhew their Proficiency in Run- 
ning, and Leaping, and other Feats of 
Strength and Agility, where the Vic- 
tor is rewarded, with a Song made 
in his or her Praiſe. On this Feſtival 
the Servants drive a Herd of Tahoos 
into the Field, laden with Hay, and 
Oats,” and Milk for a Repaſt to the 
Houybahams ; after which, theſe Brutes 
were immediately driven back again, 
for fear of being noiſome to the Aſ- 
ſembiy. 


Every fourth Year at the Verna] 
Equinox , there is a Repreſentative 
Council 
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Council of the whole Nation, which 
meets in a Plain about twenty Miles 
from our Houſe, and continues about 
five or ſix Days. Here they - enquire; 
into the State and Condition of the 
ſeveral Diſtricts, Whether they abound 
or be deficient in Hay or Oats, or Cows 
or Tahoos? And wherever there is any 
Want (which is but ſeldom) it is im- 
mediately ſupplied by unanimous. Con- 
ſent and Contribution. Here likewiſe 
the Regulation of Children is ſettled : _ 
As for Inſtance, if a Houybaham hath 

two Males, he changeth one of them 
with another that hath two Females: 
And when a Child hath been loſt by any 
Caſualty, where the Mother is paſt 
Breeding, it is determined what Fa. 
mily ſhall breed another to Ply. the. 
Loſs. 


K. 
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2:CH A P. IX. 
A grand Debate at the General Aſem- 
" bly of the Houyhnhams, and how it 
mas determined. The Learning of 
the Houyhnhams. Their Buildings. 


Their manner of Burials. The De- 
e Lo of their n 


NE of theſe Grand Aſſemblies 

was held in my time, about three 
Nich before my Departure, whither 
my Maſter went as the Repreſentative 
of our Diſtrict. In this Council was 
reſumed their old Debate, and indeed, 
the only Debate that ever happened 
in that Country; whereof my Maſter 
after his Return gave me a very par- 
ticular Account. 


TRE 
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Tux Queſtion'to be debated, was; 
Whether the Taboos ſhould be exter- 
minated from the Face of the Earth. 
One of the Members for the Affirma- 
tive offered ſeveral Arguments of great 
Strength and Weight, alledging, That 
as the Tahoos were the moſt filthy, not 
ſome, and deformed Animal which Na- 
ture ever produced, ſo they were the 
moſt reſtive and indocible, miſchie- 
vous and malicious : They would pri- 
vately ſuck the Teats of the Houy- 
hahams Cows, kill and devour their 
Cats, trample down their Oats and 
Graſs, if they were not continually 
watched, and commit a thouſand o- 
ther Extravagancies. He took notice 
of a general Tradition, That Taboos 
had not been always in that Country : 
but, that many Ages ago, two of theſe 
Brutes appeared together upon a Moun- 
tain, whether produced by the Heat of 
the Sun upon corrupted Mud and Slime, 
or from the Ooze or Froth of the Sea, 

K 3 was 
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was never known. That theſe Tahogs 
engendered, and their Brood in a ſhort 
time grew ſo numerous as to over- run 
and infeſt the whole Nation. That the 
Hauyhuhums to get rid of this Evil, 
made a general Hunting, and at laſt 
encloſed the whole Herd, and deſtroy- 
ing the old Ones, every Hou) hubum 
kept two young Ones in a Kennel, and 
brought them to ſuch a degree of Tame- 
neſs, as an Animal ſo ſavage by Na- 
ture can be capable of acquiring; uſing 
them for Draught and Carriage. That 
there ſeemed to be much Truth in this 
Tradition, and that thoſe Creatures 
could not be Lubni amſhy (or Aborigines 
of the Land) becauſe of the violent Ha- 
tred the Houyhahams, as well as all 
other Animals, bore them; Which al- 
though their evil Diſpoſition ſufficiently 
deſerved, could never have arrived at 
ſo high a Degree, if they had been 
Aborigines, or elſe they would have long 
fince been rooted out. That the In- 
„ taking : a Fancy to uſe the 

| Service 
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Service of the TYahoos, had very impru- 
dently neglected to cultivate the Breed 
of Aſſes, which were a comely Animal, 
eaſily kept, more tame and orderly, 
without any offenſive Smell, ſtrong e. 
nough for Labour, although they yield 
to the other in Agility of Body ; and 
if their Braying be no agreeable Sound, 
it is far preferable to the horrible 
Howlings of the Tahoos. 


SEVERAL Others declared their Sen- 
timents to the ſame purpoſe, when my 
Maſter propoſed . an Expedient to the 
Aſſembly, whereof he had indeed bor- 
rowed the Hint from me. He approv- 
ed of the Tradition, mentioned by the 
Honourable Member, who ſpoke before, 
and affirmed, that the Two Tahoos ſaid 
to be firſt ſeen among them had been 

| driven thither over the Sea ; that com- 
ing to Land, and being forſaken by 
their Companions, they retired to the 
Mountains, and degenerating by de- 


grees, became in proceſs of time, much 
* 4 more 
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more ſavage than thoſe of their on 
Species in the Country from whence 
theſe two Originals came. The reaſon of 
his Aſſertion was, that he had now in 
his Poſſeſſion, a certain wonderful Tahoo, 
(meaning myſelf) which moſt of them 
had heard of, and many of them had 
ſeen. He then related to them, how 
he firſt found me, that my Body was 
all covered with an artificial Compo- 
ſure of the Skins and Hairs of other 
Animals: That I had a Language of 
my own, and had thoroughly learned 
theirs: That I had related to him the 
Accidents which brought me thither : 
That when he ſaw me without my Co. 
vering, I was an exact Tahoo in every 
Part, only of a whiter Colour, leſs hai- 
ry, and with ſhorter Claws. He ad- 
ded, how I had endeavoured to per- 
ſuade him, that in my own and other 
Countries the Tahoos acted as the go- 
verning, Rational Animal, and held the 
Houybahams in Servitude : That he ob- 
ſerved in me all the Qualities of a Taboo, 
only 
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only a little more civilized by ſome 
Tincture of Reaſon, which however 
was 1n a degree as far inferior to the 
Houybahum Race, as the Tahoos of 
their Country were to me: That, a- 
mong other things, I mentioned a Cu- 
ſtom we had of Caſtrating Houybuhams 
when they were young, in order to 
render them tame; that the Operation 
was eaſy and fafe; that it was no 
Shame to learn Wiſdom from Brutes, 
as Induſtry is taught by the Ant, and 
Building by the Swallow. (For fo I 
tranſlate the Word Lyhannb, although 
it be a much larger Fowl) That this 
Invention might be practiced upon the 
younger Tahoos here, which, beſides 
rendring them traCtable and fitter for 
Uſe, would in an Age put an end to 
the whole Species without deſtroying 
Life. That, in the mean time the 
Houybahams ſhould be exhorted to cul- 
tivate the Breed of Aſſes, which as 
they are in all reſpects more valuable 


Brutes, ſo they have this Advantage, 
| to 
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to be fit for Service at five Years old, 
which the others are not till twelve. 


'T HIS was all my Maſter 1 
fi to tell me. at that time, of what 
paſſed in the Grand Council. But he 
was pleaſed to conceal one Particular, 
which related perſonally to myſelf, 
whereof I ſoon felt the unhappy Effect, 
as the Reader will know in its proper 
Place, and from whence I date all the 
free Misfortunes of my Life. 


TI HE Baer WIA have No o Letters, 


. aa conſequently, their Knowledge is 
all Traditional. But there happening 
few Events of any Moment among a 
People ſo well united, naturally diſpoſed 
to every: Virtue, wholly governed by 
Reaſon, and cut off from all Com- 
merce with other Nations, the Hiſto- 
rical Part is eaſily preſerved without 
burthening their Memory. I have al- 
ready obſerved, that they are ſubject 
to no Diſeaſes, and therefore can have 
f no 
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no need of Phyſicians. However, they 
have excellent Medicines compoſed of 
Herbs, to cure accidental Bruiſes and 
Cuts in the Paſtern or Frog of the Foot 
by ſharp Stones, as well as other Maims 
and Hurts in the ſeveral Parts of the 


THE x calculate the Year by the Re. 
volution of the Sun and the Moon, 
but uſe no Subdiviſions into Weeks. 
They are: well enough acquainted with 
the Motions of thoſe two Luminaries, 
and underſtand the Nature of Eclipſes; 
and this is the utmoſt I of Mein 
ms | 1 


IN Portry they muſt be ines to 
excel all other Mortals ; wherein the 
Juſtneſs of their Similes, and the Mi- 
nuteneſs, as well as Exactneſs of their 
Deſcriptions, are indeed inimitable. 
Their Verſes abound very much in both 
of theſe, and uſually contain either ſome 
exalted Notions of Friendſhip and Be- 

— nevolence, 
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nevolence, or the Praiſes of thoſe who 
were Victors in Races, and other bo- 
dily Exerciſes. Their Buildings, although 
very rude and ſimple, are not inconve- 
nient, but well contrived to defend them 


from all Injuries of Cold and Heat. 


They have a kind of Tree, which at For- 
ty Years old looſens in the Root, and 
falls with the firſt Storm; they grow 
very ſtrait, and being pointed like 
Stakes with a ſharp Stone, (ſor the 
Houyhnbums know not the Uſe of Iron) 
they ſtick them ere& in the Ground a- 
bout ten Inches aſunder, and then weave 
in Oat · ſtraw, or ſometimes Wattles be. 
twixt them. The Roof is made after 
the ſame manner, and o are the 


Doors. 


TAE Honyhnbums uſe the hollow- 
Part between the Paſtern and the Hoof 
of their Fore- feet, as we do our Hands, 
and this with greater Dexterity, than 1 
could at firſt imagine. I have ſeen a 


White Mare of our Family thread a 
Needle 
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Needle (which 1 lent her on purpoſe) 


with that Joynt. They milk their 
Cows, reap their Oats, and do all the 
Work which requires Hands, in the 
ſame manner. They have. a kind of 
hard Flints, which by grinding againſt 


other Stones, they form into Inſtru- 


ments, that ſerve inſtead of Wedges, 
Axes, and Hammers. With Tools made 


of theſe Flints, they likewiſe cut their 


Hay, and reap their Oats, which there 
groweth naturally in ſeveral Fields : 
The Yahoos draw home the Sheaves in 
Carriages, and the Servants tread them 


in ſeveral covered Hutts, to get out 


the Grain, which 1s kept in Stores. They 
make a rude kind of earthen and wood- 


en Veſſels, and bake the former in the 
Sun. 


IF they can avoid Caſualties, they 
die only of Old-Age, and are buried 


in the obſcureſt Places that can be found, 


their Friends and Relations expreſſing 
neither Joy nor Grief at their De- 
parture; 
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parture, nor does the dying Perſon dif. 
cover the leaſt Regret that he is leav- 


ing the World, any more chan if he 
were upon returning home from a Viſit 


to one of his Neighbours; I remember 


my Maſter having once made an Ap- 
pointment with a Friend and his Fa- 
Tnily to come to his Houfe upon ſome 


Affair of Importance, on the Day fix- 
ed, the Miſtreſs and her two Children 
came very late; ſhe made two Excuſes, 
firſt for her Hucband , who, as ſhe 


id, happened that very Morning to 


Shawn. The Word is ſtrongly ex- 
preſſive in their Language, but not 


eaſily rendred into Ergliſh, it ſignifies, 
to retire to hi; firſt Mothen Her Ex- 
cuſe for not coming ſooner, was, that 
her Husband dying late in te Morn- 
ing, ſhe was a good while conſulting 
her Servants about. a convenient Place 
where his Body ſhould. be laid; and I 
obſerved ſhe behaved herſelf 68 our 
Houſe, as chearfully as the reſt, and 


died about three Months after. 


TRE x 
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T EEx live generally to Seventy or 
Seventy-five Years, very ſeldom to Four- 
ſcore: Some Weeks before their Dearh 
they feel a gradual Decay, but with- 
out Pain. During this time they are 
much viſited by their Friends, becauſe 
they cannot go abroad, with their uſual 
Eaſe and Satisfaction. However, about 
ten Days before their Death, which 
they ſeldom fail in computing, they 
return the Viſits that have been made 
them by thoſe who are neareſt in the 
Neighbourhood, being carried in a con- 
venient Sledge drawn by Taboo, which 
Vehicle they uſe, not only upon this 
Occaſion, but when they grow old, up- 
on long Journeys, or when they are 
lamed by any Accident. And therefore 
when the dying Houybahnms return 
© thoſe Viſits, they take a ſolemn leave of 
their Friends, as if they were going to 
ſome remote Part of the Country, where 


they deſigned ro paſs the reſt of their 
Lives. 


I KNOW 
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I xNow not whether it may be 
worth obſerving, that the Honybnhams 
have no Word in their Language to 
expreſs any thing that is Evil, except 
what. they borrow from the Deformi- 
ties or ill Qualities of the Tahoos. Thus 


they denote the Folly of a Servant, an 


Omiſſion of a Child, a Stone that cut 
their Feet, a continuance of foul or un- 
ſeaſonable Weather, and the like, by ad- 
ding to each the Epithet of Taboo. For 
Inſtance, hbham Taboo, Whnaholm Taboo, 
Trlhmadwihlma Yahoo, and an ill con. 

trived Houſe, Tuholmhamrobluw Tahoo. 


I covrD with great PleaTare enlarge 
farther upon the Manners and Virtues 
of this excellent People; but intending 
in a ſhort time to publiſh a Volume by 
itſelf expreſsly upon that Subject, I refer . 
the Reader thicher. - And in the mean 
time, proceed to relate my own fad 
Cataſtrophe 


CH AP. 


CHAP . 


The Author's Oeconomy and happy Life 
among the Houyhnhams. His great 
Improvement in Virtue, by converſing 
with them. Their Converſations. 
The Author has notice given him by 
his Maſter that he muſt depart from 
the Country. He falls into a Swoon 
for Grief, but ſubmits. He contrives 
and finiſhes a Canoo, by the help of 
a Fellow-Servant, and ore to Sea 
a a Venture. 


HAD ſettled my little Oeconomy 
to my own Heart's content. My 
Maſter had ordered a Room for me 
after their manner, about ſix Yards 
from the Houſe, the Sides and Floors 
of witch I plaiſtered with Clay, and 
L covered 
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covered with Ruſh-matts of my own con- 
triving; I had beaten Hemp, which there 
grows wild, and made of it a fort of 
Ticking : This I filled with the Fea- 
thers of ſeveral Birds I had taken with 
Springes made of Tahoos Hairs, and 
were excellent Food. I had worked 
two Chairs with my Knife, the Sorrel 
Nag helping me in the groſſer and 
more laborious Part. When my Cloaths 
were worn to Rags, I made myſelf o- 
thers with the Skins of Rabbets, and 
of a certain beautiful Animal about the 
ſame ſize, called Nzahnob, the Skin of 
which is covered with a fine Down. 
Of theſe I made very tolerable Stockings. 
I ſoaled my Shoes with Wood which I 
cut from a Tree, and fitted to the up- 
per Leather, and when this was worn 
out, I ſupplied it with the Skins of 
Tahoos dried in the Sun. I often got 
Honey out of hollow Trees, which I 
- mingled with Water, or eat with my 
Bread. No Man could more verify the 
Truth of theſe two Maxims, That Na- 
ture 
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ture is very eaſily ſatisfied ; and, That 
Neceſſity is the Mother of Invention. 
I enjoyed perfect Health of Body and 
Tranquillity of Mind; I did not find 
the Treachery or Inconſtancy of a 
Friend, nor the Injuries: of a ſecret or 
open Enemy. I had no occaſion of brib- 
ing, flattering or pimping, to procure 
the Favour of any great Man or of his 
Minion. I wanted no Fence againſt 
Fraud or Oppreſſion; Here was neither 
Phyſician to deſtroy my Body, nor Law- 
yer to ruin my Fortnne; No Informer to- 
watch my Words, and Actions, or forge 
Accuſations againſt me for Hire: Here 
were no Gihers, Cenſurers, Backbiters,' 
Pick-pockets, Highway men ,' Houſe- 
breakers, Attorneys, Bawds, Buffoons, 
Gameſters, Politicians, Wits, ſplenetick 
tedious Talkers, Controvertiſts, Raviſh- 
ers, Murderers, Robbers, Virtuoſo's, 
no Leaders or Followers of Party and 
Faction; no. Encouragers to. Vice, by 
Seducement or Examples: No Dungeon, 
.es Gibbets, Whipping - poſts, or Pil- 
| L'8 lories ; 
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lories: No cheating Shop- keepers or 
Mechanicks: No Pride, Vanity or Af- 
fectation: No Fops, Bullies, Drunkards, 
ſtrolling Whores, or Poxes : No ranting, 
lewd, expenſive Wives : No ſtupid 
proud: Pedants : No 1mportunate, over- 
bearing, quarrelſome, noiſy, roaring, 
empty, conceited, ſwearing Compani- 
ons: No Scoundrels, raiſed from the 
Duſt for the ſake of their Vices, or 
Nobility thrown into it on account of 
their Virtues : No Lords, Fidlers, Judg- 
es or Dancing-Maſters. 


I n AD the favour of being admit- 
ted to ſeveral Houyhnhams, who came 
to viſit or. dine with my Maſter, where 
his Honour graciouſly ſuffered . me to 
wait in the Room, and liſten to their 
Diſcourſe. Both he and his Company 
would often deſcend to ask me Queſti- 
ons, and receive my Anſwers. I had 
alſo ſometimes the Honour of attend- 
ing my Maſter in his“ Viſits to others. 
I never preſumed to ſpeak, except in 

| | _ anſwer 
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anſwer to a Queſtion, and then I did 
it with inward Regret, becauſe it was 
a Loſs of ſo much Time for improving 
myſelf: But I was infinitely. delighted, 
with the Station of an humble Auditor 
in ſuch Converſations, where nothing 
paſſed but what was uſeful, expreſſed 
in the feweſt and moſt ſignificant 
Words: Where the greateſt Deceney 
was obſerved, without the leaſt Degree 
of Ceremony ; where no Perſon ſpoke 
without being pleaſed himſelf, and pleaſ- 
ing his Companions : Where there was 
no | Interruption, Tediouſneſs, Heat, or 
Difference of Sentiments. 'They have 
a Notion, That when People are met 
together, a ſhort Silence doth much 
improve Converſation : This I found to 
be true; for during thoſe little Inter- 
miſſions of Talk, new Ideas would ariſe 
ia the Thoughts, which very much 
enlivened their Diſcourſe. Their Sub- 
jets are generally on Friendſhip and 
Benevolence, on Order and Oeconomy, 
ſometimes upon the viſible Operations of 
| L 3 Nature, 


Nature, or ancient Traditions, upon the 
Bounds and Limits of Virtue, upon the 
unerring Rules of Reaſon, or upon ſome 
Determinations, to be taken at the next 
great Aſſembly; and often upon the va- 
rious Excellencies of Poetry. I may 
add without Vanity, that my Preſence 
oſten gave them ſufficient Matter for 
Diſcaurſe, becauſe it afforded my Maſter 
an Octaſion of letting his Friends into 
tho Hiſtory of me and my Country, up- 
on which they were all pleaſed to de- 
ſcant in a manner not very advanta- 
geous ko Human Kind; and for that 
Reaſon I ſhall not repeat what they 
ſaid: Only I may be allowed to obſerve, 
That his Honour, to my great Admi- 
ration, appeared to underſtand the Na: 
ture of Juhoos in all Countries, much 
betten than myſelf. He went through 
all our Vices and Follies, and diſcover- 
ed. many Which I had never mention- 
ed to him, by only ſuppoſing what Qua- 
lities a Tabon of their Country, with a 
welt eee o Reaſon, might be 
P Ed capable 


the Houyhnhams 151 


capable of exerting; and concluded, 
with too much Probability, how vile as 


well as miſerable ſuch a Creature muſt 
bes e 


I FREELY confeſs, that all the lit. 
tle Knowledge I have of any value, 
was acquired by the Lectures I receiv- 
ed from my Maſter, and from hearing 
the Diſcourſes of him and his Friends ; 
to which I ſhould be prouder to liſtens 
than to diQate to the greateſt . and 
wiſeſt Aſſembly in Europe. I admired 
the Strength, Comelineſs, and Speed of 
the Inhabitants; and ſuch a Conſtella- 
tion of Virtues in ſuch Amiable Per- 
ſons produced in me the higheft Vene- 
ration. At firſt, indeed, I did not feel 
that natural Awe which the Tahoos and 
all other Animals bear towards them, 
but it grew upon me by Degrees, much 
ſooner than I imagined, and was min- 
gled with a reſpectful Love and Gra- 
titude, that they would condeſcend to 

L 4 diſtinguiſh 
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diſtinguiſh me mn the reſt of wy 
—_— 


Wur N I thought of my Family, 
my Friends, and my Countrymen, or 
Human Race in general, I conſidered 
them as they really were, Yahoos in 
Shape and Diſpoſition, only a little 
civilized, and qualified with the Gift of 
Speech, but making no other uſe of 
Reaſon, than to improve and multiply 
thoſe Vices, whereof their Brethren in 
this Country had only the ſhare that 
Nature allotted them. When I hap- 
pened to behold the Reflection of my 
own Form in a Lake or a Fountain, 
I turned away my Face in Horror and 
Deteſtation of myſelf, and could better 
endure the ſight of a common Taboo, 
than of my own Perſon. By converſing 
with the Hovybabams, and looking up- 
on them with Delight, I fell to imitate 
their Gate and Geſture, which is now 
grown into an Habit, and my Friends 
often tell me in a blunt way, that I trot 
like 
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like a Horſe; which, however, I take 
for a great Compliment : Neither ſhall 
I diſown, that in Speaking I am apt 
to fall into the Voice and manner of 
the Howyhnubams, and hear myſelf ri- 
diculed on that account without the 
leaſt Mortification. 


— 


© 4 
ay 


Ix the midſt of all this Happinels 
and when I looked upon myſelf to be 
fully ſettled for Life, my Maſter ſent 
for me one Morning a little earlier 
than his uſual Hour. I obſerved by his 
Countenance that he was in ſome Per- 
plexity, and at a Loſs how to begin 
what he had to ſpeak. After a ſhort 
Silence, he told me, He did not know 
how I would take what he was going 
to ſay; that in the laſt general AC 
ſembly, when the Affair of the Tahoos 
was entred upon, the Repreſentatives 
had taken Offence at his keeping a Ta- 
hoo (meaning myſelf) in his Family 
more like a Houyhaham, than a Brute 
Animal. That he was known frequent- 


ly 
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1y to converſe with me, as if he could 
receive. ſome Advantage or Pleaſure in 


my Company: That ſuch a Practice 


was not agreeable to Reaſon or Na- 
ture, nor a thing ever heard of before 
among them. The Aſſembly did there- 
fore exhort him, either to employ me 
like the reſt of my Species, or com- 
mand me to ſwim back to the Place 
from whence I came. That the firſt 
of theſe Expedients was utterly reject- 
ed by all the Houyhnhzms, who had 
ever ſeen me at his Houſe or their 
oon: For they alledged, That becauſe 
I had ſome Rudiments of Reaſon, 
added to the natural Pravity of thoſe 
Animals, it was to be feared, I might 
be able to ſeduce them into the 
woody - og mountainous Parts: of the 
Country, and bring them in Troops 
by Night to deſtroy the Honybabnms 
Cattle, as being naturally of the rave- 
nous Kind, and averſe from Labour. 


My 
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My Maſti added, That he wi 
dilly: prefled by the Houyhnhams of 
the Neighbourhood to have the Aſſem. 
bly's Exhortation executed, which he 
could not put off mueh longer. He 
doubted it would be impoſſible for me 
to ſwim to another Country, and there · 
fore wiſhed I would - contrive ſore 
ſort of Vehicle reſembling thoſe I had 
deſcribed to him, that mi ght carry 
me on the Sea, in which Wolz 1 ſhould 
have the Aſſiſtance of his own Ser« 
vants, as well as thofe of his Neight« 
bours. He concluded, That for his 
own Part he could have been content 
to keep me in his Service as long as 
I lived, becauſe he found I had cured 
myſelf of ſome bad Habits and Diſpo- 
ſitions, by endeavouring, as far as my 
inferior Nature was capable, to imi- 
tate the Houyhubums. 

I sH0vLD here obſerve to the Rea- 
der, That a _— of the general Aſ- 
ſembly 
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ſembly in this Coutry, is expreſſed by 


the Word Huhloayn, which ſignifies an 


Exhortation; as near as I can render 


it: For they have no Conception how 
2 Rational Creature can be compelled, 
but only adviſed, or exharted, becauſe 
no Perſon can diſobey Reaſon, with- 


out giving up his .. to be a Ra- 


tional Creature. 


5 WAS Mk with the utmoſt Grief 


and Deſpair at my Maſter's Diſcourſe, 
and being unable to ſupport the Ago- 
nies I was under, I fell into a Swoon 
at his Feet; when I came to my- 
ſelf, he told _ that he concluded I 
had been dead. (For theſe People 
are ſubject to no ſuch Imbecillities 
of Nature) I anſwered, in a faint 
Voice, That Death would have been 
too great an Happinels ; that although 
I could not blame the Aſſembly's Ex- 
| bortation, or the Urgency of his Friends; 
yet in my weak and corrupt Judg- 
ment, I thought it might conſiſt with 
f Reaſon 
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Reaſon to have been leſs rigorous. That 
I could not ſwim a League, and pro- 
bably the neareſt Land to theirs might 
be diſtant above an hundred: That 
many Materials, neceſſary for making 
a ſmall Veſſel to carry me off, were 
wholly wanting in this Country, which 
however, I would attempt in Obedi- 
ence and Gratitude to his Honour, al- 
though I concluded the Thing to be 
impoſſible, and therefore looked on my 
ſelf as already devoted to Deſtruction. 
That the certain Proſpect of unnatural 
Death, was the leaſt of my Evils: For, 
ſuppoſing I ſhould eſcape with Lite by 
ſome ſtrange Adventure, how could I 
think with Temper, of paſſing my 
Days among Tahoos,, and relapſing in- 
to my old Corruptions, for want of Ex- 
amples to lead and keep me within the 
Paths of Virtue. That I knew too 
well upon what folid Reaſons all the 
Determinations of the wiſe Houybahams 
were founded, not to be ſhaken by Ar- 
guments of mine, a miſerable Jah; 

and 
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and therefore after preſenting him with 
my humble Thanks for the Offer of 


his Servants Aſſiſtance in making a 


Veſſel, and deſiring a reaſonable Time 
for ſo difficult a Work, I told him 1 
would endeavour to preſerve a wretched 
Being; and, if ever I returned to Exg- 


land, was not without Hopes of be- 


ing uſeful to my own Species, by ce- 
lebrating the Praiſes of the renowned 


Houybnhums, and propoſing their Vir. 


tues to the Imitation of „ 


M* Maſter in a bow Words made 


mea very gracious Reply, allowed me 


the ſpace of two Months to finiſh my 
Boat; and ordered the Sorrel Nag, my 
Fellow Servant, (for ſo at this diſtance 
I may preſume to call him) to follow 
my Inſtructions, becauſe I told my Ma- 
ſter, that his Help would be ſufficient, 
and 1 knew he had a Tenderneſs for 


q me. 


Is 
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In his Company. my firſt - Buſineſs 
was to go to that Part of the Coaft, 
where my rebellious Crew had order- 
ed me to be ſet on Shore. I got upon 
a Height, and looking an every ſide 
into the Sea, fancied. I ſaw a ſmall I- 
ſland, towards the Nortb-Eaſt: I took 
out my Packet-glaſs, and could then clear. 
ly diſtinguiſh it about five Leagues off, 
as I computed ; but it appeared to the 
Sorrel Nag to be only a blue Cloud : 
For, as he had no Conception of any 
Country beſide his own, ſo he could not 
be as expert in diſtinguiſhing remote 
Objects at Sea, as we who ſo much 
converſe in that Element. 


Ar TER I had diſcovered this Iſland, 
I conſidered no farther ; but reſolved, it 
_ ſhould, if poſſible, be the firſt Place of 

my Baniſhment, leaving the n 
to Leda | 


3 


I RETURN» 


——_ _ — — m4 K — 
—_— ———— —— — rr „ 
. 
#4 


160 A VorAcR o 


\FxETURNED home, and conſult- 
ing with the Sorrel Nag, we went in- 
to a Copſe at ſome diſtance, where 1 
with my Knife, and he with a ſharp 
Flint faſtened very artificially, after 


their manner, to a wooden Handle, cut 


down ſeveral Oak Wattles about the 
Thickneſs of a Walking-ſtaff, and ſome 
larger Pieces. But I ſhall not trouble 
the Reader with a particular Deſcrip- 


tion of my own Mechanicks ; let it ſuf- 


fice to ſay, that in fix Weeks time, 
with the Help of the Sorrel Nag, who 
performed the Parts that required moft 
Labour, I finiſhed a fort of Indian Ca- 


noo, but much larger, covering it 


with the Skins of Tahoos well ſtitched 


together, with hempen Threads of my 


own making. My Sail was likewiſe 


compoſed of the Skins of the ſame Ani- 


mal; but I made uſe of the youngeſt I 
could get, the older being too tough 
and thick, and I likewiſe provided my 
ſelf with four Paddles. I laid in a Stock 

of 
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ol boiled Fleſh, of Rabbets and Fowls, 
and took with me two Veſſels, one fil- 
led with Milk, and the other with 

Water. BL 


I TxIED my Canoo in a large Pond 
near my Maſter's Houſe, and then cor- 
rected in it what was amiſs; ſtopping 
all the Chinks with Tahoos Tallow, till 
J found it Ranch, and able to bear me, 
and my Freight. And when it was as 
compleat as I could poſſibly make it, 
I had it drawa on a Carriage very gen- 
tly by Taboo, to the Sea-ſide, under 
the Conduct of the Sorrel Nag, and an- 
other Servant. | 


| WHEx all was ready, and the Day 
came for my Departure, I took leave of 
my Maſter and Lady, and the whole Fa- 
mily, mine Eyesflowing with Tears, and 
my Heart quite ſunk with Grief. But 
his Honour, out of Curioſity, and per- 
haps (if I may ſpeak it without Va- 
nity) partly out of Kindneſs, was deter- 

PART IV. M mine d 
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mined to ſee me in my Canoo, and got 
| ſeveral of his neighbouring Friends to 
accompany him. I was forced to wait 
above an Hour for the Tide, and then 
obſerving the Wind very fortunately 
bearing towards the Iſland, to which I 
intended to ſteer my Courſe, I took a 
ſecond Leave of my Maſter : But as I 
wasgoing to proſtrate myſelf to kiſs his 
Hoof, he did me the Honour to raiſe it 
| gently to my Mouth. I am not igno- 
rant how much I have been cenſured 
for mentioning this laſt Particular. For 
my Detractors are pleaſed to think it 
improbable, that ſo Illuſtrious a Perſon 
ſhould deſcend to give ſo great a Mark 
of Diſtinction to a Creature ſo infe- 
rior as I. Neither have I forgot, how 
apt ſome Travellers are to boaſt of 
extraordinary Favours they have re- 
ceived. But if theſe Cenſurers were 
better acquainted with the noble and 
courteous Diſpoſition of the Houyhu- 
hams, they would, oon change their 


Opinion. 
1 
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I yaiD my reſpects to the reſt of 
the Houybuhams in his Honours Com- 
pany ; then getting into my Canoo, L 
puſhed off from Shore. 


M 2 
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The Aut hor's dangerous. Voyage. He 
arrives at New-Holland, hoping to 
ſettle there. Is wounded with an 
Arrow by one of the Natives. Is 
ſeized and carried by Force into a 
Portugueze Ship. The great Civili- 
ties of the Captain. The Author ar- 
rives at England. | 


BEGAN this deſperate Voyage on 
February 15, 171%. at 9 O Clock 
in the Morning, The Wind was ve- 
ry favourable; however, I made uſe at 
firſt only of my Paddles, but conſider- 
ing I ſhould ſoon be weary, and that 
the Wind might chop about, I ventur- 
ed to ſet up my little Sail; and thus, 
with 


the Houyhnhnms. I65 


with the help of the Tide, I went 
at the rate of a League and a half an 
Hour, as near as I could gueſs. My 
Maſter and his Friends continued on 
the Shoar , till I was almoſt out of 
light; and I often heard the Sorrel 
Nag (who always loved me) crying 
out, Huuy illa nyha majah Yahoo, Take 
care of thyſelf, gentle Tahoo. 5 


M Deſign was, if poſſible, to diſ- 
cover ſome ſmall Iſland uninhabited, 
yet ſufficient by my Labour to fur- 
niſh me with the Neceſſaries of Life, 
which I would have thought a great- 
er Happineſs than to be firſt Mini- 
ſter in the Politeſt Court of Europe; 
ſo horrible was the Idea I conceived 
of returning to live in the Society 
and under the Government of Taboos. 
For in ſuch a Solitude as I deſired, I 
could at leaſt enjoy my own Thoughts, 
and reflect with Delight on the Vir- 
tues of thoſe inimitable Hovybhahams, 
without any Opportunity of degene- 

— rating 
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rating into the Vices and Corruptions 
of my own Species. 


THE Reader may remember what 
I related when my Crew conſpired 
againſt me, and confined me to my 
Cabbin. How I continued there ſe- 
veral Weeks, without knowing what 

Courſe we took, and when I was put 
a Shoar in the Long-boat, how the Sai- 
lors told me with Oaths, whether true 
or falſe, that they knew not in what 
Part of the World we were. How- 
ever, I did then believe us to be a- 
bout ten Degrees Southward of the 
Cape of Good-Hope, or about 45 De- 
grees Southern Latitude, as I gathered 
from ſome general Words I overheard 
mong them, being I ſuppoſed to the 
South. Eaſi in their intended Voyage 
to Madagaſcar. And although this 
were but little better than Conjecture, 
yet I reſolved to ſteer my Courſe Fafi- 
dard, hoping to reach the South-Weſt 
Coaſt of Nete-Hollaud, and perhaps 


ſome 
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ſome ſuch Iſland as I deſired, lying 
Weſiward of it. The Wind was full 
Weſt, and by ſix in the Evening I com- 
puted I had gone Eaſtward at leaſt 
eighteen Leagues, when I ſpied a very 
ſmall Ifland about half a League off, 
which I ſoon reached. It was nothing 
but a Rock with one Creek naturally 
arched by the force of 'Tempeſts. Here 
I put in my Canoo, and climbing up 

a part of the Rock, I could plainly dif- 
cover Land to the Eaſt, extending from 
South to North. I lay all Night in my 
Canoo, and repeating my Voyage ear- 
ly in the Morning, I arrived ia ſeven 
Hours to the South-Eaſt Point of New 
Hollaud. This confirmed me in the opi- 
nion I have long entertained, that the 
Maps and Charts place this Country at 
leaſt three Degrees more to the Eaſt 
than it really is; which Thought I com- 
municated many Years ago to my wor- 
thy Friend Mr. Herman Moll, and gave 
him my Reaſons for it, although he 
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hath rather choſen to follow other Au- 
thors. 


I sA w no Inhabitants in the Place 
where I landed, and being unarmed, I 
was afraid of venturing far into the 
Country. I found ſome Shell-fiſh on 
the Shore, and eat them raw, not da- 
ring to kindle a Fire, for fear of being 
diſcovered by the Natives. I continued 
three Days feeding on Oyſters and Lim- 
pits, to fave my own Proviſions, and 
I fortunately found a Brook of excel- 


lent Water, which gave me great Re- 
__ 


ON the fourth Day, venturing out. 
early a little too far, I ſaw twenty or 
thirty. Natives upon a Height, not a- 
bove five hundred Yards from me. 
They were ſtark naked, Men, Women 


7 


and Children round a Fire, as I could 
diſcover by the Smoak. One of them 
ſpied me, and gave notice to the reſt ; 
five of them advanced towards me 

5 leaving 
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leaving the Women and Children at 
the Fire. I made what haſte I could 
to the Shore, and getting into my Ca- 
noo, ſhoved off: The Savages obſery- 
ing me retreat, ran after me; and be- 
fore I could get far enough into the 
Sea , diſcharged an Arrow, which 
wounded me deeply on the inſide of my 
left Knee (I ſhall carry the Mark to 
my Grave.) I apprehended the Arrow 
might be-poiſoned, and paddling out of 
the reach of their Darts (being a calm 
Day) I made a ſhift to ſuck the Wound, 
and dreſs it as well as I could. 


% 


Iwas ata Loſs what to do, for I 
durſt not return to the ſame Landing- 
place, but ſtood to the Vorth, and was 
forced to paddle; for the Wind though 
very gentle was againſt me, blowing 
North-Weſt. As I was looking about 
for a ſecure Landing-place, I faw a 
Sail to the North North-Eaſt, which 
appearing every Minute more viſible. 
I was in ſome Doubt, whether I ſhould 


wait 
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wait for them or no, but at laſt my De- 
teſtation of the Taboo Race prevailed, 
and turning my Canoo, I failed and pad- 
dled together to the South, and got into 
the ſame Creek from whence I ſet out 
in the Morning, chooſing rather to truſt 
. myſelf among theſe Barbarians, than 
live with European Taboos, I drew up 
my Canoo as cloſe as I could to the 
Shore, and hid myſelt behind a Stone 
by. the little Brook, which, as I have 
already faid, was excellent Water. 


TRE Ship came within half a League 
of this Creek, and ſent out her Long- 
Boat with Veſſels to take in freſh Wa- 
ter (for the Place it feems was very 
well known) but I did not obſerve it 
till the Boat was almoſt on Shore, and 
it was too late to ſeek another Hiding- 
place. The Seamen at their landing ob- 
ferved my Canoo, and rummaging it all 
over, eaſily conjectured that the Owner 
could not be far of. Four of them 
well. armed ſearched every Cranny and 
Lurking- 
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Lurking-hole, till at laſt they found me 
flat on my Pace behind the Stone. They 
gazed a while in admiration at my 
ſtrange uncouth Dreſs, my Coat made 
of Skins, my wooden ſoaled Shoes, and 
my furred Stockings; from whence, 
however, they concluded I was not a 
Native of the Place, who all go naked. 
One of the Seamen in Portuguese bid 
me riſe, and asked who I was. I un- 
derſtood that Language very well, and 
getting upon my Feet, faid, I was a 
poor Tahes, baniſhed from the Hou) hu- 
hams, and deſired they would pleaſe to 
let me depart. They admired to hear me 
anſwer them in their own Tongue, and 
faw by my Complexion I mult be an Ex- 
ropean; but were at a loſs to know what 
I meant by Tahoos and Houybnhams, 
and at the ſame time fell a laughing at 
my ſtrange Tone in' ſpeaking, which 
reſembled the Neighing of a Horſe. I 
trembled all the while betwixt Fear 
and Hatred: I again deſired leave to 
depart, and was gently moving to my 

Canoo 
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Canoo; but they laid hold on me, de- 
ſiring to know, What Country I was 
of? whence I came? with many other 
Queſtions. I told them, I was born in 
England, from whence I came about 
| five Years ago, and then their Coun” 
try and ours were at Peace. I there. 
fore hoped they would not treat me as 
an Enemy, ſince I meant them no harm, 
but was a poor Tahoo, ſeeking ſome 
deſolate Place where to paſs the Re- 
mainder of his unfortunate Life. 


WEN they began to talk, I thought 

I never heard or ſaw any thing fo 
unnatural; for it appeared to me as 
Monſtrous as if a Dog or a Cow 
ſhould ſpeak in England, as a Yaboo in 
Houybaham-land. The honeſt Portu- 
gueze were equally amazed at my 
ſtrange Dreſs, and the odd manner of 
delivering my Words, which however 
they underſtood very well. They 
ſpoke to me with great Humanity, and 
ſaid they were ſure their Captain would 
carry 
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carry me gratis to Lisbon, from whence 
I might return to my own Country; 
that two of the Seamen would go back 
to the Ship, inform the Captain of what 
they had ſeen, and receive his Orders; 
in the mean time, unleſs I would give 
my ſolemn Oath not to fly, they would 
{ſecure me by Force. I thought it beſt 
to comply with their Propoſal. They 
were very curious to know my Story, 

but I gave them very little Satisfaction; 
and they all conjectured, that my Miſ- 
fortunes had impaired my Reaſon. In 
two Hours the Boat, which went 
loaden with Veſſels of Water, return- 
ed with the Captain's Commands to 
fetch me on Board. I fell on my 
Knees to preſerve my Liberty; but all 
was in vain, and the Men having tied 
me with Cords, heaved me into the 
Boat, from whence I was taken into 
the Ship, and from thence into the 
Captain's Cabbin. 


His 
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H 18 Name was Pedro de Mendes, 
; 1 was a very courteous and generous 
Perſon ; he entreated me to give ſome 
Account of myſelf, and deſired to know 
What I would eat or drink; ſaid, I 

ſhould be uſed as well as himſelf, and 
ſpoke ſo many obliging things, that Il 
wondered to find ſuch Civilities from 
2 Taboo. However, I remained filent 
and ſullen ; I was ready to faint at the 
very {ſmell of him and his Men. At 
laſt I deſired ſomething to eat out 
of my own Canoo; but he ordered me 
a Chicken and ſome excellent Wine, 
and then directed that I ſhould be put 
to Bed in a very clean Cabbin. I 
would not undreſs myſelf, but lay on 
the Bed-cloaths, and in half an Hour 
ſtole out, when I thought the Crew was 
at Dinner, and getting to the fide of 
the Ship was going to leap into the 
Sea, and ſwim for my Life, rather than 
continue among Tahgos. But one of the 


Seamen * me, and having in- 
formed 
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formed the Captain, TI was chained to 
my Cabbin. 


AE TEK Dinner Don Pedro came to 
me, and deſired to know my Reaſon for 
ſo deſperate an Attempt: aſſured me he 


only meant to do me all the Service 


he was able, and ſpoke fo very moving 
ly, that at laſt I deſcended to treat 
him like an Animal which had fome 
little portion of Reaſon. I gave him 
a very ſhort Relation of my Voyage, of 
the Conſpiracy againſt me by my own 
Men, of the Country where they ſet 
me on Shore, and of my three Years 
Reſidence there. All which he looked 
upon as if it were a Dream or a Vi- 
ſion; whereat I took great Offence ; 
for I had quite forgot the Faculty of 
Lying, ſo peculiar to Yahoos in all Coun- 
tries where they preſide, and conſe- 


quently the Diſpoſition of ſuſpecting 
Truth in others of their own Species. 


J asked him, Whether it were the Cu- 
ſtom in his Country to jay the Thing 


F 


that 
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that was not? J aſſured him I had als 
moſt forgot what he meant by Falſe- 
hood, and if I had lived a thouſand 
Years in Houyhnbumland, I ſhould ne- 
ver have heard a Lye from the meaneſt 
Servant ; that I was altogether indiffe- 
rent whether he believed me or no; 
but however, in return for his Favours, 


x 


I would give ſo much Allowance to the 


Corruption of his Nature, as to anſwer 


any Objection he would pleaſe to make, 


and then he might eaſily diſcover the 
Truth. 


TAE Captain, a wiſe Man, after 
many Endeavours to catch me tripping 


in ſome part. of my Story, at laſt began 
to have a better Opinion of my Vera- 


city, and the rather becauſe he confeſs 


h Skipper, who 


ſed, he met with a D 
pretended to have lai 
others of his Crew upon a certain 
Iſland or Continent South of New-Hol- 
land, where they went for freſh Wa- 
of and obſerved a Horſe driving be- 


9 fore 


Fe ed with Five 
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fore him ſeveral Animals exactly re- 
ſembling thoſe I deſcribed under the 
Name of Tahoos, with ſome other Par- 
ticulars, which the Captain ſaid he had 
forgot ; becauſe he then concluded them 
all to be Lies. But he added, that 
ſince I profeſſed ſo inviolable an At- 
tachment to Truth, I muſt give him 
my Word of Honour to bear him com- 
pany in this Voyage without attempt- 
ing any thing againſt my Life, or elle he 
would continue me a Priſoner. till we 
atrived at Lisbon. I gave him the 
Promiſe he required ; but at the fame 
time proteſted that I would ſuffer the 
greateſt Hardſhips rather than return 
to live among Tahoos. 


Oux Voyage paſſed without any 
conſiderable Accident. In Gratitude to 
the Captain I ſometimes fate with him 
at his earneſt Requeſt, and ſtrove to 
conceal my Antipathy to human Kiad, 
although it often broke out, which he 
ſuffered to paſs without Obſervation. 
YN © But 
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But the greatelt part of the Day, 1 
confined myſelf to my Cabbin, to avoid 
ſeeing any of the Crew. The Captain 
had often entreated me to ſtrip myſelf 
of my ſavage Dreſs, and offered to 
lend me the beſt Suit of Cloaths he 
had. This I would not be prevailed 
on to accept, abhorring to cover my- 
felf with any thing that had been on 
the Back of a Tahzv, I only deſired 
he would lend me two clean Shirts, 
which having been waſhed fince he 
wore them, I believed would not ſo 
much defile me. Theſe I changed e- 


very fecond Day, and waſhed them my- 
ſell. 


Wx arrived at Lisbon, Nov. 5. 1715. 
At our landing the Captain forced me 
to cover myſelf with his Cloak, to pre- 
vent the Rabble from crouding about 
me. I was conveyed to his own 
Houſe, and at my earneſt Requeſt, he 
led me up to the higheſt Room back- 
Wards. I 1 him to conceal 

from 
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from all Perſons what I had told him 
of the Hauybabums, becauſe the leaſt 
hint of ſuch a Story would not only 
draw Numbers of People to ſee me, 
but probably, put me in Danger of 
being impriſoned, or burnt by the Ia. 
quiſitiav. The Captain perſuaded me 
to accept a Suit of Cloaths newly 
made, but I would not ſuffer the 
Taylor to' take my Meaſure; howe- 
ver, Don Pedro being almoſt of my 
Size, they fitted me well enough. He 
' accoutred me with other Neceſſaries all 
new, which I aired for tweaty-four 
Hours before I would uſe them. 


THe Captain had no Wife, nor 
above three Servants, none of which 
were ſuffered to attend at Meals, and 
his whole Deportment was ſo obliging, 
added to very good buman Under- 
ſanding, that I really began to to- 
lerate his Company. He gained ſo 
far upon me, that I ventured to look 
out of the back Window. By degrees 

N 2 I 


, 
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I was brought into another Room, 
from whence I peeped into the Street, 
but drew my Head back in a Fright. 
In a Week's time he ſeduced me 
down to the Door. I found my Ter- 
ror gradually leſſened, but ay Hatred 
and Contempt ſeemed to encreaſe. I 
was at laſt bold enough to walk the 

Street in his Company, but kept my 

Noſe well ſtopped with Rue, or ſome- 
times with Tobacco. 

In ten Days Don Pedro, to whom I 
had given ſome account of my Dome- 
Rick Affairs, put it upon me as a Mat- 
ter of Honour and Conſcience, that I 
ought to return to my native Coun- 
try, and live at home with my Wife 
and Children. He told me, there was 
an Engliſb Ship in the Port juſt ready 
to ſail, and he would furniſh me with 
all things neceſſary. It would be tedi- 
ous to repeat his Arguments, and my 
Contradictions. He faid it was altoge- 
ther impoſſible to find ſuch a folitary 
: | IIland 
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Iſland as I had deſired to live in; but 
I might command in my own Houſe, 
and paſs my time in a manner as re- 
cluſe as I pleaſed. 


I COMPLIED at laſt, finding * 


could not do better. I left Lisbox the 
. 24th Day of November, in an Eng- 
liſh Merchant-Man, but who was the 
Maſter I never enquired. Don Pedro 
accompanied me to the Ship, and lent 
me Twenty Pounds. He took kind 
leave of me, and embraced me at part- 
ing, which I bore as well as I could. 
During the laſt Voyage I had no Com- 
merce with the Maſter or any of his 
Men, but pretending I was ſick kept 
cloſe in my Cabbin. On the Fifth of 
December, 1715. we caſt Anchor in 
the Dowzs about Nine in the Morn- 
ing, and at Three in the Afternoon I 
got ſafe to my Houle at Rotherhith. 


My Wife and Family received me 
with great Surprize and Joy, becauſe. 
N 3 they 
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they concluded me certainly dead ; but 
1 muſt freely confeſs the ſight of them 
filled me only with Hatred, Difguſt 
and Contempt, and the tote by re- 
flecting on the near Alliance I had to 
them. For, although ſince my unfor- 
tunate Exile from the Hozybubum Coun- 
try, I had compelled myſelf to tolerate 
the Sight of Taboo, and to converſe with 
r ; yet my Me- 
mory and Imaginat ions were perpetu- 
ally filled with the Virtues and Ideas of 
thoſe exalted Houybnhains. And when 
I began to conſider, that by copulating 
with one of the Tahog-Species I became 
a Parent of more, it ſtruck me with 
the utmoſt Shame, Confuſion and Hor- 
ror. 


As ſoon as I entered the Houſe, my 
Wile took me in her Arms, and kiſſed 
me, at which having not been uſed to 
the Touch of that odious Animal for ſo 
many Years, I fell in a Swoon for al- 
moſt an Hour. At the Time I am 

| _ writing 
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writing it is Five Years ſince my laſt 
Return to England: During the firſt 
Year I could not endure my Wife or 
Children in my Preſence, the very 
Smell of them was intolerable, much 
leſs could I ſuffer them to eat in the 
fame Room. To this hour they dare 
not preſume to touch my Bread, or 
driak out of the ſame Cup, neither 
was I ever able to let one of them 
take me by the Hand. The firſt Mo- 
ney I laid out was to buy two young 
Stone-Horſes which I keep in a good 
Stable, and next to them the Groom 
is my greateſt Favourite ; for I feel my 
Spirits revived by the Smell he con- 
tracts in the Stable. My Horſes un- 
derſtand me tolerably well; I converſe 
with them at leaſt four Hours every 

Day. They are Strangers to Bridle 
or Saddle, they live in great Amity 
with me, and Friendſhip to each 
other. | 


N 4 CHAP. 
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CH AP. XL 
Tre Author's Veracity. His Deſign in 
' publiſhing this Work. His Cenſure of 
thoſe Travellers who ſwerve from the 
Truth. The Author clears himſelf 
from any ſmiſter Ends in writing. An 
Objection anſwered. The Method of 
planting Colonies. His Native Coun- 
try commended. The Right of the 
Crows to thoſe Countries deſcribed by 
the Author is juſtified. The Difficulty 
of conquering them. The Author takes 
his laſt leave of the Reader: propo- 
ſeth his Manner of Living for the fu- 
ture, gives good Advice, and con- 
cludes. 


H US, Gentle Reader, I have gi- 
ven thee a faithful Hiſtory of my 
Ardvels for Sixteen Years, and above 


Seven 
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Seven Months, wherein T have not 
been ſo ſtudious of Ornament as Truth. 
I could perhaps like others have aſto- 
niſhed thee with ſtrange improbable 
Tales; but I rather choſe to relate 
plain Matter of Fact in the ſimpleſt 
Manner and Style, becauſe my princi- 
pal Deſign was to inform, and not to 
amuſe thee. | 


Ir is eaſy for us who travel into re- 
mote Countries, which are ſeldom vi- 
ſited by Engliſhmen or other Europeans, 
to form Deſcriptions of wonderful Ani- 
mals both at Sea and Land. Whereas a 
Traveller's chief Aim ſhould be to 
make Men wiſer and better, and to 
improve their Minds by the bad as well 
as good Example of what they deliver 
concerning foreign Places. 


I coup heartily wiſh a Law was 
enacted, that every Traveller before he 
were permitted to publiſh his Voyages, 
ſhould be obliged to make Oath before 


the 


pk Lord _ ts that. all he in- 
tended to print was abſolutely true to 
the beſt of his Knowledge ; for then the 
World would no longer be deceived as 
it uſually is, while ſome Writers, to make 
their Works paſs the better upon the 

Publick, impoſe the groſſeſt Fallities on 
the unwary Reader. I. have peruſed 
ſeveral Books of Travels with great De- 
light in my younger Days; but having 
ſince gone over moſt Parts of the Globe, 
and been able to contradict many fa- 
bulous Accounts from my own Obſer- 
vation, it hath given me a great Diſ- 
guſt againſt this Part of Reading, and 
ſome Indignation to fee the Credulity 
of Mankind ſo impudently abuſed. 
Therefore ſince my Acquaintance were 

pleaſed to think my, poor Endeavours 
might not be unacceptable to my Coun- 
try, I impoſed on myſelf as a Maxim, 
never to be {werved from, that I would 
ſtriftly adbere to Truth; neither indeed 
can I be ever under the leaſt tempta- 
tions to vary from it, while I retain 
= in 
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in my Mind the Lectures and Exam. 
ple of my Noble Maſter, and the other 
Illuſtrious Houy huhums, of whom I had 


o long the Honour to be an en 
Hearer. a 


Nec ff miſerum Fortuna Sinonem 
Finxit, vanum etium, mendatemaue 
improba finget. © 


I x x0 W very well how little Re- 
putation is to be got by Writings which 
require neither Genius nor Learning, 
nor indeed any other Talent, except u 
good Memory, or an exact Journal. I 
know likewiſe, that Writers of Travels, 
like Dictionary-Makers, are fank into 
Oblivion by the Weight and Bulk of 
thoſe who come after, and therefore 
He uppermoſt. And ir is highly proba- 
ble, that ſuch Travellers who ſhall here- 
after viſit the Countries deſcribed in 
this Work of mine, may by detecting 
my Errors, (if there be any) and ad- 
ding many new Diſcoveries of their 
& own, 
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own, juſtle me out of Vogue, and ſtand 
in my Place, making the World forget 
that I was ever an Author. This in- 
deed would be too great a Mortification 
if I wrote for Fame: But, as my ſole 
Intention was the PusLick Goop, 
I cannot be altogether diſappointed. For 
who can read of the Virtues. I have. 
mentioned in the Glorious Houybahnms, 
without being aſhamed of his own 
Vices, when he conſiders himſelf as the 
reaſoning, governing Animal of his 
Country? I ſhall fay nothing of thoſe = 
remote Nations where Tahoos preſide, 
amongſt which the leaſt corrupted are 
the Brobdingnagians, whoſe wiſe Ma- 
xims in Morality and Government, 
it would be our Happineſs to obſerve. 
But I forbear deſcanting farther, and 
rather leave the Judicious Reader to his 
own Remarks and Applications. 

I AM not a little pleaſed that this 
Work of mine can poſſibly meet with 
no Cenſurers: For what ObjeCtions can 
be 
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be made againſt a Writer who relates 
only plain Facts that happened in ſuch 
diſtant Countries, where we - have not 
the leaſt Intereſt with reſpect either to 
Trade or Negotiations? I have careful- 
ly avoided every Fault with which com, 
mon Writers of Travels are often too 
juſtly charged. Beſides, I meddle not 
with any Party, but write without Paſ- 
ſion, Prejudice, or Ill-will againſt any 
Man or number of Men whatſoever. I 
write for the nobleſt End, to inform 
and inſtruct Mankind, over whom I 
may, without Breach of Modeſty, pre- 

tend to ſome Superiority from the Ad- 
vantages I received by converſing fo 
long among the moſt accompliſhed 
Houybabams. T write without any view 
towards Profit or Praiſe. I never ſuf- 


fer a Word to paſs that may look like 
Reflection, or poſſibly give the leaſt Of- 
fence even to thoſe who are moſt ready 
to take it. So that IT hope I may with 
Juſtice pronounce myſelf an Author 
perfectly blameleſs, againſt whom the 


Tribes 


Tribes of Anſwerers, Conſiderers, Ob- 
ſervers, Reflecters, Detecters, Remark. 
ers will never be able to find Matter for 


exerciſing their Talents. 


I conrsss, it was whiſpered to me, 
that I was bound in Duty as a Subje& 
of England, to have given in a Memo- 
rial to a Secretary of State, at my firſt 
coming over ; becauſe, whatever Lands 
are diſcovered by a Subject belong to 
the Crown. But I doubt whether our 
Conqueſts in the Countries I treat of, 
would be as caſy as thoſe of Ferdinands 
Cortez over the naked Americans. The 
Lilliputians Ithink, are hardly worth the 
Charge of a Fleet and Army to reduce 
them, and I queſtion whether it might 
be prudent or ſafe to attempt the Byob- 
dinguagians. Or whether an Exgliſh Army 
would be much at their caſe with the 
Flying Iſland over their Heads. The 
Hau yba hui c, indeed, appear not to be 
fo well prepared for War, a $cience to 
which they are perfect Strangers, and 

1 eſpecially 
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eſpecially againſt miſſive Weapons. 
However, ſuppoſing myſelf to be a Mi- 
niſter of State, I could never give my 
Advice for invading them. Their Pru- 
dence, Unanimity, Unacquaintedneſs 
with Fear, and their Love of their 
Country would amply ſupply all De- 
fects in the Military Art. Imagine 


Twenty thouſand of them breaking in- 


to the midſt of an European Army, 


confounding the Ranks, overturning the 


Carriages, battering the Warriors Faces 
into Mummy, by terrible Yerks from 
their hinder Hoofs. For they would 
well deſerve the Character given to A- 
guſtus; Recalcitrat undique tutus. But 
inſtead of Propofals for conquering that 
magnanimous Nation, I rather wiſh 
they were in a Capacity or Diſpoſition 
to ſend a ſufficient Number of their 
Inhabitants for civilizing Europe, by 
teaching us the. firſt Principles of Ho- 
nour, Juſtice, Truth, Temperance, Pu- 
blick Spirit, Fortitude, Chaſtity, Friend- 
tip, Benevolence, and Fidelity. The 
| Names 
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Names of all which Virtues are ſtill 
retained among us in moſt Languages, 
and are to be met with in ſome modern 
as well as ancient Authors; which I 
am able to aſſert from my | own {mall 


ning. 


Bur I had another Reaſon which 
made me leſs forward to enlarge his 
Majeſty's Dominions by my Diſcovery. 
To fay the truth, I had conceived a 
few Scruples with relation to the Di- 
ſtributive Juſtice of Princes upon thoſe 
Occaſions. For inſtance, A Crew of 
Pyrates are driven by a Storm they 
'know not whither, at length a Boy 
diſcovers Land from the Top-maſt , 


they go on Shore to Rob and Plun- 


der; they ſee an harmleſs People, are 
entertained with Kindneſs, they give 
the Country a new Name, they take 


formal Poſſeſſion of it for their King, 
they ſet up a rotten Plank or a Stone 


for a Memorial, they murder two or 


three Dozen of * Natives, bring 


: away 
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away a Couple more by Force for a 
Sample, return home, and get their 
Pardon. Here commences a new Do- 
minion acquired with a Title by Di- 
vine Right. Ships are ſent with the 
firſt Opportunity, the Natives driven 
out or deſtroyed, their Princes tor- 
tured to diſcover their Gold; a free 
Licence given to all Acts of Inhuma- 
nity and Luſt, the Earth recking with 
the Blood of its Inhabitants: And this 
execrable Crew of Butchers employed 
in ſo pious an Expedition, is a mo- 
dern Colony ſent to convert and civi- 


lize an idolatrous and barbarous Peo- 
ple. 


Bur this Deſcription, I confeſs, doth 
by no means affect the Britiſh Nation, 
who may be an Example to the whole 
World for their Wiſdom, Care, and 
Juſtice in Planting Colonies; their libe- 
ral Endowments for the Advaileetheiit of 
Religion and Learning; their Choice 
of devout and able Paſtors to propa- 
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gate Chriſtianity, their Caution in 


ſtocking their Provinces. with People 


of ſober Lives and Converſations from 
this the Mother Kingdom; their ſtrict 
regard to the Diſtribution of Juſtice, 
in ſupplying the Civil Adminiſtration 
through all their Colonics with Offi-. 
cers of the greateſt Abilities, utter 
ſtrangers to Corruption; and to crown 
all, by ſending the moſt Vigilant and 
Virtuous Governors, who have no o- 
ther Views than the Happineſs of the 


People over whom they preſide, and 


the Honour of che King their Ma- 
ſter. 


Bur, as thoſe Countries which 1 
have deſcribed, do not appear to have a 


Deſire of being conquered, and enſlaved, 


murdered or driven out by Colonies, 
nor abound either in Gold, Silver, 8u- 


ear or Tobacco; I did humbly con- 


ceive they were by no means. proper 

Objects of our Zeal, our Valour, ar 

our Intereſt. However, if thoſe whom 
it 


it may concern, think fit to be of 
another Opinion, I am ready to de- 
poſe, when I ſhall be lawfully called, 
That no European did ever viſit theſe 
Countries before me. I mean, if the 
Inhabitants ought to be believed; un- 
leſs a Diſpute may ariſe about the two 
Tahoos, ſaid to have been ' ſeen many 
Ages ago on a Mountain in Hvouyha- 
humlaud, from whence the Opinion is, 
that the Race of thoſe Brutes hath 
deſcended; and theſe, for any thing I 
know, may have been Exgliſb, which 
indeed I was apt to ſuſpect from the 
Lineaments of their Poſterity's Coun- 
tenances, although very much defaced. 
But, how far that will go to make bat 


a Title, I leave to the Learged in Co- 
ee | 


Bur as to the Formality of taking 
Poſſeſſion in my Sovereign's Name, it 
never came once into my Thoughts; 
and if it had, yet as my Affairs then 
ſtood, I ſhould perhaps in point of 
O 2 Prudence 


\Prudence PR ou KOs bare | 
put it Wa to ba beter Qpparcuniry. | 
M ans len cafe the + 
Rin that can ever be raiſed a. 
-gainſt me as a Traveller, I here take 
A, final Leave of all my Courteous Rea- 
ders, and return to enjoy my own Spe- 
culations in my little Garden at Read- 
Axiſf, to apply thoſe excellent Leſſons 
of Virtue which I learned among the 
Honybhuhums, to inſtruct the [Yahoos of 
my own Family 48 far as I {hall find 
them docible Animals, to behold my Fi- 
gure often in a Glaſs, and t hus if poſſible 
habituate myſelf by time to tolerate 
the ſight of a human Creature: To la- 
ment the Brutaliy. of Houybahams in 
my own Country, but always treat 
their Perſons with Reſpect, for the 

fake of my noble Miſter, his Family, 
his Friends, and the whole Hauyhuhum 
Race, whom theſe of ours have the 
0 uur to reſemble i in all their Linea» 
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ments, however their Intellectual came 
to er N N 
At BEGAN aſt Weck to dent my 
Wile to ſit at Dinner with me, at the 
fartheſt End of a long Table, and to 
anſwer (but with the utmoſt” brevity) 
the few Queſtions I ask d her. Let the 
ſmell of a Taboo continuing very offen- 
five, I always keep my Noſe well ſtopt 
with Rue, Lavender, or Tobacco- 
leaves. And although | it be hard for 
a Man late in life to remove old Ha- 
bits, T am not altogether out of Hopes 
in ſome time to ſuffer a Neighbour 
Lahoo in my Company without the Ap- 


prehenſions I am yet under of his 
"Teeth or his Claws 


| M Y Roctinbllermeat to ths Tahoo- 
kind in general might not be fo diffi- 
cult if they would be content with 
' thoſe Vices and Follies only, which Na- 
ture hath intitled 'them to. I am not 
in the leaſt provoked at the Sight of 
a Law- 


> 2 Werk to! 


A Lawyer; a a Pick pocket, a Colonel, 
a Fool, a Lord, a Gameſter, a Poli- 
tician, a Whore-maſter, a Phyſician, 
an Evidence, a Suborner, an Attorney, 
a Traitor, or the like: This is all ac- 
cording to the due Courſe of Things : 
But, when. I behold a Lump of Defor- 
mity, and Diſeaſes both in Body and 
Mind, ſmitten with Pride, it immedi- 

ately breaks all the Meaſures of my 
3 Ta ; neither ſhall I be ever able 
to comprehend how ſuch an Animal 
and fuch a Vice could tally together · 
The wiſe and virtuous Houyhnbams, 
who: abound in all Excellencies that 
can adora a Rational Creature, have no 
Name for this Vice in their Language, 
which hath no Terms to expreſs any 
thing that is evil, except thoſe whereby 
they deſeribe the deteſtable Qualities of 
their Jahaos, among which they were 
not able to diſtinguiſh this of Pride, 
for want of thoroughly underſtanding 
Human Nature, as it ſheweth itſelf in 
other Countries, Where that Animal 
I | p_ elides. 
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preſides. But I, who had more Expe- 
rience could plainly obſerve ſome Rudi- 
ments of it among the wild Tahoos. 


Bur the Houybnhnms, who live uns 


der the Government of Reaſon, are no 


more proud of the good Qualities they 
poſſeſs, than I ſhould be for nor wants 


ing a Leg or an Arm, which no Man 


in his Wits would boaſt of, although 
he muſt be miſerable without them. 
I dwell the longer upon this Subject 
from the Deſire I have to make the 
Society of an Engliſh Tahoo by any 


means not inſupportable, and therefore 


J here entreat thoſe who have any Tin- 
cture of this abſurd Vice, that they 
will not preſume to come in my 
Sight. 
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